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NU tthe deſire | 
a ſhort time with them, in exhortation N 


theſe places of diſtreſs, and with None reep en 
r 


N 4} \; 


neſs of wiſdom, inſtru and enhort thoſe on whom 


Gop has laid his hands, to know and improve the 
Ned. g. I expounded in Greyhound-lane, Whitechap.- 
fel, part of the 107th Eſalm. And they did rejoice whom 


the Lon lad redeem'd and delivered from the hand of 


Saturd, 12. I was greatly comforted by one, whom 
Gop had lifted up from the gates of death, and who 
was continually telling, with tears of joy, what God 
had done for his ſoul. Sund. 13. I met about two 


hundred perſons, with whom ſeverally I had talked 


the week before, at the French chappel, in Hermitage- 
ſtreet, Wapping, where they gladly joined in the ſervice 
of the church: and particularly, in the LoxDy's-Sup- 

per, at which Mr, Hell aſſiſted, It was more than 1wo 


| years after this, that he began fo vehemenily to de- 


claim againſt my brother and me, as *Bigots to the 


im than. | {7 57. 3535 * 
Frid. 18. I buried the only child of a tender parent, 
who having ſoon Eniſh'd her courſe, after a ſhort 
ficknels went to Him her foul loved, in che Gfeenth 
year of her age. SOS 5 

Sund. 20, | preached in Charles's-Square, Hoxton, 
on theſe ſolemn words, This ig -life eternal, to know 
. Thee, the only true Gov, and IxsUus CurnsT whom 
Thou 100 I truſt, Gop bleſt his word. The 

[coffers tood/abaſh'd, and open'd not their mouth. 
Mond. 21. I ſet out, and the next evening, met 

my brother at Briſtol, with Mr. Jones of Fonmon. Cafti: 

An Wales: now convinced of the truth as il is in Ix sus, 


" 
I 
Ss - i 


and labouring with his might to redeem the time he 


33 bare loſt, to make his calling ſure, and to lay hold on cter- 
2 Mey. 21. In che evening we went to Kingſwood. 


- {purdinminiſiriag the word of God, and in prayer 
> 85 He pals till the morning. ee 


Sund. 27, 1 expounded at Kingſwood (morning and 


afternoon) at Br:ftol and at Baptii-Mills, the meſſage 


| of God to the church of Epheſus; Particularly, that 


church, and thoſe carnal ordinances, as he then loved 


The 1705 e was filled from End to End, And we con - 
] 


r Wag CONE r 0 PRs Ret ILY 


n 


way of recovering our firſt love, which God hath pre. 
ſeribed and not man: Remember from whence. thou. art 
fallen, and repent and do the frſt works. n che > 
Tuejd. 29. I was preſt to viſit Nicholas Palmer, ono 
who had ſeparated from us, and behaved with great 
bitterneſs, till. God laid his hand upon him. He had 
ſent for me ſeveral times, ſaying, He could not die 
in peace till he had ſeen me.“ 1 found him in great 
weakneſs of body and heavineſs of ſpirit, We wreſtled 
with God on his behalf. And our labour was not in 
vain. His ſoul was comforted : and a few hours after 
he quietly fell aſleep. | „ Poon 
 Thurjd, Oct. 1, We ſet out for Wales, But miſſing: 
our paſſa ge over the Severn in the morning, it was ſun- 


7 — =  -: — 1 > 


ſet before we could get to Neuport. We enquired there | 
| if we could hire a guide to Cardiff, But there was 
| none te be had. A lad coming in quickly after, who 


| WU was going (he ſaid) to Laniſſan, a little village, two 

miles to the right of Cardiſ, we reſolv'd to go thither. 
At ſeven we let out. It rain'd pretty ſaſt, atid there 
being neither moon nor ſtars, we could neither ſee 
any road nor one another, nor our own horſes heads. 
But the promiſe of God did not fail. He gave his an- 

gels charge over us. And ſoon after ten we came ſafe 
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i to Mr. Viliams's houſe at Laniſſan. 1 
; Hid. 2. We rode to Fonmon Caſtle. We found Mr. 
N Jones's daughter ill of the ſmall- pox. But he could 
chearfully leave her and all the reſt, in the hands of 

Vim in whom he now believed, In the evening K 
; preached at Cardiff, in the Shire. hall, a large and 2 
, convenient place, on God | hath given unto us. eternal 1 
; life and this life is in hi; Son. There having been a By 
5 feaſt in the town that day, I beliv'd.it needful to add ü 
| a:few words upon intemperance. And while I was. 1 
. laying, “As for you, drunkards, you have no part in bis 
* tus life: you abid in death; you chuſe death and Wi 
r hell:“ Aman cried out vehemently, I am one: and 

| thither Jam going.“ But I truſt God at that hour 
J began to ſhew him and others a more excellent Way. 
e Sat. 3. About noon we came to Pontypool. A Cler- 
it gyman ſtop'd me in the firſt ſtreet; a few more 


found me out ſoon after, whoſe love I did not find to 


* — 
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pe cool'd at all, by the bitter adverſaries who had been 


among them. True pains had been taken to ſet them 
againſt my brother and me, by men who know not 


what manner of ſpirit they are of, But inſtead of diſput- 


ing we betook ourſelves to prayer. And all our 


Hearts were knit together as at the firſt. 


In the afternoon we came to Abergavenny, Thoſe 


who are bitter of ere had been here alſo. Yet Mrs, 
Fames (now Mrs. Whitefield) receiv'd us gladly as ſhe 
had done aforetime. But we could not procure even 
two or three tojoin with us in the evening belide thoſe 


of her own houſhold, Sund. 4. I had an unexpected 


opportunity of receiving the Holy communion, In 
the afternoon we had a plain, uſeful ſermon, on the 


Pharifee and the Publican praying in the temple, Which 


I explained at large in the evening, to the beft dreſt 
congregation I have ever yet ſeen in Wales, Two Per- 


ſons came to me afterwards, who were it ſeem'd, con- 


vinced of fin and groaning for deliverance. 
Mond. 5, I preached in the morning at Pontypool, 


to a ſmall but deeply attentive congregation. Mr. 


Price conducted us from hence to his houſe at Watford, 
After reſting here an hour, we haſten'd on and came 


to, Fonmon, where I explained and inforced thoſe words 

. - What muſt I do to be ſavedꝰ Many ſeem'd quiet amazed, 
while I ſhow'd them the nature of ſalyation, and the 

goſpel- way of attaining it. INI” 


* l 


Tue. 6.1 read prayers and preach'd in Porth-kerry 


= 2 


church. My text was By grace ye are ſaved 'thro' 
faith," In the evening at Cardiff I expounded Zecha- 
ia iv. 7. Who art thou, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbable thou falt become a plain. And he jill 


hing forth the head-ftone thereof with fhoutings, crying 


ulld with conſolation, | 


Turf 8. 1 dined with C 


Grace, grace unto it. The next morning we ſet out, 
and in the evening prais'd God with our brethren in 
1, greatly praiſ- 
ing God for having done his own wiſe and holy will 
in taking away the deſire of his eyes: In the evening 


— * preach d on Looking unto Jeſus, And many were 
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Frid. 9, The ſame ſpirit kelped our infirmities at the 
hour of interceſſion : and again at Aungfwood in the 
evening. I was juſt laid down, when one came and 
told me, Howel Harris deſired to ſpeak with me at 
Briftol, being juſt come from London, and having ap- 

ointed to ſet out for Wales at three in the morning. 
went and found him with Mr. Humphreys and Mr. 
bey immediately fell upon their favourite ſub- 


ject: on which when we had diſputed two hours, and 


were juſt where we were at firſt, I beg'd we might 
exchange controverſy for prayer. We did ſo, and 
then parted in much love, about two inthe morning. 

Sat. 10. His journey being deferred till Monday, H. 
Harris came to me at the New- Room. He ſaid, As 
to the decree of reprobation, he renounced and utterly 
abhor'd it. And as to the not falling from grace, 1. 
He believed, That it ought not to be mention'd to the 
unjuſtified, or to any that were flack, and careleſs, 


much leſs that lived in fin, but only to the earneſt and 


diſconſolate mourners. 2. He did himſelf believe, it 


was poſſible for one to fall away, who had been en- 
lighined with ſome knowledge of God, who had tafled 


of the heavenly gift, and been made partaker of the Holy 
Ghoſt: and wiſh'd we could all agree, to keep cloſe in 
the controverted points, to the very words of Holy 
Writ. g.That he accounted no ws = juſtified as not 
to fall, til! he was vitally united to Chriſt, till he 
had a thorough, abiding hatred to all-fin, and a con- 
tinual hunger and thirſt after all righteouſneſs.” 


Bleſſed be thou of the Lord, thou man of peace! 


Still follow after peace and holineſs. 


 Thurf, 15. I was preparing for another journey to 
Wales, which I bad deſigned to begin on Friday, when 
I receiv'd a meſſage from H. Harris, deſiring me to 
ſet out immediately, and meet him near the New Pa. 
fage. J accordingly. ſet out at noon, but being obliged 


to wait at the Water ſide, did not reach Mill. cree (the 


place he had appointed for our meeting) till an hour 


or two after night. But this was ſoon enough. For 


he had not been there. Nor could we hear any thing 


of him, So we went back to Mather, and thence in 
"6 FE 2, | 155 | the 
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the morning, to Lanmarton, a village two miles off, 
where we heard Mr. Daniel Rowlands was to be, and 
. whom accordingly: we found there. Evil ſurmiſings 
preſently vaniſh'd away. and our hearts were knit to- 

ther in love. We rode together to. Machan (five 
miles beyond Newport) which we reach'd about 12 
o'clock. In an hour. aſter H. Harris came, and many 
of his friends from diſtant parts. We had no diſpute 


of any kind, but the ſpirit of peace and love was in 
the midſt of us. At three we went to church. There 


was a vaſt congregation, tho' at only a few hours 
warning. Afier prayers, I preached firſt on thoſe 


words in the ſecond leſſon, The life which I now live, I 
live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave him. 


elf for me. Mr. Rowlands then preached in Welch on 
Matt, xx viii. 8. Fear ye not ; for ye ſeek him thab was cru- 
eafecd. + | BO? 
4 5 e rode afterwards to St. Bride's in the Moors: 
where Mr. Rowlands preach'd again. Here we were 
met by Mr, Humphreys and Thomas Bifficks of Nings- 
weed. About eleven a few of us retired, in order to 
provoke one another, to love, and to good works, 
But T. Biſſichs immediately introduced the diſpute, 
and others ſeconded him. This H. Harris and Mr. 
"Rowlands ſtrongly withſtood; but finding it profited 
nothing, Mr. Rowlands ſoon withdrew. H. Harris 
 keptthem at a bay, till about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, I then left chem and Capt. 7, together: About 
hree they left off juſt where they begaen. 
Sat. 17. Going to a_neighbouring houſe, I found 
Mr. H. and T. Bricks, tearing open the ſore with all 
their might. On my coming in all was huſh'd. But 
Mrs. James of Abergavenny (a woman of candour and 
humanity) inſiſted, That “ thoſe things ſhould be ſaid 
to my face.“ There ſollow'd a lame piece of work. 
But altho' the accuſations brought were eaſily an- 
- fwer'd, yet I found they leſt a ſoreneſs on many ſpirits; 
When H. Harris heard of what had paſt, he haſted to 


ſtand in the gap once more, and with tears beſought 


them all, To follow after the things that make ſor 


peace. And Gad bleſt the healing words which he 


ppoke, ſo that we parted in much love, being all de- 


termincd,. 
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fellows were?” Capt. T. without any ceremony, toox 


JOE 


termined, to. let controverſy alone, -and to preach 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, 1 
I preach'd at Cardiſ at three, and about five fet out 


ue for Fonmon- Caſtle. Notwithſtanding the great 


arkneſs of the night, and our being unacquainted 
with the road, before eight we came ſafe to the cone 
pregation, which had been ſome time waiting for us. 


I preach'd on our Lord's words to the rich young 


man, If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
Bleſſed he God that we have a better covenant, eſta- 


| bliſh'd upon better promiſes, _ 


Sund. 18, I rode to Wenoo. The church was thro'ly 
flld with attentive hearers, while I preach'd on 
thoſe words, Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare 1 
unto you. In the afternoon 1 read prayers and preach'd. 
at Porth-kerry : in the evening there was a great con- 
courſe of people at the caſtle to whom I ſtrongly de- 


| Clared the hope cf 113hieoufneſs which is thro! faith, 


Mond. 19,1 preach'd once more at Porth-kerry, and? 
in the afternoon return'd to Cardiſt, and explain'd to- 
large congregation, When they kad nothing to pay, he 
e Them bez. | EE oo ris Tore My 
Tue,. 20. At eleven I preach'd at the priſon, on T 
tame not to call the T1ghteous but finners to repentance, 
In the afternoon I was deſired to meet one of the ho- 
nourable women; whom I found a mere ſinner, groaning 
under the mighty hand of God. About fix, at Mr, 
Vs defire, I preach'd once my on thoſe words, 
hom ye ignorantly worſhip, hm declare I unto you. | 
Wednef” 21.1 ſet 7 2 after preaching, and about 


nine came to Newport, A clergyman, ſoon after I was 
ſet dowo, came into the next room, and afk d aloud, 
with a tone unuſually ſharp, © Where tho'e vagabond 
him in hand, But he ſoon quitted the field and walk d 
out of the houfe. Juft 71 was taking horſe, he re- 

turn'd and ſaid, Sir, I am afraid you are in a-wrong 
way, But if you are right, I pray God to be with. 


you, and proſper your undertakings.” 


About one I came to Callicut, and preach'd to a 
imall attentive company of people, on Bleſſed are they 


Vick, ds hunger and. thirſt fir righteous; fr they 


1 10 3 
Mall be fled. Between ſeven and eight we reach. d 
„ Thurſ.'22, I called upon Edward /, who had 
been ill for ſeveral days. I found him in deep def. 
pair Since he had let off prayer, all the waves and 
ftorms were gone over him, We ctied unto God, and 
his ſoul revived.” A little light ſhone upon him, and 
Juſt as we fung, | 3 Wo | 
Be Thou his ſtrength and righteouſneſs. 
His Jeſus and his all:“ 3 „ 
his ſpirit returned to God. 


1 
© Frid, 23. I ſaw ſeveral others who were ill of the 
ſame diſtemper, Surely our Lord will do much work 
by this ſickneſs. ] do not find that it comes to any 
houſe without leaving a hleſhpg behind, it. In the 
evening I went to King ſwood, and found Ann Steed allo 
praiſing God in the fires, and teſtifying, That all her 
weakneſs and pain wrought together for good. 
Sat. 24. 1 viſited more of the ſick, both in Kingf- 
wood and Briſtol. And it was pleaſant ,work, ;, for l 
found none of them ſorroming as men . without Habt, 
At Sd expounded, God. if hight, and, in him 15.1 
darkneſs at all, And his light broke in upon us in 
ſuch a manner, that we were even loſt in praiſe and 
thankſgiving. | 6 ? V 1 
Sund. 25. After the ſacrament at All- Saints, I took 
huorſe for Kingſwood, ', But before I came to Lawrence: 
Hill, my horſe fell, and attempting to riſe again fell 
Jown again upon me. One or two women ran out of 
a neighbouring houſe, and when I roſe helped me in. 
I adore the wiſdom of God. In this houſe were three 


perſons, who began to run well; but Satan had hin- 


- der'd them. But they reſolved to ſet out again. And 
not one of them has look'd back ſince. 
| Notwithſtanding this delay, I got to Kingſwood by 
two. The words God enabled me to ſpeak there, 
and afterwards at Briftol (ſo I muſt expreſs myſelf ſtill, 
for I dare nat aſcribe them to, my own wiſdom) were 
as a hammer and a flame. oy the ſame bleſſing we 
found at the meeting of the ſociety, But more abune 
dantly at the love · feaſt which follow'd, I remember 
jj nn od en Se” Bathing 


L a8 J 


nothing like it for many months. A cry was heard 
from one end of the congregation to the other: not 
of grief, but of overflowing joy and love. O continue 
forth thy loving kindneſs unto them that know Thee 5 
thy mercy to them that are true of heart! 
The great comfort I found both in public and pri- 
vate; almoſt every day of the enſuing week, Lappre- 
hend Was to prepare me for what followed a ſhort 
| account of which I ſent to London ſoon after, in a 
letter, the copy of which I have ſubjoin d; altho! 
am not inenible, there are ſeveral circumſtances 
therein Which ſome may ſet down for mere: enthu- 
fiaſm,and extravagance, „ 6 


and 
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All faft week I found hanging upon me the effetts 

of a violent cold I had contracted in Wales : not, 1 

think, (as Mr. Turner and Valcam ſuppoſed) by lying 
in a damp bed at St. Bride's; but rather by riding con- 

tinually in the cold and wet nights, and preaching im- 
mediately after. But I belie vid it would pals off, and 
ſo took little notice of it till Friday morning. I then 

found myſelf exceeding ſick: and as I walk'd to Bap- 

tiſt· mils, (to pray with Suſanna Bafil, who was ill of 

K 2 ſever) felt the wind pierce me as it were, thro'. At 
ce. my return I found myſelf ſomething better. Only 1 
5 could not eat any thing at all. Vet I felt no want of 
of ſtrength at the hour of interceſſion, nor at fix in the 

in. evening, while I was opening and applying thoſe 
ree words, Sun tand thou ſtill in Gibeon, and thou moon, in 
in- e valley of Ajalon. I was afterwards refreſh'd and 
| llept well; fo that-I apprehended no farther diſorder; 
but roſe in the morning as uſual, and declared, with 

a ſtrong)voice and inlarged heart, Neither circumci- 
fon avuileth any thing nor uncircumciſion, but faith that, 
worketh by love. About two in the afternoon juſt as I 
was ſet down to dinner, a ſhivering came upen me, 
and a little pain ii my back: but no 8 at all, 
lo that 'T eat alittle: and then growing warm, went 
to ſee ſome that were ſick. Finding myſelf worſe 
about four I wou'd willingly have lain down. But 


* 


. | having 


1 12 J 


kaving promiſed to fee Mr. G——, who had been 
„ out of order for ſome days, I went thither firſt, and 


thence to Weavers-hall, A man gave me a token for 
as I went along, Ay, ſaid he, He will be a 
martyr too by and by:“ The ſcripture I enforced 
Was, My litdle children, theſe things I write unto you, that 
ye fen nof, Dr if any man fin, we have an advocate with 
"the father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, I found no 
want either 'of inward or outward ſtrength. But 
afterwards finding my fever increaſed, I called on Dr, 
Middleton. By his advice I went home, and took 
my bed: a ſtrange thing to me who had not kept my 
bed a day, (for five and thirty'years) ever ſince I had 
the ſmall-pox, I immediately fell into a profuſe 
| which continued till. one or two in the morn- 
ing. God then gave me refreſhing fleep, and after- 
wards ſuch tranquility of mind, that this-day, Sunday, 
| Nov, 1. ſeemed the ſhorteſt day to me, I had ever 
known in my life.” | | 
I think a little circumſtance ought not to be omit- 
ii et, altho'I know there may be an ill conſtruction 
put upon it. Thoſe words were now ſo ſtrongly im- 
pPreſt upon my mind, that for a conſiderable time [ 
could not put them out of my thoughts. Bleſſed is 
ſie man that provideth for the poor and needy : the Lord 
fall deliver him in the time of trouble, The' Lord fhal 
Lltrengthen him when he lieth fuck upon tus bed 5 make thou al 
V»o Þ ry IR JO 
On Sunday night likewiſe I ſlept well, and was 
eaſy all Monday morning. But about three in the af- 
ternoon the ſhivering return'd, much more violent 
than before. It continued 'till I was put to bed. I was 
then immediately as in a fiery, furnace. Ina little 
| ſpace I began ſweating: but the ſweating: ſeemed to 
Increaſe rather than allay the burning heat. Thus I 
remain'd, 'till about eight clock: when I ſuddenly 
_ .___ awakedout of a kind of doze, in ſuch a ſort of difor- 
der (whether of body or mind, or both) as I know 
not how to deſcribe, My heart and lungs and all that 
was within me, and my ſoul too, ſeemed:tabein per” 
feck uproar. But 
| ble, and'he'detiver'd me out of my diſtreſs,” 


ut I cried unto the Lord in my trou - 


e T con-} 


[ „ Wo 
J continued in a moderate ſweat till near midnight, 

and then ſlept pretty well 'till morning. On Tugſday, 

Nov, g. About noon, I was removed to Mr, Hooper s. 

Here Ienjoyed a bleſſed calm for ſeveral hours, the 

fit not returning till ſix in the evening: and then in 

ſuch a manner as I never heard or read of. I had a 
uick pulſe, attended with violent heat; but no pain 

either in my hand or back or limbs; no ſickneſs, no 
ſtitch no thirſt. Surely God is a preſent help in time 

of trouble. And He does make all my bed in my 

TRE ou en Gio f 
edne/ſ. 4. Many of our brerthren agreed to ſeek 

God to day by faſting and prayer. About twelve my 

fever began to rage. At two | dozed a little, and ſud- 
denly awaked in Fo diſorder (only more yiolent) as 

that on Monday. The filver cord appeared to be juſt 

then looſing, and the wheel breaking at the ciſtern, 

The blood whirled to and fro, as if it would imme- 
diately force its way thro' all its veſſels, eſpecially in 
the breaſt: and exceſſive burning heat parch'd up my 
whole body, both within and without. About three, 

in a moment the commotion ceaſed, the heat was over, 
and the pain gone, Soon after it made another attack; 
but not Beat Þ violent as the former. This lafted till 
half an hour paſt four, and then vaniſhed: away at 

once. I grew better and better *till nine. Then 1 
ſell aſleep, and ſcarce awaked at all 'till morning. 

ur. 5 The noiſy joy of the People in the 

ſtreets did not agree with me very well: tho' I am a- 

as fraid.it diſorder'd their poor ſouls, much more than it 

af. did my body. About five in the evening my cough © 

nt return'd, and ſoon after the heat and otherſymptome: _ 

as but with this remarkable ciicumſtance, that for four- 

tle teen or fifteen hours following, I had more or leſs fleep . 

to in every hour. This was one cauſe why I wag never 

sI ñlight-headed at all, but had the uſe of my underſtand- 

lying, from the firſt hour of my illneſs to the laſt as full ; 

or- has when in perfect health. EW 427 

. rid. 6. Between ten and twelve the main ſhotk 

nat began. I can give but a faint account of this, not far i 

er MW vant of memory, but of words. I felt in my body ly 
s ie but ſtorm and tempeſt, hail-ſtones and fouls l 
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(14) 
of fire. But I do not n that 1 felt any fear 
(ſuch was the mercy of God !) nor any murmuring. 


And yet I found but a dull, heavy kind of patience, 


which I knew was not what it ought to be. The fe- 
ver came ruſhing upon me as a lion, ready to break 
all my bones in pieces. My body grew weaker every 
moment; but I did not feel my ſoul put on ſtrength. 
Then it came into my mind, © Be h 

falvation of the Lord. I will not ſtir hand or foot; 
but let Him do with me what is good in' his own 
eyes.“ At once my heart was at eaſe. My mouth 


was filled with laughter and my tongue with joy. My 


eyes overflowed with tears, and I began to ſing aloud, 
One who ſtood by ſaid, © Now he is light-headed,” 
I told her, O no. I am not light-headed ; but I am 


praiſing God. God is come to my help, and pain 1s. 


nothing. Glory be to God on high. I now found wh 
it was not expedient for me, to recover my healt 


ſooner : becauſe then I ſhould have loſt this experi- 
mental proof, how little every thing is which can be- 


fall the body, ſo long as God carries the ſoul aloft, as 
it were on the wings of an eagle, 

An hour after I had one more grapple with the 
enemy, who then ſeem'd to collect all his ſtrength, 1 
eltey d ld make mj fell, and praife God as before. But 
1 was net able: The power was departed from me. | 


: 


was ſhorn of rere and hecome weak and like 
A 


another man. hen I ſaid,“ Yet here | hold: Lol 
come to bear thy will, O God.” Immediately He 
return'd tomyſoul, and lifted up the light of his coun- 
tenance. And1 felt,“ He Na cally enough, whom 

of God cartieth,” an: £3 STII. + : 


N 
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1 poled the: fit was now over, it being about 


* 


? 


five in the afternoon, and he 
ſleep; when 1 felt fir ſt a chi I. and then a burning all 
over, attended with ſuch an univerſal faintneſs, and 
 wearinels and utter loſs of ſtrength, as if the whole 


frame of nature had been diffolv'd, Juſt then my nurſe 
I know not why, took me out of bed, and placed me 


of 


3 { 33 $5; 474 WT - 14 ine 37:4 31s #81 5 iy» 13 = 7 of 
in a chair. Preſently a'pur ing began, which I believe 
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ill, and ſee the 
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on, and began to compoſe myſelf for 
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ſuch a night's reſt, as L have not had before, ſince. it 
pleas d God to lay his hand upon me..“ 


200 e owt! tyods anl.gh 1501 
From. Tot Nov.,7. to Sund. 1:5. I ſound my ſtrengih. 


gradually intreaſing,,, and was able to read. Turrefin's 
| hiſtory of the church (a dry, heavy, barren treatiſe) 
and the life of that truly good and great man, Mr. Phi- 


lip Henry. On Monday and Tuęſday 1, read over the 
life of Mr. Matthew Henry; a. man not to be def- 


piſed, either as a ſcholar or a Chꝛiſtian, tho' (I think 
not equal to his father. On, Wegne/day I read over 


once (again Theologia Germamca,, O how was it, that 
I.coul'd ever, ſo admire, the affeſted obſcurity, of this 
unſcriptural writer? Glory be to God, that I now pre- 
ſer the plain Apoſtles and Propheis, before him and all 


his myſlzc followers. 


Tu. 19.1 read again with great ſurprize, part of 


the ecclefiaſtical hiſtory of Euſchius, But ſo weak, cre: 
dulous, thrgughly-injudicious a Writer, have Lſeldom 


found. Frid, a0. I began Mr, Lapalis hiſtory. of the 


_ reform/d churches in France, full of the moſt amazing 
_ inſtances of the wickedneſs of men, and of the goods: 
_ neſs and power of God, About noon the next day, I 


went out in a coach as far as the ſchool in Ringswood: 
where one of the miſt reſſes lay (as was believ'd) near 


death, having found no help from all the medicines 
the had taken. We determined to try one remedy 


more. So we pour'd out our ſouls in prayer to God. 
From that hour ſhe began to recover ſtrength, and in 
a few day s was out of danger. 12 5 


| Sund. 22, Being not ſuffer'd to go to church as yet, 


1 communicated at home. . I was adviſed to ſtay at 


home ſome time longer. But I;cou'd not apprehend at 
necellary: And therefore on Mond. 2g. went tothe 


| New Room, where we praiſed. God for all his mexcies. 


1 £ + 3 


And Lexpounded, for about an hour, (without, any 


faintneſs or wearineſs) on What. reward ſhall I give 
unto the Lord for all the benefits. that he hath done unto 


me? I will receive the cup of ſalvationg and call upon the 
name of the Lor. F 


I N , 
I preach'd once every day this week, and found no 


convenience by it. Sund. 29. I thought I might go a . 
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11 
a little farther, 80 1 preach'd both at Kingswood aud 
_ Briftol: And afterwards ſpent near an hour with the 


ſociety, and about two hours at the love- ſeaſt. But 


my body cou'd not yet keep pace with my mind. I 
had another fit of my fever the next day. But it laſted 
not long, and I continued ſlowly to regain my ftrength, 

On Thur/day Dec. g. I was able to preach again, on 


By their fruits ye ſhall know them: And Friday even- 


ing on Caft thy bread upon the waters, and after many days 
thou ſhalt find it again. bo ed Ones 
Mond. 7. I preached on Truft ye inthe Lord Jeho- 
vah, for in the Lord is everlaſting ſtrengtn. I was 
 Thowing, What cauſe we had to truſt in the captain of 
our ſalvation, when one in the midſt of the room cried 
out, Who was your captain the other day, when 
you hang'd yourſelf? I know the man who ſaw you 
when you was cut down.” This wiſe ſtory, it ſeems, 


had been diligently ſpread abroad and cordially be- 


liev'd by many in Briſtol, I defired they would make 
room for the man to come nearer, But the moment 


he faw the way open, he ran away with all poſſible 


ſpeed, not ſo much as once looking behind h im. 


 Wenadnef. 9. God humbled us in the evening by che 


| loſs of more than thirty of our little company, who 1 


was obliged to exclude, as no longer adorningthe goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. -I believ'd it beſt, openly to declare, 
th their names and the reaſons why they were ex- 


cluded. We then all cried unto God, That this might 
be for their edification, and not for deſtruction. 
Frid, 11. I went to Bath, I had often reaſon'd with 


myſelf concerning this place, Hath God left himſelf 


without witneſs ? Did He never raiſe up ſuch as might 


be ſhining lights, even in the midſt of this finful gene- 


ration? Doubtleſs he has: But they are either gone 
© to the deſert,” or hid under the buſhel of prudence. 
Some of the moſt ſerious perſonsI have known at Bath 
are either Solitary Chriſtians ſcarce: known to each 
other, unleſs by name: Prudent Chriftians, as care- 
ful not to give offence, as if That were the unpardon- 


able fin: And as zealous, To keep their religion to tem- 


felbes, as they ſhoy'd be, To let it ſhine before men. 
£& 2 n SUTTON L865. wt Ws i 
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I return'd: to 9 5 the next day. In the evening 
one deſired to ſpeak with me. I perceiv'd him to be 
in the utmoſt confuſion, ſo that for a while he cou'd 
not ſpeak. , At length he ſaid, “ Iam he that inter- 
rupted you at the New Room on Monday, I have had no 
reſt ſince, day or night, nor cou'd have till had ſpok- 
en to you; I hope you will forgive me, and that it will 
be a warning to me all the days of my life,”  _ 
Tuęſd. 15. It being a hard froſt, 1 walk'd over to 
Bath; and had a converſation, of ſeveral hours, with . 
one wha had lived above ſeventy, and ſtudied divinity - 
above thirty years. Vet remiſſion of fins was quite - 
new doctrine to him. But I truſt God will write it on 
bi heart / / et me EL 
In the evening took down the names of ſome, who - 
deſired to ſtrengthen each other's hands in God, Thus 
the bread we have caſt. upon the waters, 1s found again 
3 ＋ Joe "bravia 


I return'd to Briſtol the next day. . Thurſd, 17, We - 


had a night, of ſolemn joy, occaſion'd by the Funeral 
of one of our brethren, who died with a hope full of 
...... ˙ m ˙— i Le Ty 
Frid. 18. Being diſappointed of my horſe, I ſat out 

on foot in the evening for Kingſwood, I catch'd no-. 
cold, nor receiv'd any hurt, tho' it was very wet, and 

cold and dark. Mr. Jones of Fonmon, met me there; 
and we pour'd out our ſouls before God together. I 
found no weatineſs, till a little before one, God gave 
Sund. 20. I preach'd once more at Briſol, on Litil: 
children keep yourfelves from idols: Immediately after 

which, 1 forc'd myſelf away, from thoſe to whom my 
heart was now more united than ever. And I believe, 
their hearts were even as my heart. O what poor-- 
words are thoſe, You abate the reverence and reſbect 
which the people owe to their paſtors,” Love is all in 
all; And all who are alive to God muſt pay this id 
every true paſtor: Wherever a flock is duly fed with 
hg pang milk of the word, they will be ready (were it 
po 


ble) to pluck out their eyes, and give them to _ 


 thoſe;that are over them in the Lore. 
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| I took coach on Mond. 21. and on Wedne day came 
to London, Thurf. 24. I found it was good for me to 
be here; particularly, while I was preaching in the 
evening. The ſociety afterwards-met : But we ſcarce 


knew how to part, our hearts were ſo inlarged toward 


each other. Y | | 

Sat: 26, The morning congregation was increaſed 
to above thrice the uſual number, while I explain'd 
Grace be unto you and peace, from God the; father and 


from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. At Long-lane likewiſe 
In the evening | had a crowded audience, to whom 
1 ſpoke from thoſe words, O the depth of the riches both 


of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! How 'unfearchablt 


are rn and his ways paſt finding out ! 
+," oo 


| . 27. After diligent enquiry made, I removed 
all thoſe from the congregation of the faithful, whoſe 
behaviour or ſpirit was not agreeable to the goſpel of 
Chriſt: openly declaring the objections I had to each, 


that others might fear, and cry to God for them. 
 » Thurjd. 31. By the unuſual overflowing of peace 


and love to all which 1 felt, Iwas inclined to believe 


| ſome trial was at hand. At three in the afternoon my 


fever came. But finding it was not violent, I would 
not break my word, and therefore went at four and 
committed to the earth the remains of one who had 
died in the Lord a few days before: neither cou'd! 
refrain from exhorting the almoſt innumerable multi- 


tude of people, who were gather'd together round her 


grave, to cry to God that they might die the death of 


the righteous, and their laſt end be like hers. I then 


deſigned to lie down; but Sir John G— coming, and 
ſending to ſpeak with me, I went to him, and from 


bim into the pulpit; knowing God could renew my 


ſtrength. I preach'd according to her requeſt, who 
was now with God, on thoſe words with which her 


- Toul had been fo. refrefhed, a little before ſhe went 


hence, after a long night of doubts and fears: Thy fu 
all no more £0 down, either ſhall thy moon withdrau 
ſelf, For the Lord fhall be thine everlaſting light, and 
the days of thy mourning. ſhall be ended. | | 


Pd ; , 


Act the ſociety which follow'd, many cryed afte! 
"God, with a loud and bitter cry, About ten J left | 


\ 
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them, and committed myſelfinto his hands, to do with 211 
me what ſeemed Him good. {#44 
, Friday January 1. Ader a night of quiet ſleep, 1 | 
: WE vaked in a ſtrong fever, but without any ſickneſs or 11 8h 
dirſt or pain. I conſented however to keep my bed; _ | 8 
| MW but on condition, that every one who defiredit, ſhould, _ |! RM 

have liberty to ſpeak with me. I believe fifty or ſixty? | 8 
1 I perſons did fo this day, nor did I find any inconveni- iN 
i} WK ence from it. In the evening I ſent for all of the bands || Wh 
4 [who were in the houſe, that we might magnify our | 91 
e Lord together. A near relation being with me when | mY 
n WM they came, Iafk'd her afterwards If ſhe was not of- | WY 
hk | fended ? © Offended ! ſaid ſhe: I wiſh I could be al- | HY 
+ WE ways among you, I thought I was in heaven,” 11 

This night alſo, by the bleſſing of God, I ſlept 1 
d vell, to the utter aſtoniſnment of thoſe about me, the 1 
e IB ?pothecary, in particular, who ſaid © He had never | 1 
f MW {een fuch a fever in his life.“ I had a clear remiſſion 1 1 
„ Win the morning: but about two in the afternoon, 'a- 1 lj 
WB ftronger fit than any before. Otherwiſe I had deter- ñ 
c minedꝭ to have been at the meeting of the bands. But: = 
e good is the will of the Lord | 


y Sund. 3. Finding myſelf quite free from pain, 1 
d met the leaders, morning and afternoon: and join'd. 
id with a lite company of them, in the great ſacrifice - ; 
d of Thankſgiving. In the evening, it being the men's 1 
1 I love-feaſt, I deſired they wou'd all come up. Thoſe ee. Ml 
ti- MW whom the room would not contain, ſtood without: | 
er while we all with one mouth ſang praiſe to God. | 
of Mond. 4, I waked in perfect health. Does not 
en God both kill and make alive? This day (I underſtand) 
ad poor Charles Rinchin died! SD ES 
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yl Cui pudor, & juſtitiæ ſoror 

no i Incorrupta fides, nudaque veritna || 8 
& i Quando ullum invenient pa rem? 1 
nt R 1 65 5 __ ; : g 1 


n preached morning and evening every day, ſor the 
aw remaining part of the week. On Sat. While 1 was, 
nd preaching at Long. lane, a rude rout lift up their voice 
on high, I fell upon them without delay. Some pulled 
off their hats, and open'd their mouth no more. The 


E96 1. 


reſt ſtole out, one after another. All that remain'd 
t M ©. oi ii one... 

Sund. 10, I got a little time to, ſee Mr, Dolman. 
Two years ago he ſeemed to be dying of an aſthma: 


being hardly able to riſe at eight o'clock in a morning, 


after ſtruggling, as it were, for life. But from the 
time he came thither firſt, he rarely fail'd to be at 


the Foundery, by five o'clock, Nor was he at all 
end ſuſpended, till within 


the worſe: his 


a very few days. I found him juſt on the wing, and 


full of love and peace and joy in believing. And in 


| the ſame ſpirit (as I afterwards underſtood) he conti- 
| nued, till God took him to himſelf. SC) _ 5 


Mond. 11. I went twice to Newgate, at the requeſt 


of poor R R——, who lay there under ſentence 


of death, but was refuſed admittance. Receivinga few 


lines from him the day, he was to die, I deſired Mr. 
Richards to try, if he could be admitted then, But he 
came back. with a freſh, refuſal. 


It was above two years before, that being deſtitule 


and in diſtreſs, he applied to me at Hriſtol for relief. 


I took him in, and employ'd him ſor the preſent, in 


Writingeand keeping accounts for me, Not long after 


I placid him in. the. little ſchool, which was kept by 


the United Society. There were many ſuſpicions of 


him during that time, as well as of his companion, 
Guilam. S hHorode. But no proof appeared: ſo that af- 
ter tirree or four; months, they quietly returned to 


London. But they did not deceive God, nor eſcape 


His hand. Gwillm Snowde was ſoon apprehended for 
4 robbery, and when condemn'd ſent for me, and ſaid, 
nothing lay heavier upon him, than his having thus 
returned evil for good, I believe it was now the deſire 
of poor R too, to tell me all that he had done, 
But the hour was paſt: I could not now be permit- 
ted to ſee or ſgeak with him. So that he who before 
would not receive the word of God from my mouth, 
now delired what he could not obtain. And on Led. 
neſday he fell a ſacrifice to the juſtice of along:offended 
God. O conſider this, ye that now forget God, and 
know not the day of your vititation ; 
| 2 f 14 1. 7 307) 7 4x47 1131 19 
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In the afternoon I buried the body of Jumes St. An 


gel, who having long been tried in the fire, on Mon- 
465 in the full triumph of faith, gave up his ſpirit to 
%%% V DT] 20; {153 e 

heard of ſeveral to day, who began to run well; 
but did not endure to the end. Men fond of their 
own opinions tore them from their brethren, and 
could not keep them when they had done: but they 


ſoon fell back into the world, and are now ſwal- 
low'd up in its pleaſures or ca res. I fear thofe zealots 


who took theſe ſouls out of my hands, will give but 
A por vccount oPthem © Ser!!! nle ene 


On Thur, and Friday I viſited the fick, by many of | 


whom I was greatly refreſhed. Mond. 18. we greatly 
rejoiced in the Lord at Long-lane, even in the midft 
of thoſe that contradicted and blaſphemed. Nor was 
it Jong before many of them alſo were touch'd,'and 
hee ho pej were turned topf. 
 Thurſd. 21; Tagain viſited many that were ſick, 


but I found no fear either of pain or death among 
them. One,(Mary Wiatthk) ſaid, * ſhall go to my 


Lord to-morrow. But before I go, he will finiſh his 
work.” The next day ſhe lay quiet for about two 
hours, and then opening her eyes, cried out, © It is 
done, it is done! Chrifk liveth in me! He lives in 
me:“ And died in a moment. 

Frid. 22. I met the ſociety at Short's-Gardens,' Drury- 


? 


Ane, for the firſt time. Sat. 2g. I called on another, 


who was believ'd to be near death, and greatly tri- 


umphing over it. I know, ſaid ſhe, that my Re- 


deemer liveth, and will ſtand at the latter day upon 


the earth. I fear not death. It hath no ſting for | 


: 


me. I ö ſhall live for evermor e. 


Mond. 25. While 1 was explaining at-Long-laneg 


He that committeth fin is of the devil ; his ſervants were a: 
bove meaſure inraged: they not only made all poſſible 
noiſe, (altho', as I had deſired before, no man ftirred 


from liis plac e, or anſwered them a word) but violently 


thruſt many perſons to and fro, ſtruck others, and 
brake doon part of the houſe. At length they be- 
gan throwing large ſtones upon the houſe, which forc- 
ing their way wherever they came, fell down togeth ” 
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with the tiles among the people, ſo that they were in 
danger of their lives. I then told them, You muſt 
not go on thus, I am order'd by the magiſtrate, who 
is in this reſpe& to us the miniſter of God, to inform 
him of thoſe Who break the laws of God and the 
king. And I muſt do it, if you perſiſt herein; other- 
wiſe I am a partaker of your. fin,” When ] ceaſed 


ſpeaking, they were more outrageous than before. 
Upon this I ſaid; “ Let three or four calm men, take 


hold of the foremoſt, and charge a, conſtable with 
him, that the law may take its courſe.” They did fo 
and brought him into the houſe, curſing and blaſ- 
pbeming im a dreadful manner. I deſttred f ve or 0 
go with himto juſtice Copeland, to whom they naked- 
55 related the fact. The juſtice immediately bound 
bim over to the next ſeſſions at Guilford. | 
I 1 obſerv'd, when the man was brought into the 
houſe, that many of his companions were loudly crying 
gut, Rich, Smithi, Rich. Smith! Who, as it aſterwar 
appear'd, was one of their ſtouteſt champions. But 
ich, Smith anſwer'd not; he was fallen into the hands 
of one higher than they. God had ſtruck him tothe 
heart, as alſo a woman, who was ſpeaking words not 
fit to be repeated, and throwing whatever came to 
hand, whom he overtook in the very act. She came 
into the houſe with Rich. Smith, fell; upon her knees 
before us all, and ſtrongly exhorted him, Never to 


turn back, never to forget the mercy which God had 


now ſhewn to bis ſoul.” From this time we had never 
any confiderable interruption or diſturbance at Long- 
lane altho* we withdrew our proſecution, upon the 
oftender's ſubmiſſion and promiſe of better behaviour, 

Tueſd. 26. I explain'd at Chelſea, the faith which 
worketh by. love. I Was very weak when. ] went into 
the room. But the more tlie beaſts oft he peopleancreas'd 


in madneſs and rage, the more. was I ſtrengthen'd, 


houſe, which was exceeding full, loſt one ſentence of 


Phat I ſpoke. Indeed th 3 could not ſee me, nor one 


another at a fe yards diſtance, by reaſon of the ex- 


ceeding thick ſmoke; which was occaſion'd by the 


wild Gre and things of that kind, continually thrown 


5x36 i7 


into 


into the room. Fut, they who could INT God. in, 
the midſt of the, fires, were not ta be affrighted by a 
little moke. 1 

Weanef. 27. 1 (ay the body of "Sara Whiſkin, a 
young woman late of Cambridge: A ſhort account of 
whom follows, in the words of one that was with 
her, during her laſt ſtruggle for eternity. i 

« The firſt time ſhe went, intending 0 hear Mr. 
We efley, was Fan. 4 But he was then ill. She went 
again, Tue/. off and was not diſappointed, From that 
time ſhe ſeem ' d quite taken up withthe things above, 
and could willingly have been al ways hearing, Or; 
praying or finging hymns. Wed. 19. She was ſent for 
into the country: At which news ſhe cried violently, 
being afraid to go, leaſt ſhe ſhould be again conforma-+, 
ble to the world. With tears in her eyes ſhe aſk'd me, 
„What ſhall 1 do? I am in a great f 
ing adviſed, To commit her 449 to God, and I 0 
that his will might be done, not her own, ſhe 
She would defer her journey three days, to wait up- 
on God, that he might ſhew his wilt concerning her,” 
Thenext day ſhe 125 taken ill of a fever. But being 
ſomething better on Friday, ſhe ſent and took a place, 
in the Cambridge coach, for the. Tueſday following, 
Her fiſter aſking her, If ſhe thought it was the will, 


of God ſhe ſhould go ? She anſwer'd, *I leave it to f 


the Lord; and am ſure he will find a way to prevent 
it, if it is not for my good.“ Sund. 17. She was ill 


again, and deſired me to write a note, That ſhe might 
be pray'd for. I aſłk'd, What I ſhould write? She an- 


lwered, “ You know. what I want, A lively f faith.“ 


Being better on Mond. 18, She got up, to prepate for 


15158 rney ; tho? ſtill defiring God, to put a ſtop to 
it was not according to his will. As ſoon as ſhe, 
role from prayer, ſhe fainted away, When ſhe came. 


to herſelf ſhe ſaid, © Where is that ſcripture of Ba- 
laam journeying, and the angel. of the Lord ſtanding. 
in the way ? I can, bring this home to myſelf. I Was 
juſt going this morning, ang lee, God has taken AVI: 


all my ftrength. 2 


by 91 rom this hour, he wk e continually pray Fo 7 


* himſelf to her 


ing to God, That he woul / j 
ou 
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[ 45 J | 
foul, On Tuejd. 19. being in tears, She aſked, 
«What was the matter?” She anſwered, ' The devil is 
very buſy with me.“ On aſking, © Who condemns 
you ?” She pointed to her heart and ſaid, This: 
And God is greater than my heart.” On Thur/d. after 
Mr. Richards had prayed with her, ſhe was much 
chearfuller, and, ſhe could not doubt but God. 
would fulfil the defire which He had given her. 

' & Frid, 22. One of her ſiſters coming out of the 
country to ſee her, ſhe ſaid, „If I had come to you, 
Evil would have befallen me. But I am ſnatch'd out of 
the hands of the devil. Tho'God has not yet revealed 
H imſelf unto me, yet I believe, were I to die this 
night, before to-morrow | ſhould be in heaven.” Her 

filter ſaying, I hope God will reſtore you to health; 
ſhe replied, Let Him do what ſeemeth Him good.” 
Sal. 23. She ſaid, I ſaw my mother and brother 
and fiſter in my ſleep, and they all receivedableſling 
in a moment,” I aſked, if ſhe thought ſhe ſhould die? 
And whether ſhe believed, the Lord would receive 
her ſoul? Looking very carneſtly, ſhe ſaid, © I have 
not ſeen the Lord yet. But I believe I ſhall ſee Him 
and live. Altho' theſe are bold words, for a ſinner 


a > * 


to ſay. Are they not?” 


Sund. 24. 1 aſked her, How bave you refted?” 
She anſwered, © Very well. Tho' 1 have had no 
ſleep; and I wanted none: for I have had the Lord 
with me, O let us not be aſhamed of Him, but pro- 
claim Him upon the houſe-top. And I know,what- 
ever I aſk in the name of Jeſus, according to his will, 
I ſhall have.“ Soon after ſhe called haſtily to me, 
and faid, © I fear I have deceived myſelf. 1 thought 
the amen was ſealed in my heart; but I fear, it is not. 
go down and pray for me, and let Him not go, till 
He has given my-heaft's deſire.” Soon after ſhebrgj 
out into ſinging and ſaid, I was ſoon deliver'd of f 
fears. I was only afraid of a flattering hope: but if 
it had been ſo, I would not have let Him go,” 

Her fiſter that was come to ſee her was much yþ0n_ 

Her mind. © You, ſaid the” are in pain far her. | 

But have faith for this little child. God bas & fa- 

vour unto her,” In the afternoon ſhe deſired me to 
TALL. ND Ads 4 * * 4 o 1 | 2 Write 
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write a bill for her. I aſk'd, what ſhall I write ? She 
ſaid, Return thanks for what God has done for me, 
and pray that He would manifeſt Himſelf to my re- 
lations alſo, Go to the preaching. Leave but one 
with me.“ Soon after we were gone ſhe roſe up,call'd "1208 
to the perſon that was with her and ſaid, Now it is Wt 


done. I am aſſured my ſins are forgiven.“ The per- FI 
ſon anſwering, © Death is a little thing to them that 41 
die in the Lord :“ She replied with vehemence, A. Si 
little thing! it is nothing.“ The perſon then deſiring, fi 
ſhe would pray for her, ſhe anſwer'd, I do: I pray Fl j | 
for all. I pray. forall I know, and for them I do not 9 
know. And the Lord will hear the prayer of faith... 


At our return, her ſiſter kneeling by the bed fide ſhe big "i 
ſaid, “ Are you not comforted, my dear, for me ? Kh! 
Her ſpeech then failing, ſhe made ſigns for her to be 

by her, and kiſs'd her and ſmiled upon her. She then Kol 
lay about an hour without ſpeaking or ſtirring ; till ; | 

about three o'clock on Monday morning, ſhe cried 
out, My Lord and my God!” fetch'd a double ſigh, 

and died,” Te | i 8 

Frid, 29. Hearing of one who had been drawn 
away by thoſe who propheſy ſmooth things, I went to 
her houſe. But ſhe was purpoſely gone abroad; Per- 
ceiving there was no human help, I defired the cone” 
gregation at Short's-Gardens, to join with me in prayer 
to God, That He would ſuffer her to have no reſt in 
her ſpirit, 'till ſhe return'd into the way of truth. Two 
days after ſhe came to me of her own accord, and 
confeſt, in the bitterneſs of her ſoul, That ſhe had no 
reſt, day or night, while ſhe remain'd with them, out 
of whoſe hands God had now delivered her. 

There was ſomething remarkable inthe manner of 

their love-feaſt, at which ſhe was preſent, Sund. 31. 

'P above an hour all were filent ; no ſinging, no pray- 

er, no word of exhortation, Then Mr. S fatd 

© My ſiſters, I was thinking in my heart, how many 

_ {cripture-names there are among you.” (Might he 

not as well have been thinking, how many barly-corns 

would reach from London to Edinburgh?) “ There are 
three Martha's: ſo he went on, telling with great ex- 

_  aftneſs, how many there were of every name. Then 

. N ſilence 


— 


ien. 
Wall 


ſome of them may deſire. 


261 
ſilence enſued; After a while he ſpake again. 4 Se. 
ven of our ſiſters are going to Penſylvania. But my 
Saviour will give us as many more.” One replied, 
See, He has given us one already.“ It is in m 
heart, (ſaid Mr. S—) to give Him thanks for it: On 


which he ſpoke a few words of thankſgiving. Juſt be. 


fore they broke up, Mrs. H. ſaid, my Saviour puts it 
into my heart, to pray.” She then ſpoke five or 
ſix ſentences, and the company was diſmiſs'd. 


Mond. Feb. 1. I found, after the excluſion of ſome, 


who did not walk according to the goſpel, about ele- 
ven hundred, who are I truſt of a more excellent ſpi- 
rit, remain'd in the ſociety, 8 BE 
Tur. 4. A clergyman lately come from America, 
Who was at the preaching laſt night, call'd upon me, 
appear d full of good defires, and ſeem'd willingto caſt 
in his lot with us. But I cannot ſuddenly anſwer in 
this matter. I muſt firſt know, What ſpirit he is of, 
For none can labour with us, unleſs he count all things 
dung and drofs that he ee Chriſt. | 
Frid. 5. I ſet out, and with ſome difficulty reach'd 
| Chippenham on Sat. evening; the weather being ſo ex- 
tremely rough and boiſtrous, that 1 had much ado to 
ſit my Si 5g On Sunday about noon I came to Kings- 


wood, where were many of our friends from Bali, 


Briſtol and Wales. O that we may ever thus love one 
another, with a pure heart fervently ! 


| Mond. 8. I rode to Bath and in the evening ex- 
| -plain'd the latter 3 of the ſeventh of St Luke. Ob- 


| ſerving many noiſy ponxſons at the end of the room, I 


vent and ſtood in the midſt of them. But the greater 
- * part ſlipt away to that end from which 1 came, and 
then took heart, and cried aloud again. I pauſed, to 


give them their full ſcope; and then began a particu- 
Jar application to them, They were very quiet in a 
' ſhort time, and I truſt, will not forget it ſo ſoon as 


Wendſ. 10. And the following days of this week, ! 


ſpoke ſeverally with all thoſe, who deſired to remain 
in the United Society, to watch over each other in 


love. 
| 2 EE ae x Mond. 
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Mond. 15. Many met together to conſult, on a pro- 
per method for diſcharging the publick debt. And it 
was at length agreed, 1. That every member of the ſo- 
ciety who was able, ſhould contribute a penny a week: 
2. That the whole ſociety ſhould be divided into little 
companies or claſſes, about twelve in each claſs; and, 
3. That one perſon in each claſs ſhould receive the 
contribution of the reſt, and biing it into the ſtewards. 
weekly, | 
Fal 36 1 went to Bath. Many threatned great 
things, But I knew the ſtrength of them and their 
god, I preach'd on, He fhall ſave his people from 
their fins * We diſturbing or interrupting me. 4 
Sat, 20, I preach'd at Ieaver's Hall. It was a glo- 
rious time, Several drop'd to the ground as if ſtruck 
by lightning. Some cried out in bitterneſs of foul: 1 
knew not where to end, being conſtrain'd to begin 
anew, again and again. In this acceptable time we 
begg'd of God to reſtore our brethren, who are de- 
parted from us for a ſeaſon: and to teach us all, to 
follow aſter the things that make for peace, and the things 
whereby one may edify another, _ 2 . 
Sund. 21, In the evening I explain'd the exceeding 
great and precious promiſes which are given us: A ſtrong. 
confirmation whereof read, in a plain, artleſs account, 
of a child, whoſe bady ther lay before us. The ſub- 
{tance of this was as follows. „„ 
John Moolley was for ſome time in your ſchool, 
But was turn'd out for his ill behaviour: Soon afterhe 
ran away from his parents, lurking about for ſeveral 
days gt nights together, and hiding himſelf in holes 
and corners, that his mother might not find him. Dur- 
ing this time he ſuffer'd both hunger and cold. Once 
he was three whole days without ſuſtenance, ſometimes: : 
weeping and praying by himſelf, and ſometimes play- 
ing with other looſe boys. 15 
One night he came to the New- Room. Mr. Weſley 
was then f cak ing of diſobedience to parents. He was 
quite ies and thought there never was in 
. the world, fo wicked a child as himſelf, He went 
home, and never ran away any more. His mother ſaw 
the.change in his whole behaviour, but knew not the 


Cauſe, - C 2 He 
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He would often get up ſtairs by himſelf to prayer, and 
often go alone into the fields, having done with all his 
idle companions. 5 | | | 
And now the devil began to ſet upon him with all 
his might, continually tempting him to ſelf-murder, 
Sometimes he was vehemently preſt to hang himſelf, 
ſometimes to leap into the river. But this only made 
him the more earneſt in prayer: In which after he had 


been one day wreltling with God, he ſaw himſelf, he 


ſaid, ſurrounded on a ſudden with an inexprellible 
light, and was ſo fill'd with joy and the love of God, 
that he ſcarce knew where he was, and with ſuch love 
to all mankind, that he could have laid himſelf on the 
ground, for his worſt enemies to trample upon. 
From this time his father and mother were ſur- 


prized at him, he was ſo diligent to help them in all 


things. When they went to the preaching, he was 
careful to give their ſupper to the other children: and 
when he had put them to bed, hurried away to the 

room), to light Eis father or motherhome. Meantime, 


he loſt no opportunity of hearing the preach ing him - 


ſelf, or of doing any good he cou'd either at home 
or in any place where he was. FOOTY 
One day walking in the fields, he fell into talk with 
- a farmer, who ſpoke very lightly of religion. John 
told him, he ought not to talk ſo; and 7 omar upon 
hat word of the apoſtle, (which he begg'd him to con- 
ſider deeply) Without holineſs nd man ſhall fee the Lord. 
The man was amazed ; caught the child in his arms, 
and knew not how to part with him, 8 
His father and mother once hearing him ſpeak pretty 
loud in the next room, liſten'd to hear what he ſaid. 


He was praying thus: © Lord, 1 do not expect to be 


heard for my much ſpeaking. Thou know'ſt my heart. 
Thou knoweſt my TART, ff 

ticulars. Afterward he pray'd very earneſtly for bis 
parents, and for his brothers and ſiſters by name: Then 


or Mr. John and Charles Weſley, that God would {et 


their faces as a flint, and give them to go on, conquer: 


ing and to conquer: Then for all the other miniſters he 


* B 


desired to be, true miniſters of Chriſt, 


could remember by name, and for all that were, or 


In 


Je then deſended to par- 
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In the beginning of his illneſs, his mother a{k'd* 
him, If he wanted any thing? He anſwered, © No- 
thing but Chriſt, and I am as ſure of Him, as if I 
had Him already.” He often ſaid O mother, if 
all the world believ'd in Chriſt, what a happy world 
would it be? And they may, For Chriſt died for 
every foul of man. I was the worſt of ſinners, and 
He died for me. O Thou that calleſt the worſt of ſin- 
ners, call me, O, it is a free gift, I am-ſure 1 have. 
done nothing to deſerve it.“ | 
On Wedneſday he ſaid to his mother, I am in 
very great trouble for my father. He has always ta- 
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ken an honeſt care of his family. But he does not 1 
know God : If he dies in the ſtate he his in now, he 1 
cannot be ſaved. I have prayed for him; and will: 
pray for him *. If God ſhould give him the true faith, Wi 
and then take him to Himſelf, do not you fear: Do 11 
not you be troubled. God has promiſed to be a father 
to the fatherleſs and a huſband to the widow; I Will! lt 
pray for him and you in heaven: And I hope wedhall.. Wo 
ſing Hallelujah in heaven together.“ TT P 1 
To his eldeſt ſiſter he ſaid, * Do- not puff yourſelf Ml 
up with pride. When you receive yourWages, whieh- | | 
is not much, lay it out in plain neceſſaries. And ito i 
you are inclined to be merry, do not ſing ſongs ;-. Ml 
That is the devils diverſion ; There are many lies ande 1 
ill things in thoſe idle ſongs. Do you ſing pſalms and _Þ 
hymns. Remember your Creator in the days of yours | 
youth, When you are at work, you may lift up your 


heart to God. And be ſure never to riſe or go to bed, 

without aſking his bleſſing. . 223 
He added, © I ſhall die. But do not cry for me. Whyjy e 

ſhould you cry for me ? Confider what a joyful thing 

it is, to have a brother go to heaven, I am not a. 

man, I am but a boy. But is it not in the bible, Out- 

of the moutſis of babes and ſucklings Thou ſiaſt ordain d 

firength? I know where I am going. I wou'd not- 

be without this knowledge for athoultnd worlds, For 
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tho' I am not in heaven yet, I am as ſure of it, as if 


'- I wan.” | 


On Wedneſday night, he wreſtled much with God in 
prayer. At laſt, throwing his arms open, he cried, 
% Come, come, Lord Jeſus! I am thine. Amen 
and Amen.“ He ſaid, God anſwers me in my heart, 
Be of good chear ; Thou haſt overcome the world :” 
And that immediately after, he was fill'd with love 
and joy unſpeakable. | F 
Hie ſaid to his mother, © That ſchool was the ſaving 
of my ſoul; for there I began to ſeek the Lord, But 
how is it, that a perſon no ſopner begins to ſeek the 
Lord, but Satan ſtrait ſtirs up all his inſtruments 
againſt him? ?! 5 

When he was in agony of pain he cried out, O 
Saviour give me patience. Thou haſt given me pati- 
ence. But give me more, Give me thy love, and 


paiin is nothing, Ihave deſerved all this, and a thou- 


 Jand times more. For there is no fin but I have been 
anno. | CE | 

A while after he ſaid, © O mother, how is this? 
If a man does not do his work, the . maſters in the 
world will not pay him his wages. But it is not ſo 
with God, He gives me good wages, and yet I am 
ſure 1 have done nothing to gain them. O it is a free 
gift. It is free for every ſoul. For Chriſt has died 
for all.“ ; . XZ : E ä 5 7 
On Turjday morning his mother aſk'd him, How 
he did? He ſaid, I have had much ſtruggling to 
night. But my Saviour is ſo loving to me, I do not 
mind it: it is no more than nothing to me.” 
Then be ſaid, © I deſire to be buried from the 
room, and I deſire Mr, Weſley would preach a ſermon 
over me, on thoſe words of David (unleis he thinks 
any other to be more fit) Before I was afflifled 1 went 
aftray: but naw 1 have kept thy word, _ 

I aſked him, How do-you find yourſelf now ? He 
ſaid, In great pain, but full of love.” Laſked But does 
2 the love of God overcome Aer Ae 
Les A pain. is nothing to me, I did ſing praiſes to 
; me Lorin übe wid my l And 1 
could not help it.“ I aſked him, If he was wry " 

| — e | die! 


* 
die? He replied, © O yes; with all my heart.“ I ſaid, 
But if life and death were ſet before you, what would 
ou chooſe then? He anſwered, * To die and to be 
with Chriſt, I long to be out of this wicked world.” 
On Thurſday night he ſlept much ſweeter than he 
had done for ſome time before. In the morning he 
| begg'd toſee Mr. John Weſley, When Mr. Weſley came 
and after ſome other queſtions, a{ſk'd him, What he 
ſhould pray for? He ſaid, © That God would give him 
a clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit within him.“ 
When prayer was ended, he ſeemed much enliven'd 
and ſaid, I thought I ſhould have died to day. But I 
muſt not be in haſte, I am content to ſtay. I will 
- tarry the Lord's leiſure.” 0 DD 
On Saturday, one aſk'd, If he {till choſe to die? 
He ſaid, IJ have no will: my will is refigned to the 
willof God. But I ſhall die. Mother, be not trou- 
bled. I ſhall go away like a lamb,” 1 
On Sunday he ſpoke „ On Monday 
his ſpeech began to ſaulter. On Tuefday it was gone; 
but he was fully in his ſenſes, almoſt continually lifti- 
ing up his eyes to heaven. On Wedneſday his ſpeech 
being reſtored, his mother ſaid, © Jacky, you have 
not been with your Saviour to night.“ He replied, 
„ Ves, I have.“ She afk'd, What did he ſay ?” 
He anſwered, © He bid me not be afraid of the Devil. 
For he had no power to hurt me at all, but I ſhould 
tread him under my feet.” He lay very quiet on 
Wednefday night. The next morning he ſpent in con- 
tinual prayer: e ran, the Lord's prayer, and 


 ._ earneſtly commending his foul into the hands of God, 


He then call'd for his little brother and ſiſter to kiſs 
them; and for his mother, whom he deſired to kiſs 
him. Then (between nine and ten) he ſaid, “ Now, 
let me kiſs oe which he did, and immediately fell 
aſleep, - - „ 

He lived ſome months above thirteen years. 

Sund. 28. In the evening, I ſet out for Wales. I lay 
that night about fix miles from Briſtol, and preachd 
in the morning, March 1. to a few of the neighbours. 
| We then haſten'd to the paſſage : but the boat was 
gone, half an hour before the uſual time, So I was 
8 En, > obliged 


C04 1 


_ obliged to wait 'till five in the afternoon ; we then {et 
out with a fair breeze, Butwhen we were nearly half 
"over the river, the wind entirely fail'd. The boat 
could not bear up againſt the ebbing-tide, but was dri- 
ven down among the rocks on one of which we made 
my to ſcrabble up, whence about ſeven we got io | 
land, „„ | 
That night I went forward about five miles, and the | 
next morning came to Cardyf, There I had the plea- 
ſure of meeting Mr, Jones of Fonmon, ſtill preſſing on | 
into all the fullneſs of God. I rode with him to Men- 
vo. The church was throughly filled, while Iexplain- 
ed the former part of the ſecond leſſon, concerning | 
the barren fig-tree; and the power of the Lord was T- 
preſent both to wound and to heal. | 5 
_Iexplain'd in the evening at Fonmon, tho' in weak 
neſs and pain, How Jeſus ſaveth us from our ſins. 
The next morning at eight I preach'd at Bolton, a 
little town four miles from Fonmon. Thence I rode to s 
Lantriſſent, and ſent to the miniſter, to deſire the uſe 
of his church. His anſwer was, He ſhould have 
been very willing; but the biſhop had forbidden 
him.” By what law? I am not legally conviR, either 
of Hereſy or any other crime, By what authority then 
am I ſuſpended from.preaching ? By bare-faced arbi- 
trary power. 3 : h 
Another clergyman immediately offer'd me his : 
church. But it being too far off, | preach'd in a large | 
room : Spent a little time with the ſociety in prayer 
and exhortation, and then took horſe for Cardiff, 
 Thurſ. 4. About noon I preach'd at Laniſſan, and 
was afterward much refreſh'din meeting the little ear- 
| neſt ſociety. I preach'd at Cardiff at ſeven, on Be not 
bl righteous overmuch, to a larger congregation than be- 
fore: And then exhorted the ſociety, To fear only, 
the being over wicked, or the falling ſhort of the full 
image of God, | EV 7 | 
Frid. 5. I talk'd with one, who uſed frequently to 
ſay, I pray God, I may never have this New Faith. 
I defire, that I may not know my fins forgiven, *till I 
come to die.“ But as ſhe was fome weeks ſince read- 
ing the bible at home, the clear light broke in 1 
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her ſoul. She knew, All her fins where blotted out; 
and cried aloud, ** My Lord and my Gd. 

In the evening I expounded, Iis is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith, We afterwards 
admitted ſeveral new members into the ſociety, and 
were greatly. comforted together. Sat. 6. I left Car- 
diff and about eight in the evening came to Briſtol. 

Wednſ. 10. I was with a gentlewoman, whole diſ- 
temper has puzzeled the . eminent phyſicians for 
many years: It being ſuch as they could neither give” 
any rational account of, nor find any remedy for. lhe 
plain caſe is, She is tormented by an evil ſpirit, fol- 
lowing her day and night. Yea, try all your drugs 
over and over; But at length it will plainly appear 
That ths kind goeth not out, but by prayer and faſting. 
Frid. 12. I read part of Dr. Cheyne's natural method 
of curing diſeaſes : Of which I cannot but obſerve, it is 
one of the moſt ingenious books which I ever ſaw. 
But what epicure will ever regard it? For © the man 
talks againſt good eating and drinking!“ 4 

Our Lord was gloriouſly preſent with us at the 
watch-night : So that my voice was loſt in the eries of 
the people. After midnight about an hundred of us 
"_— home together, ſinging and rejoicing and praiſ- 
ing od. : , 1 55 | 4 ; 7 
FPrid. 19. I rode once more to Pensford, at the ear- 
neſt requeſt of ſeveral ſerious people. The place Where 
they deſired me to preach was a liule green ſpot, 
near the town But I had no ſooner begun, than a 
great company of rabble, hired (as we, afterwards 
found) for that purpoſe, came furiouſly upon us bring- 
ing a bull which they had been baiting, and now 
firove to drive in among the people. But the beaſt. 
_ was wiſer than his drivers, and continually ran, either 

on one ſide of us or the other, while we quietly ſang. 

praiſe to God, and pray'd for about an haur. The poor 
wretches finding themſelves diſappointed, at length 
ſeized upon the bull, now weak and tired, after hav- 
ing been ſo long torn and beaten both by dogs and 
men, and by main ſtrength, partly dragg'd and partly 
thurſt him in among the people. When they had. 
forced their way to the little table on which 1 * 
5 | they. 


3 


— 


4 J 


they ſtrove ſeveral times to throw it down, by thruſt. - 


ing the helpleſs beaſt againſt it, who of himſelf ſtirr'd 
no more than a log of wood. I once or twice put 


aſide his head with my hand, that the blood might not 


drop upon my cloaths; intending to go on, as foon as 


the hurry ſhould be a little over. But the table falling 
down, ſome of our friends caught me in their arms, 
and carried me right away on their ſhaulders, while 


the rabble wreak'd their vengeance on the table, 
which they tore bit from bit. We went a little way 


off, where I finiſh'd my diſcourſe, without any noiſe 


Su nd. 21, In the evening I rode to Marſſiſeld and 
on Tueſday in the afternoon came to London. Wedne/, 
24. | preach'd for the laſt time, in the French chapple 
at Wapping, on, I ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
diſciples mndeed. 3 


or interruption. 


Thurf. 25 I appointed ſeveral earneſt and ſenſible 
mentomeet me, to whom I ſhow'd the great difficulty 


I had long found, of knowing the people who deſired 


to be under my care, After much diſcourſe, they all 
agreed, There cou'd be no better way, to come to a 
ſure, thorough knowledge of each perſon, than to di- 
vide them into claſſes like thoſe at Briſtol, under the 


inſpettion ofthoſe in whom ] could moſt confide. This 


was the origin of our claſſes at London, for which I can 


[never ſufficiently praiſe God: The unſpeakable uſeful · 
neſs of the inſtitution, having ever ſince been more 
and more manifeſt, | . 


eden ſ. g 1. My brother ſet out for Oxford. In the 
evening I call'd upon Ann Calcut, She had been 


ſpeechleſs for ſome time. But almoſt as ſoon as we 
began to pray, God reſtored her ſpeech. She then 
witneſs'd a good confeſſion indeed. I expected to ſee 


her no more : But from that hour the fever left her, 
< w_ in a few days ſhe aroſe and walk'd, glorifying 
Sund April 4. About to in the afternoon; being 


the time my brother was preaching at Oxford, beſore 


the Unwerfity, I deſired a few perſons to meet with 
me and join in prayer. We continued herein much 
„„ Foun] | „„ longer 
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longer than we at firſt deſign'd, and believ'd we had 
the petition we aſked of God. 1 8 
Frid, g. We had the firſt watch- night in London. We 
commonly chuſe for this folemn ſervice, the Friday 
night, neareſt the. full moon, either before or after, 
that thoſe of the congregation who live at a diſtance, 
may have light to their ſeveral homes, The ſervice 
begins at half an hour paſt eight, and continues till a 
little after midnight, We have often found a peculiar 
bleſſing at theſe ſeaſons, There is generally a deep 
awe upon the congregation, perhaps in ſome meaſure 
owing to the ſilence of the night: particularly in ſing. 
ing the hymn with which we commonly conclude; 


« Hearken to the ſolemn Voice! 
The awful midnight Cry! 
Waiting Souls, Rejoice, Rejoice, 
And feel the Bridegroom nigh.” 


April 16. Being Good. friday, I was deſired to call 
on one that was ill at Iington. I found there ſeveral 
of my old acquaintance, who loved me once as the ap- 
ple of their eye. By ſtaying with them but a little I 
was clearly convinced, That was I to ſtay but one 

. week among them, (unleſs the providence of God 
lainly called me fo to do) I ſhould be as fi:{as poor 

. St—, I felt their words as it were thrilling thro? 

my veins, So ſoft! So pleaſing to nature! It ſeem'd 
our religion was but a heavy, coarſe thing ; nothing ſo 
delicate, ſo refined as theirs, I wonder any perſon o 

taſte (that has not faith) can ſtand before them! _ 

Sund. 18. In the afternoon, one who had taſted 
the love of God; but had turn'd again to folly, was 
deeply convinced, and torn as it were in pieces, by 

guilt and remorſe and fear. And even after the ſer- 
mon was ended, ſhe continued in the ſame agony, it 
ſeemed both of body and foul. Many of us were then 
met together in another part of the houſe ; but her 
cries were fo piercing, tho' at a diſtance, that I could 
not pray, nor hardly ſpeak, being quite chill'd every 
time 1 heard them. I aſk'd, whether it were beſt to 
bring her in, or ſend her out of the houſe ? 'It being 
the general voice, ſhe was brought in, and we cried | 


| e 
to God, to heal her backfliding. We ſoon found 
we were aſking according to his will. He not only 
bad her depart in peace, but fill'd many others, till 
then heavy of heart, with peace and Joy in believing. 

Mond. 19. At noon I preach'd at Brentford, and 
- again about ſeyen in the evening. Many who had 
threaten'd to do terrible things were preſent: but they 
made no diſturbance at all. | | 

Tueſ. 20. Was the day on which our noiſy neigh. 

| bours had agreed, to ſummon all their forces together: 
a great number of whom came early in the evening, 
and planted themſelves as near the deſk as poſſible. 
But he that fitteth in heaven laugh'd them to ſcorn, 
The greater part ſoon vaniſh'd away ; and to ſome of 
the reſt, I truſt his word came with the demonſtrati- 
on of his ſpirit. | 1 „ 
Frid. 2g. I ſpent an agreeable hour, with Mr, 
 Wh——, I believe he is ſincere in all he ſays, con- 
cerning his earneſt deſire of joining hand in hand, with 
all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But if {as ſome 
would perſuade. me) he is not, the loſs is all on his 
own fide, I am juſt as I was, I go on my way, 
whether he goes with me, or ſtays behind. ” 
Sund. 28. At five J preached in Redcliff. ſquart, 
near Stepney, on, I came not to call the righteous, but 
funners to repentance, A multitude of them were ga- 
thered together before I came home, and filled the 
ſtreet above and below the Foundery, Some who ap- 
prehended we ſhould have but homely treatment, beg- 
. ged me to go in as ſoon as poſſible, But I told them, 
6 No« provide you for yourſelves. But I have a meſ. 
ſage to deliver firſt.” I told them, after a few words, 
* Friends, let every man do as he pleaſes. But it is 
manner when I ſpeak of the things of God, or when 
another does, to uncover my head: which I accord- 
ingly did, and many of them did the ſame, I then ex- 
horted them, to repent and believe the goſpel. Not a 
few of them appeared to be deeply affected. Nov, 
Satan, count thy gains. F 
Mond. 26. 1 called on one who was ſorrowing 3 
without hope, for her ſon Who was turned again to 
. folly. I adviſed her, to wreſtle with God for his 
bol. And in two days, he brought home the wander- 
= HE LOW OY 1 
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ing ſheep, fully convinced of the error of his ways, 
and determined to chuſe the better part. , 

 Saturd, May 1. One called, whom: I had often ad- 
viſed, 55 Not to hear them that preach ſmooth things.“ 


But ſhe could not believe thexe Was any danger there- 
in, „Seeing we were all ({he ſaid) children of God.“ 
The effects of it which now appeared in her were 


theſe: 1, She was grown above meaſure wiſe in her 
on eyes. She knew every thing as well as any could 


tell her, and needed not to be taught of man. 2. She ut- 
terly. deſpiſed all her brethren, ſaying, They were 
all in the dark; they knew not what faith meant. g. 


She deſpiſed her teachers as much, if not more than 


them : ſaying, © They knew nothing of the goſpel: 
they preached nothing but the law, and brought all 
into bondage who minded what they ſaid.“ Indeed, 


ſaid ſhe, after L had heard Mr. Sp—lI was amazed: for 


never ſince heard you preach one good ſermon. And 
I ſaid to my huſband, © My dear, did Mr. Weſley al- 
wazs.preach ſo? And he ſaid, © Yes, my dear: but 
your eyes were not opened.” 1 83 0s 
Thu. G. 1 deſcribed that falling away, ſpoken of 
by St. Paul io the Theffalomans, Which we ſo terriblx 
feel io be already come, and to have over · ſpread the 
(ſo called) Chriſtian world, One of my hearers was 
highly offended at my ſuppoſing any of the church of 
England to be concerned in this. But his ſpeech ſoon 


bewrayed him to be of no church at all, zealous and 


orthodox as he was, So that after I had appealed to 


his own heart, as well as to all that heard him, he re- 


tired with confuſion of face, 8 

Saturd. 8. One of Fetter lane mentioning a letter he 
had received from a poor man in Lincolnſhire, I read 
and deſired a copy of it: part of which is as follows: 


Samuel Meggot to Richard Ridley, 


* have now much communion with thee, and de- 


fire to have more, —But *till now I found a great gulph 
| between us, fo that we could not one paſs'to the other, 
2 1 : 


. There- 


j 38 ] 
Therefore thy letters were very death to me, andthou 
waſt to me as a branch broke off and thrown by to 


woither.— Vet I waited, if the Lord ſhould pleaſe to 


let us into the ſame union we had before. So the 
Lord hath given it. And in the ſame I write; de- 
firing it may continue until death. 


I wrote before to thee and om Harriſon, © Be not 


 afraidto be found ſinners,” hoping you would not ſe- 

parate the law from the ſpirit, until 15 fleſh was found 

ead. For I think our hearts are diſcovered by the 
law, yea, every tittle, and condemned by the ſame. 
Then are we quicken'd in the ſpirit. Juſtice cannot be 
ſeparated from mercy : netther-can they be one greater 
than the other. Keep the commandments and I will pray 
the Father, and he ſhall give you another comforter. Mark 
that! Thy fins be forgiven thee: Ariſe, take up thy bed 
and walk. Here is work before mercy, and mercy 
before work.—So then, thro' the law by faith our 
Heart is pure—Beware therefore of them, who 
while they. promiſe you liberty, are themſelves the 
ſervants of corruption. O dead faith, that cannot al- 
ways live pure] Treacherous Judas, that thus betray- 
eſt thy maſter | 8 

Let the law arraign you, *till Jeſus- Chriſt bring 


Forth judgment in your hearts unto victory. Yea, let 


your hearts be open wide, receiving both, that the 
one may confirm the other. So thou liveſt ſo much 
in the Son's righteouſneſs, that the law faith, ] have 
nought againſt thee—This is faith, that thus conquers 
the old man, in putting bim off, and putting on Chriſt. 
Purify your hearts by faith: ſo ſhall the temple of 
God be holy and the altar therein, that ſpiritual ſacri- 
fices'may he offer'd, acceptable to the Lord. Now 
if any man be otherwiſe minded let him be afhamed. 
For if there lives any of ourſelf in us, that one branch 
of nature, that one member, ſhall cauſe the whole 
man to burn everlaſtingly. Let as many as know not 
this perfection, which is by Jeſus Chriſt, preſs for- 
ward by faith till they come to the experimental 
+ knowledge of it. „ 1 

But how many ſouls have I ſeen waſhed, and turn'd 


gain to the wallowing in their fins.—O that Lamb? 


How 


S» * aw 


How is he put to an open ſhame again, who had once 
reconciled them to the Father! by 

Now I would write a little of the travel of my own 
ſoul. I thought myſelf right long ſince. . But when 
the light of life came, I faw myſelf ready to die in 
my ſins.—I had faith; but I had it by knowledge 
and not in power. Yet by this faith I bad great li- 
berty.—Nevertheleſs this faith kept my heart cor- 
rupt, and the whole man of fin alive. My way of 
proceeding was thus. Sometimes I was overtaken in 
a fault, and.ſo was put to a ſtand a little But as ſoon 
as I could, I would wipe mylelf by knowledge, ſay- 
ing, © Chriſt died for finners,” I was right fo far 

and no farther, He died for ſinners ; but not to ſave 
him that continues in his ſins. For whomſoever he 
cleanſes they are clean indeed: firſt finners, then ſaints, 
and ſo they remain. By and by I was overtaken again: 
and the oftner I was overtaken the ſtronger I thought 
myſelf in the Lord. Yea, for my corruptions ſake 1 
was forced to get more knowledge, or elſe I ſhould. 
have been condemned. So I arrived at ſuch a pitch 
of knowledge” (i. e. of notional faith) * that I could 
crucify Chriſt, with one hand, and take pardon with 
the other; ſo that I was always happy.—Here was 
the myſtery of iniquity, conceived in my heart, For 
it led me to this; if I was to take of any man's goods, 
I would ſay or think, © 1 am a ſinner of myſelf; but 
Chriſt died for me : ſo his righteouſneſs is mine.“ 
And farther, I could not ſee, but if I was to kill a 
man, yet I ſhould be pure. So great a friend to fin 
and the devil was I, that I — 
the devil to become the righteouſneſs of God in 
Chriſt: yea, that I began to love him whom the 
Lord hath reſerved for everlaſting fire. 1 
So I held Chriſt without, and the devil within. 
This is a myſtery, that I ſhould feel myſelf ſafe and 
pure, and yet the devil tobe in me. Judge who gave 
me this purity, and taught me to be thus perfect in 
Chriſt! But e'er long that began to break forth in 
action, which I had conceiv'd in my heart. But it 
was the Lord's will I ſhould not go far, before I was 
again brought under the law. Then did 1 ſtand ſtript 
5 . 12: | >" ab 
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have made ſin and 


. „„ 1 
and naked of that knowledge. I wiſh all who are fo 
deceiv'd as I was, were brought under the law, that 
they might learn what it is to come to Jefus Chriſt, 
And I wiſh them not to paſs from under the law, 'till 
they clearly fee the end of the law come into their 
hearts. | | | | | 
The law being mix'd with faith makes it quick and 
powerful. For as the law will not leave one hair of our 
heads uncondemned, ſo faith will not leave one unre- 
conciled. And bleſſed is he who lives in the ſame re- 
conciliation, and turns not as a dog to his vomit. Then 
mall he be called the child of God, who cannot fin, 

becauſe his feed remaineth in him.— | | 

Thou writeſt, © Jeſus makes it manifeſt to thee, 
that thou art a great ſinner,” That is well; and if 
more, it would be better for thee. Again thou layſt, 
« Since thou firft receivedſt a full and free pardon for 
all thy: fins, thou haſt received ſo many freſh pardons, 
that they are quite out of count,” And this thou 
ſayſt, is ſpoken © to thy own ſhame and thy Saviour's - 
praiſe.” Come, my brother, let us both be more a- 
ſhamed. Let us fee where we are, and what we are do- 
ing to the Lamb. We are not glorifying him: (let 
us not miſtake ourſelves thus) we are-crucifying him 
afreſh. * We are putting him to an open ſhame, and 
bringing ſwift damnation on our own heads. | 
Again thou ſayſt, Tho' thy fins be great and many, 
yet thy Saviour's grace is greater.“ Thou ſayſt right: 
or Elſe, How ſhould we have been cleanſed ? But his 
great cleaning power does not deſign, that we ſhou!d 
become foul again: leaſt he call us away in our un- 
eleanneſs, and we periſh for ever. For it will not pro- 
fit us, that we were once cleanſed, if we be found in 
uncleanneſs. BE FER | 

Take heed to thyſelf, that the knowledge that is in 
thee deceive thee not. For thou writeſt ſo to my ex- 
perience, that I can tel] thee as plain how thou art, or 
plainer than thou canft thyſelf, Thou ſayſt, “ After 


Gon haft done ſomerhing amiſs, thou needeſt not to be 


_ unhappy one moment, if thou wilt but go to thy Savi. 
our. Is not this the very ſtate I have mentioned? O 

that that knowledge was caſt out! So ſhouldſt thou al- 

Vays do the things that pleaſe the Father. O 7 _ : 
hx Wh | 255 | rot Bel, 
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brother; how art thou bewitch'd by the deceiver of thy > - 
ſoul? Thou art a ſtranger to the ſaviour, who is gone 
to heaven, to give repentance to his people and rèmiſ- 
ſion of fins, I am afraid, the devil is thy ſaviour: 
More of him is manifeſt in thee, than of CHRIST. He 
tells thee, Thou art pure and waſh'd : But he couzens 
thee. Yea, his deceitfulneſs cries out for vengeance. 
Yet he would be a Chriſt or a God. 
© how ſayſt, thou © haſt. need of remiſſion of ſins 
every day.” Yes, ſo thou haſt: And more. Thou 
| haſt need every moment; ſo ſhou'dſt thou be clean; 
for this every moment ſhould be eternity to thy ſoul. . 
Thou thankeſt Gov that © He hath provided ſuch an 
high- prieſt for thee,” Let Him be thine; So ſhalt 
thou be ruled by Him every moment. What? Is He 
| ſuch a ſaviour as can cleanſe us from ſin, and not keep 
us in the ſame? Judge where thou art, Thou and I and 
many more were once made pure. And we were pure 
while we beliey'd the fame, and were kept by the Fa- 
ther for his own name's ſake. But how. long did we : 
thus believe? Let every man judge himſelf, * 
Now, my brother, antwer for thylelt. Dolt thou 
believe, That thou mult always | nave this thy. heart, 
which is corrupted through and through with fin? I 
ſay, Doſt thou believe, thy heart mult be thus un pure? 
If thou doſt, the ſame. doctrine mult be preact.'4 io 
thee which was at firſt. © Ye muſt receive the Holy 
GHoſt: that is, thou muſt be brought to the firſt remiſ- 
ſion, and there thou wilt ſee Jesus laid flain in thy 
heart. This thy firſt purity I will acknowledge. = 
none elſe. I believe the foundation of life Was once. 
in thee, But many together with thee have fallen 
away. Thou heareſt how L acknowledge thee and 
where and no where elſe, And herein I have commu- 
nion with thee in my ſpirit, and b it will continue 
is the end. — 


And is poor Samuel Meggot himſelf, now fallen into 
the very ſame ſnare, againſt which he ſo earneſtly 
_ warn'd his friend? Lon D, what is man! 

Sund. 9. 1 preach'd i in Charles-Square, to the largeſt 
Fongregation- I have ever ſeen there, Many of the 
. 8 baſer 
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baſer people would fain have interrupted, But they 
fookd 4er a time, it was loſt — One who 3 
more ſerious, was (as ſhe afterwards confeſt) exceeding 
angry at them. But ſhe was quickly rebuked, by a 

ſtone which light upon her head, and ſtruck her down 
to the ground. In that moment heranger was at an 
end, and love only flPd her heart. . 
Medneſ. 12, I waited on the archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury with Mr, Whitefield, and again on Friday; As alſo 
on the biſhop of London. I truſt if we ſhould be call'd 
to appear before princes, we ſhould not be aſhamed. 
Mond. 17. I had deſign'd this morning ta ſet out 
for Briſtol; but was unexpeRedly prevented. In the 
afternoon I receiy'd a letter from Leicefterfhire, preſſing 
me to come without delay, ana pay the laſt office of 
friendſhip to one whoſe ſoul was on the wing for eter- 
nity. On Thur. 20. I fet out. The next afternoon, 
I ſtopt a little at Newport-Pagnell, and then rode on 
till I overtook a ſerious man, with whom J immedi- 
ately fell into converſation, He preſently gave me to 
know, What his opinions were; therefore I ſaid no- 
thing to contradi&t them. But that did not content 
bim. He was quite uueaſy to know, © Whether I 
held the doctrine of the decrees as he did; But I told 
him over and over, © We had better keep to practical 
things, leaſt we ſhould be angry at one another.” And 
ſo we did for two miles, till he caught me unawares, 
and dragg'd me into the diſpute before I knew where 

I was. He then grew warmer and warmer: told me, 

I was rotten at heart, and ſuppoſed I was one of John 
Weſley's followers.” I told him, © No, I am Join 
Weſley himſelf.” Upon which 5 

Improoijum aſpris veluti qui ſentibus anguem 
Preſſit J%%%CCÜ” Sie, bt 
he would gladly have run away outright. But being 
the better mounted of the two, I kept cloſe to his ſide, 
and endeavour'd to ſhew him his heart, till we came 
into the ſtreet of Northampton. Sat, 22. About five in 
the afternoon, I reach'd Donnington-Park, _ 
Miſs Cowper was juſt alive. But as ſoon as We 
came ip, her ſpirit greatly revived, For three days 


we 


* 
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we rejoiced in the grace of God, whereby ſhe was fill'd 
with a hope full of immortality; with meekneſs, gen- 
tleneſs, patience and humble love, knowing in whom 
| ſhe had belived. | 285 65 
Tueſd. 25, I ſet out early in the morning with John 

Taylor, (ſince ſettled in London) and Wednjſ, 26. at 
eight or nine o'clock, reach'd Birſtal, fix miles be- 
yond Wakefeeld, | | | 

John Nelſon. had wrote to me ſome time before: But 
at that time I had little thought of ſeeing him. Hear- 
ing he was at home, I ſent for him to our inn; Whence 
he immediately carried me to his houſe ; and gave me 
an account of the ſtrange manner wherein he had been 
led on, from the time of our parting at London. 

He had full buſineſs there and large wages. But 
from the time of his finding peace with God, it was 


- continually upon his mind, That hemuſt return {tho%he _. 


knew not why) to his native place. He did fo, about 
. Chriſtmas, in the year 1740. His relations and ac- 

quaintance ſoon began to enquire, © What he thought 
of this new faith ? And whether he believ'd, There 
was any ſuch thing, as a man's knowing that his fins 
were forgiven? Fohn told them. point blank, That 
© this new faith as they call'd it, was the old faith 

of the goſpel: And that he himſelf was as ſure his 
ſins were forgiven, as he could be of the ſhining of 
the ſun.” This was ſoon noiſed abroad; More and 
more came to inquire, concerning theſe ſtrange things, 
Some put him upon the proof of the great truths, which 
ſuch inquiries naturally led him to mention, And thus 


he was brought unawares to quote, explain, compare 
and inforce ſeveral parts of ſcripture, This he did at io 


firſt, ſitting in his houſe, till the company increaſed fo 
that the houſe could not contain them. Then he ſtood 
at the door, which he was commonly obliged to-do, 
in the evening, as ſoon as he came from work, God 
immediately let his ſeal to what was ſpoken: and ſe- 
veral believed, and therefore declared, That God was 
merciful alſo to their unrighteouſneſs, and had forgiven 
All their fins, POND Ye OOO 8 
Mr. Ingham hearing of this, came to*Birftal, en- 
+; quired into the facts, talked with John himſelf, and 


ex- 


Fd 


EMT 
examined him with the cloſeſt exactneſs, both touchin 
his knowledge and ſpiritual experience. After which 
he encouraged him to proceed, and preſt him as often 
as he had opportunity, to come to any of the places 
| 1 had been, and ſpeak to the people as 
Cod ſhould enable him. 

But he ſoon gave offence, both by his plainneſs of 
ſpeech, and adviſing people to go to church and ſacra- 
ment. Mr. Ingham removed him ; but finding him in- 
_ corrigible, forbad any that were in his Societies to hear 
him. But being . perſuaded, this is the will of God 
concerning him, he continues to this hour working, in 
the day, that he may be burthenſome to no man, and 
in the evening teſtifying the truth as it is im Jeſus, 

I] preached at. noon, on the top of Brrſtal-hill, to 
ſeveral hundreds of plain people: and ſpent the aſfter- 
noon, in talking ſeverally with thoſe, who had taſted 
of the grace of God, All of theſe, I found had been 
vehemently preſt, Not to run about to church and 
ſacrament,” and to keep their religion to themſelves; 
to be ſtill ; not to talk about what they had experi- 
enced.” At eight I preached on the fide of Dewſbury- 
moor, about two miles from Birſtal, and earneſtly ex- 
horted all who belived, To wait upon God in his 
own ways, and to let their light ſhine beſore men. 
Thurſd. 27. We left Birſtal, and on Friday 28. came to 
Nerocaſtle upon-Tyne. 5 
I read with great expectation, yeſterday and to day, 
 Xenophon's memorable: things of Socrates, I was utterly 
amazed at his want of Judgment. How many of theſe 
things would Plato never have mentioned! But it may 
be well, that we ſee the ſhades foo. of the brighteſt 
picture in all heathen antiquity, Yo 
We came to Newcaſtle about fx, and after a ſhort. 


_ . refreſhment, walked into the town. I was ſuprized, 


ſo much drunkenneſs, curſing and ſwearing (even from 
the mouths-of little children) do I never remember to 
have ſeen and heard before, in ſo ſmall a compals of 
time. Surely this place is ripe for Him, who cane 
not to call the righteous but finners to repentance, 
Saturd. 19. I was informed, that * One Mr. Hall 
© had been there about a Year before, and had 9 

. ne everal. 
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ſeveral times;” but I could not learn, that there was 


tha leaſt fruit of his labour; Nor could I find any that 


defired to hear him again, nor any that appeared to 
care for ſuch matters. | K 

Sund. 30. At ſeven I: walked down to Sandgate, 
the pooreſt and moſt contemptible part of the town, 
and ſtanding at the end of the ſtreet with John Taylor, 
began to ſing the hundredth pfalm. Three or four 
people came out to fee what was the matter, who ſoon 
encreaſed to four or five hundred. I ſuppoſe, there 
might be twelve or fifteen hundred before I had done 


preaching: to whom I applied thoſe folemn words, He 


was wounded for our. tranſgreſſions, He was brufed for 
our inquittes ; the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon Him, 
and by his ſtripes we are healed. | SITE | 

Obſerving the: people when I had done to ſtand 


gaping and ſtaring upon me, with the moſt proſound 


aſtoniſhment, I told them, If you defire to know 
who I am, my name is on Wefley, At five in the 
evening, with God's help, I defign to preach here 


again.“ 


At five, the hill on which I deſigned to preach, was 
cover'd from the top to the bottom. I never ſaw ſo 


large a number of people together, either in Moor fields, 
or at Rennington- Common. I knew it was not poſſible 


for the one half to hear, altho* my voice was then 


ſtrong and clear, and I ſtood ſo as to have them all in 
view, as they were ranged on the ſide of the hill. The 
word of God: which I fet hefore them was, I will heal 

ther)" Such ſlich ng, I will love them freely. After preaches - 
ing, the poor people were ready to tread me under 

foot, out of pure Jove and kindneſs. It was ſome time 
before I could poſſibly get out of the preſs. I then 
went back another way than I came, But ſeveral 


were got to our Inn before me; by whom I was vehe- 


mently impor tuned, to ſtay with them, at leaſt, a few 
days: or, however, one day more. But I could not 
conſent; having given my word, to he at Birſtal, with 


| God's leave, on Tueſday night. 


Some of theſe told me, . They were members of 


2 Religious Society, Which had ſafiſted for many years, 
| and had always gone ON IN A prudent, regular man- 


ner, 


, 
2 


I 


f 


* 


* 
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ner, and been well ſpoken of by all men. -They like. 
wiſe informed me, what a fine lihrary they had, and 
that the ſteward read a ſermon every Sunday,” And 


- 


yet how many of the publicans and harlots will go into 


#. 


2 kingdom of heaven before theſe ! 


Monday g1.. About three I left Newcaſtle. I read 
over to day the famous Dr. Pitcairn's works. But 1 
was utterly diſappointed, by that dry, ſour, contro- 


verſial book! We came in the evening to Borough-bridge; 


whereto my great ſurprize, the miſtreſs of the houle, 
tho' much of a gentlewoman, defired ſhe and her fa- 
mily might join with us in prayer. They did ſo like- 
wiſe between four and five in the morning. Perhaps 
even this ſeed may bring forth fruit. : 
© Tueſday, June 1, As we were riding thro' Knareſ. 
borough, not intending to ſtop there, a young man 
ſtopped me in the ſtreet, and earneſtly deſired me, to 
go to his houſe. I did ſo. He told me, Our talk- 
ing with a man, as we went through the town before, 
had ſet many in a flame, and that the ſermon we 
gave him, had travel'd from one end of the town to 
the other.” While I was with him, a woman came 


and deſired to ſpeak with me. I went to her houſe, 


whither five or ſix of her friends came, one of whom 
Had been long under deep conviction. We ſpent an 
hour in prayer, and all our ſpirits were refreſhed. _ 
About one we came to Mr. Moore's, at Beefton, near 
Leeds. His ſon rode with me after dinner to Birſtal, 
where (a multitude of people being, gathered from all 
parts) I explain'd to them the ſpirit. of bondage and 
adoption. L began about ſeven, . but could not con- 
cluae till half an hour paſt nine. . | 
 Wednef, 2. I was invited to Mrs. Holmes's, near 
Hallfax'; where I preach'd at noon on Aſt and ye ſiall 
receive. Thence I rode to. Dr. L—'s, the Vicar of 
Hullifax; a candid enquirer after truth. I called a- 


178 upon Mrs. Holmes in my return; when her 
55 


ſter a little ſurprized me, by aſking, © Ought not a 
miniſter of Chriſt to do three things, Firſt to preach 


his law, in order to convince of ſin: then to offer free 
pardon thro' faith in his blood ; to all convinced ſin · 
ners; and in the third place, to preach his law again, 


— 


F413, 3 
as a rule for thoſe that believe? I think, if any one 
does otherwiſe, he is no true miniſter of Chriſt. He 
divides what God has join'd, and cannot be ſaid to 

preach the whole goſpel.” | 

I preach'dat eight near Deroſbury-moor; and at eight 
the next morning, Thur. g. at Mirfield, where I found 

Nr. IJ. had been an hour before. Great part of the 
day I ſpent in ſpeaking with thoſe, who have taſted 
the powers of the world to come. By whoſe con- 
current teſtimony I find, That Mr. Ps method to this 
day 1s, 1. To endeavour to perſuade them, That they 
axe in a deluſion, and have indeed no faith at all: if 
this cannot be done, then 2. To make them keep it to 
themſelves; and g. To prevent their going to the 
church or ſacrament, at leaſt to guard them Ren hav- 

ing any reverence, or expecting to find any bleſſing in 
thoſe ordinances of God. 85 ö 
In the evening I preach'd at Atherton, a mile · from 
Birſtal, in a broad part of the highway, the people be- 
ing too numerous to be contained in any houſe in the 
town. After preaching, and the next day I ſpoke with 
more, who had, or ſought for redemption through 
Chriſt : all of whom | perceived had been adviſed al- 
ſo, to put their light under a buſhel ; or to forſake the 
* ordinances of God, in order to find Chriſt, © 
Frid. 4. At noon I preached at Brrftal once more. 
All the hearers were deeply attentive: whom I now 
confidently and chearfully committed to the great ſhep- 
herd and b:fhop of ' fouls, EET | 
Hence I rode to Beeſton. Here I met once more 
with the works of a-celebrated author, of whom many _ 

great men cannot ſpeak without rapture, and the 
| ſtrongeſt expreſſions of admiration, I mean Jacob 
Behme. The, book 1 now open'd was, his Myſterium Mag- 

& num, or the expolition of Gengſis. Being conſcious of 
5 my ignorance, I earneſtly beſought God to inlighten 
, my underſtanding. I ſeriouſly conſider'd what 1 read, 
and endeavour'dto weigh itin theballance of the ſanc- 
be: tuary. And what can I ſay, concerning the part 1 
read? I-can and muſt ſay thus much (and that with as 
full evidence as I can ſay, That two and two make 
four) It is moſt ſublime nonſenſe ; inimitable bumbaſt; 


PI . 
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fuſtian not to be parallel'd! All of a piece with his in- 
ired interpretation, of the word Tetragrammaton: On 
which (miſtaking it for the - unutterable name itſelf, 
whereas it means only, à word conſiſting of four let- 
ters) he comments with ſuch exquiſite gravity and ſo- 
lemnity, telling you the meaning of every /yllable of it ! 
Sat. 5. I rode for Epworth. Before we: came thi- 
ther, l made an end of Madam Guyon's ſhort method 
of prayer, and Les Torrents ſpirituals. Ah my bre- | 
thren! I can anſwer your riddle, now I have plough'd 
with your heifer. The very words I have ſo oſten 
heard ſome of you uſe, are not your on, no more 
than they are God's. They are only retail'd from 
this poor quietiſt: and that with che utmoſt faithful 
neſs. O that ye knew, how much God is wiſer than 
man! Then would you drop quietiſts and myſticks to- 
gether, and at all hazards keep tothe plain, practical, 
written word of God. | | | 
It being many years ſince I had been in Epworth be- 
fore, I went to an inn, in the middle of the town, not 
knowing whether there were any left in it now, who 
wou'd not be aſhamed of my acquaintance. But ar old 
ſervant of my father's, with two or three poor women, 
preſently found me out. I aſk'd her, Do you know 
any in Epworth Who are in earneſt to be ſaved ? She 
anſwer'd, I am, by the grace of God; and 1 know 
Iam ſaved through faith.” Iaſk' d, Have you then 
the peace of God ? Do you know that he has forgiven 
your ſins ? She replied, 1 thank God, I know it. 
well. And many here can ſay the ſame thing.“ x 
Sund. 6. A little before the ſervice began, I went 
to Mr. Romley the curate, and offer'd to aſſiſt him ei- 
ther by preaching or reading prayers. But he did not 
care to accept of my aſſiſtanee. The church was ex- 
_ ceeding full in the afternoon, a rumour being ſpread, 
that I was to preach. But the fermon on Quench, not 
the ſpirit was not ſuitable to the expeRation of many 
of the hearers. Mr. Romiey told them, © One of the 
moſt dangerous ways of quenching the ſpirit was by 
enthuſiaſm: and enlarged on the character of an en- 
thuſiaſt, in a very florid and oratorical manner. After 
ſermon FJolin Taylor ſtood in the church yard, and gave 
| . 5 | notice 
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notice as the people were coming out, Mr. Weſley, 
not being permitted to preach in the church, deſigns to 


preach here at ſix o'clock.” | 155 
Accordingly at ſix I came, and found ſuch a congre- 


gation, as I believe Epworth never ſaw before. I ſtood 


near the eaſt end of the church, upon my father's 
tombſtone and cried, The kingdom of heaven is not meats 
and drinks; but Tighteoufneſs and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 27 R Of St is a) „ 
At eight I went to Edward Smith's, where were 
many not only of Epworth, but of Burnham, Haxey, 
Ouſton, Belton, and other villages round about, who 
greatly deſired, That I would come over to them and 
help them. I was now in a ſtrait between two: deſir- 
ing to haſten forward in my journey, and yet not 
knowing how to leave theſe poor bruiſed reeds, in the 
confuſion wherein I found them. John Harriſon it 
ſeems, and Richard Ridley, had told them, in expreſs. 


terms, © All the ordinances are man's inventions; and 


if you go to church or ſacrament, you will be damn'd,” 
Many hereupon wholly forſook the church, and others 
knew not what to do, At laſt I determined to ſpend 
{ome days here, that I might have time both to preach 
in each town, and to ſpeak ſeverally with thoſe in every 
place, who had found or waited for ſalvation.  _ 
Mond. 7. I preached at Burnham, a mile from Ep-. 
worth, on, The jon of man hath power on earth to forgive 
fins. At eight in the evening I ſtood again on my 
father's tomb, (as I did every evening this week) and 
criedaloud to the earneſtly-attentive congregation, By 
grace ye are ſaved through faith... i 1 win 
Tueſd. 8. I walked to Hibbaldſtow (about ten miles 
from Epworth, to ſee my brother and ſiſter, The mi- 


niſter of Ouſton, (two miles from Epworth) having ſent 


me word, I was welcome to preach in his church.“ 
I call'd there in my return: But his mind being chang- 

ed, I went to another place in the town, and there ex- 

plain'd, Thou fhalt call his name IEs us; for He fhall 


Jave his people from their fins, At eight 1 largely in- 


forced at Epworth the great truth (fo little underſtood 

in what is call'd a Chriſtian country) unto him that i 

worketh not, but believeth on Him that juftifueth the un- 
"WEE _- DOE” | godly, 
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| godly, Jas faith is counted to him for righteouſneſs, 1 
went thence to the place where the little ſociety 
met, which was ſufficiently throng'd both within and 
without. Here I found ſome from Hainton (a town 
twenty miles off,) who informed us, That Gop had 
begun a work there alſo, and conftrain'd ſeveral to 
cry out, in the bitterneſs of their foul, What muſt I 
do to beiſaved? | 4 

Wednef. 9g. I rode over to a neighbouring town, to 
wait upon a juſtice of peace, a man of candour and un- 
derſtanding; before whom (I was inform'd) their angry 
neighbours had carried, a whole waggon- load of theſe 
new” hereticks. / But when he aſked, What they had 
done ? There was a deep ſilence; for that was a point 
their conductors had forgot. At length one ſaid, 
Why they pretended to be better than other people, 
And befides, they pray'd from morning to night- Mr. 
S. aſked, But have they done nothing beſides?” 
% Ves, Sir, ſaid an old man. Amn'tpleaſe you worſhip, 
they have converted my wife. Till ſhe went among 
them, the had ſuch a tongue! And now ſhe is as quiet 
As a lamb. Carry them back, carry them back, re- 
3 the juſtice, and let them convert all the ſcolds 
In the town.“ FEE ET | 

I went from hence to Belton, to A r' 
à young man who did once run well; but now ſaid, 
e He ſaw the devil in every corner of the church, and 
in the face of every one Who had been there.” But he 
was euffly brought to a better mind. I preached under 


aa ſhady oak, on, The on of man hath power upon earth 


to forgive fins, At Epworth, in the evening, I. ex. 
1 the phariſeę and the publican. And 
believe many began in that hour to æry out, Gop # 


"merciful to me a ſenner 


*Thurf. 10. Iſpoke feverally with all who deſired 
it. In the evening I explain'd, Je have not receivd 
"the "ſpirit" f. bondage again? unto fear, but the ſhirit of 
-.adoptron thereby tue cry, Abba Father, I had after- 
* wards' art hour's calm converſation With Sammel Maggot 


8» and James Herbury, What good did Gon do by theſe 
for à time! O let not their latter end be worle than 
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was the ſhaking among them: Lamentation and great 


neſs of faith, as almoſt drown d my voice. But many 


| the deſire of their ſoul, the forgivneſs of their ſins,. 

l I obſerved a gentleman there, who was remarkable. 
for not pretending to be of any religion at all. I was 
inform'd, he had not been at publick worſhip of an 


Are you a ſinner?ꝰ He replied with a deep and broken 


tears, put him into his chaiſe and carried him home. 


muſt 1 do to be ſaved ? Thence I went to Wroote, of which 


yard (being to leave the town the next morning,) to a 
vaſt multitude gather'd together from all parts, on the 
beginning of our Lox n's ſermon on the mount. I con- 


„ | 
_ Frid, 11, 1 viſited the fick, and thoſe who deſir'd, 
but were not able to come to me. At fix I preach'd at 
Overthorþp, near Haxey (a little village about two miles: 
from Epworth) on that comfortable ſcripture, When: 
they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them: both. 
I preached at Epworth about eight on Exekiel's vition 
of the reſurrection of the dry bones. And great indeed: 
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mourning were heard; Gop bowing their hearts, ſo and 
on every kde, as with one accord, they lift up their voice 
and wept aloud. Surely He who ſent his ſpiritto breathe: 
upon them, will hear their cry and will help them. 
Sat. 12. I preach'd on the righteouſneſs of the law. 
and the righteouſneſs of faith. While I was ſpeaking: 
ſeveral drop'd down as dead: And among tbe reſt, ſuch - 
a cry was heard, of ſinners groaning for the righteouſ- 


of theſe ſoon lifted up their heads with joy, and broke 
out into-thankſgiving : Being: aſſured, they now had 


kind, for upwards of thirty years. Seeing him ſtand 
as motionleſs as a ſtatue, I aſked him abruptly, .** Sur, 


voice, © Sinner enough, andcontinued ſtaringupwards, - 
till his wife and a fervant or two, who were all in 


Sund. 13. At ſeven I preached at at Haxey, on. What 


(as well as Epworth) my father was rector ſor ſeveral 
years. Mr, Mutelamb offering me the church, 1 
preached in the morning, on Aſt and it ſhall be given 
you: In the afternoon on the difference between the rig. i 
teouſnejs of the law and the righiteouſneſs of fait. But hes 
church could not contain the people; many of wum 
came from far. And, I truſty not in vain. 4 Ü 
At fix I preach'd for the laſt time in Epworth church- 


- 
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5 
tinued among them for near three hour; And yet we 
ſcarce knew how to part. O let none think his labour 

of love is loſt, becauſe the fruit does not immediately 
appear. Near forty years did my father labour here, 
But he ſaw little fruit of all his labour. I took ſome 
pains among this people too: And my ſtrength ally 
ſeem'd ſpent in vain. But now the fruit appear'd. 
There were ſcarce any in the town, on whom either 
my father or I had taken any pains formerly, but the 
| ſeed ſown ſo long ſince now {prung up, bringing forth 
repentance and remiſſion of fins. | 
Mond. 14. Having a great deſire to ſee David Iay- 
lor, whom Gop had made an inſtrument of good to 
many ſouls, 1 rode to Sheffield ; But not finding him 
there | was minded to go forward immediately. How- 
ever the importunity of the people conſtrain'd me to 
ſtay, and preach both in the evening and in the morn- 
ing. Tuc. 15. He came. I found he had occaſionally 
exhorted multitudes of people in various parts. But 
after that he had taken no thought about them. So 
thar the greater part were fallen aſleep again. 
I.n the evening I preach'd on the inward kingdom of 
God: In the morning, Medngſ. 16. On the ſpirit of 
fear and the ſpirit of adoption. It was now firſt I felt 
that Gop was here alſo: Tho' not ſo much as at Barley - 
Hall (five miles from Shieſſteid) where I preached in the 
afternoon, Many were here melted down and fill'd 
with love toward Him whom Go hath exa ted to be a 
Prince and Saviour. n 1 85 1 
'I talked with one here, who for about fix months, 
(from the hour that ſhe knew the pardoning love of 
God) has been all peace and love. She rejoices. ever- 
more, and prays without ceaſing. Gop. gives her 
Whatever petitions ſhe aſks of Him, and enables her in 
every thing to give thanks. She has the witneſs in 
herſelf, that whatſoever ſhe does, it is all done to the 
glory of Gop. Her heart never wanders from Him, 
no, not for a moment, but is continually before the 
throne. | Yet whether ſhe was ſanctified throughout 
or not, I had not light to determine. 
-Thurf, 17. 1 began preaching about five, on The 
rigliteouſnęſs of faith, Eut I had not half finiſhed my 
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diſcourſe, when I was conſtrained: to break off in the 
midſt ! Our hearts were ſo filled with a ſenſe of the love 
of God, and our mouths with prayer and thankſgiving, 
When we were ſomewhat ſatisfied herewith, I went on 
to call finners to the ſalvation ready to be revealed. _ 
The ſame bleſſing from God we found in the even- 
ing while I was ſhewing, How He juſtifies the un- 
godly. Among the hearers was one, who ſome-. 
time before had been deeply convinced of her ungod- 
lineſs; inſomuch that ſhe cried out, day and night, 
Lord, fave, or I periſh, All the neighbours agreeing 
that ſhe was ſtark mad, her huſband” put her into a 
phyſician's hands, who blooded her largely, gave her 
a ſtrong vomit, and laid on ſeveral bliſters. Bat all 
this proving without ſucceſs, ſhe was in a ſhort time 
judged to be incurable.” He thought however he would 
ſpeak to one perſon: more, who had done much good + 
in the neighbourhood. When Mrs, Johnſon came ſhe - 
ſoon ſaw the nature. of the diſeaſe, having herſelf gone 
through the ſame. She ordered all the medicines to be 
thrown away, and exhorted the patient To look unto. » 
Jeſus : Which this evening ſhe was enabled to do by 
faith. And He healed the broken in heart. „„ 
Frid. 18. I left Sheſteld, and after preaching at 
Ripley, by the way, haſtened on to Donnington-Park, 
But Miſs Cowper, 1 found, was gone to reſt, having 
finiſhed her courle near three weeks before. 
Sund. 20. I read prayers, at Ogbrook. and preached 3 
on Acts xvii. 27 Whom ye tgnorantly worſhip, Him de- 
clare T unto you, At ſix in the evening I preach'd at Mel- 
bourn, There were many hearers. But ſee little fruit. 
Tuęſd. 22. I had a long coverſation with Mr. 
Simpſon, And of this J am fully perſuaded, That Wwhat- 
ever he does, is in the uprightneſs of his heart. But 
he is led into a thouſand miſtakes by one wrong prin- 
ciple; (the ſame which many either. ignorantly - 
or wickedly aſcribe to the body of the people, called 
Met hodiſts,) The making inward impreſſions his rule. of 
action, aud not the written word. . 5 
About eight I left Donnington- Park, and before noon 
came to Markfield, We lay at Coventrz, and the next 
day, Wednef.* 2g. in the afternoon came to Eveſham, - 
At eight I preached, There were many who c_ 7 — 
— | " | With Gl 
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with a deſign to diſturb the reſt. But they opened not 
their mouth, _ ty ES 

Thur. 24. I ſpent great part of the day, in ſpeak- 
ing with the members of the ſociety: Whom in the 

evening I earneſtly beſought, No more to tear each 
other in pieces by diſputing, but to follow after holineſs, 
and provoke one another to love and to good works, 
Frid. 25: I rode to Painſwick: Where in the even- 

ing I declared to all thoſe, who had been fighting and 
troubling one another, from the beginning hitherto, 
about rites and ceremonies, and modes of worſhip and 
opinions, The kingdom of God ts not meats and drinks, 
but righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 

Sat. 26. I was deſired to call upon Mr. W The 

pillar of the church in theſe parts. As ſoon as I came 
in, he fell upon me with might and main, for ſaying, 
© People might know, Their 2 were forgiven.“ And 
brought a great book to confute me at once. I aſked, 
If it was the bible? And upon his anſwering, No,” 
inquired no farther, but laid it quietly down. This 
made him warmer ſtill : upon which I held it beſt, To 
ſhake him by the hand, and take my leave. 

I had appointed to preach in Stroud at noon, But 
about ten, obſerving it to rain faſter and faſter, was 
afraid the poor people would not be able to come, many 

of whom lived ſome miles off. But in a quarter of an 
hour the rain ceaſed, and we had a fair, pleaſant day : 
So that many were at the market-place, while I applied 
| the ſtory of the phariſee and publican; the hard rain 
= -3n the morning having diſengaged them from their 
work in the grounds. There would probably have 
been more diſturbance, but that a drunken man began 
too ſoon, and was ſo ſenſeleſſy impertinent, that even 
his comrades were quite aſhamed of him. 

In the evening I preached on Hampton - Common. 

Many of Mr, Hhiteſteid's ſociety were there: To whom, 
as well as to all the other ſinners (without meddling 

with any of their opinions) I declared in the name of 
the great phyſician, I will heal {heir bach ſliding, 1 

will love them freely, RO | . 

Sund. 27. I preach'd in Painſcoick at ſeven on 
The ſpint of fear and tlie ſpirit of adoption; I went to 
Ne „ | 5 church, 
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church at ten, and heard a remarkable diſcourſe, aſ- 
ſerting, That we are juſtified by faith alone: But 
that this faith, which is the previous condition of 
juſtification, 1s The complex of all chriſtian virtues, 
including all holineſs and good works, in the very 
idea of it.“ | : SE 
Alas! How little is the difference between aſſert- 
ing, either 1, That we are juſtified by works, which is 
Popery bare faced, (And indeed fo groſs that the ſober . 
Papiſts, thoſe of the council of Trent in particular, are 
aſhamed of it) Or, 2. That we are jullifed by faith 
and works; which is Popery refined or veil'd: (But 
with ſo thin a veil, that every attentive obſerver, muſt 
diſcern it is the ſame ſtill) Or, g. That we are juſtifi- 
ed by faith alone but by ſuch a faith as includes all 
good works. What a poor Shiſt 1s this!“ I will nor 
ſay, We are juſtified by Works, Noryet by faith and 
works: Becauſe J have ſubſcribed articles and Homi- 
lies, which maintain juſt the contrary, No4fſay,We 
are juſtified by faith alone,—But then by faith I mean 
ä 8 = „ 
When the aftewoon ſervice was ended at Runwick I 
ſtood. and cried to a vaſt multitude of people, Unto him 
that worketh not, but believeth, his faith is counted for 
nghteouſneſs, I concluded the day on Hampton-common, 
by explaining to a large congregation, the eſſential 
difference between the righteouſneſs of the law and 
the righteouſneſs of faith. | V 
Mond. 28. I rode to Briſtol. I ſoon found, diſputing, 
had done much miſchief here alſo, I preached on thoſe. 
words: From that time many of has diſciples went back and 
walhed no more with him. Then faid Jeſus unto the Twelve, 
Will ye alſo go away? Many were cut to the heart, - A 
cry went forth ; and great was the company of the. 
mourners, But God did nat leave them comfortleſs, 
ſome knew in the ſame hour, That He had the words 
of eternal life. FW fs. 
Tueſd. 29. I was deſired to viſit one in Newgate: 
As I was coming out, poor Benjamin Rutter ſtood in 
my way, and poured out ſuch a flood of curſing and 
bitterneſs, as I ſcarce thought was to be found out of, 


From 
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From Thurfday, July 1. till Monday, I endeavour'd 
to compoſe the little differences which had ariſen. On 
Monday I fode to Cardiff, and found much peace and 
love in the little ſociety there. Tuefd. 6. I rode over 
to Fonmon, and found Mrs. Jones throughly reſign'd to 
God altho' feeling what it was to loſe an huſband, and 
ach an huſband, in the ſtrength of his years! 

 Wednef. 7. 1 return'd, and at five in the afternoon, 

reached to a ſmall attentive congregation near Han- 
bay, Before eight I reached Briſtol, and had a com- 
fortable meeting with many who knew in whom they 
hed believed. g ES 
Nov at length I ſpent a week in Peace, all diſputes - 
being laid aſide. Thurf. 15, I was deſired to meet one 
who was ill, of a very uncommon diſorder. She ſaid, 
For ſeveral years, I have heard, wherever I am, a 


voice continually ſpeaking to me, curſing, ſwearingand _ 


blaſpheming in the moſt horrid manner, and inciting 
me to all manner of wickedneſs, I have applied to phy- 
ſicians, and taken all ſorts of medicines, but am never 
the better. — No nor ever will *till a better phyſician 
than theſe, bruiſes Satan under her feet. | 
I left Briſtol in the evening of Sund. 18; and on 
Tueſday came to London, I found my mother on the 
borders of eternity. But ſhe had no doubt or fear: 
Nor ary deſire but (as ſoon as God ſhould call) To de- 

part and to be with Chriſt, 
Frid. go. About three in the afternoon, I went to 
my mother, and found her change was near. I fat. 
down on the bed-ſide. She was in her laſt conflict; 
Unable to ſpeak, but I believe quite ſenſible. Her 
look was calm and ſerene, and her eyes fixt upward, 
while we commended her ſoul to God. From three 
to four, the ſilver cord was looſing, and the wheel 
breaking at the ciſtern: And then without any ſtruggle 
or ſigh or groan, the ſoul was ſet at liberty, We ſtood 
round-the bed, and fulfill'd her laſt requeſt, utter'd a 
little before ſhe loſt her ſpeech, © Children, as ſoon as 
Tam releas'd, ſing a pſalm of praiſe to God.” 

Sund. Aug. 1. Almoſt an innumerable company of 
people being gather'd together, about five in the after- 
noon, I committed to the earth, the body of my mo- 

5 „ 


E. * 
ther; to fleep with her fathers. The portion of ſerip- 
ture from which I afterwards ſpoke was, 1 /aw a great 
white throne and Him that fat on it; from whoſe face 
the earth and the heaven fied away, and there was found 
no place for them, And 1 faw the dead ſinall and great 
 /land before God, and the books were open' d And the 
adcad were judged out of thoſe things whuch were written., 
in the books, actording to their works, It was one of 
the moiſt ſolemn aſſemblies I ever ſaw, or expect to ſee 
on this hide eternity. HIP 
We ſet up a plain ſtone at the head of her grave, in- 
{cribed with the following words: | | 
Here lies the body of Mrs Sufjannah Wejlcy, the 
youngeſt and laſt ſurviving daughter of Dr. Samuel 
Anneſley.“ N 8 = 8 2 N 


In ſure and ſtedfaſt Hope to riſe 
And claim her Manſion in the Skies, | 
 AChriſtian here her Fleſh laid down, EEE. 
The Crofs exchanging for a Crown. | 


FTrue Daughter of Affliction ſhe 
Inured to Pain and Milery, e TE 
Mourn'd a long Night of Griefs and Fears, 

- A legal Night of ſeventy Years, NES 


The Father then reveal'd his Son, 

Aim in the broken Bread made known, 
She knew and felt her Sins forgiven, 
And found the Earneſt of her Heaven. 


3 E 1 42 et : 
Meet for the Fellowſhip above, N = 16411 

She heard the Call, © Ariſe, my Love!? 
* come, her dying Looks replied, * 
And Lamb: like, as her Lord, ſhe died,” 


-I cannot but further obſerve, That even She (as well 
as her Father and Grandfather, her Huſband, and her 
three Sons) had been, in her meaſure and degree, a 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs. This I learned from a 
letter, wrote long ſince to my father; part of which 
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1 have here ſubjoin'd. 


1 
4 | Feb, 6, 1711-12. | 
— S I am a woman, ſo I am alſo miſtreſs 
| of a large family. And tho' the ſupe- 


rior charge of the ſouls contain'd in it, lies upon you,— 
yet in your abſence, I cannot but look upon every ſoul 


_  youleave under my care, as atalent committed to me un- 


der a truſt, by the great LoD of all the families, both: 
of heaven and earth. Andif I am unfaithful to him or 
vou, in neglecting to improve theſe talents, how ſhall 
I anſwerunto Him, when He ſhall command me, to 
render an account of my ſtewardſhip? _ 
As theſe eee like thoughts, made me at firſt 
take a more than ordinary care, of the ſouls of my child- 
ren and ſervants, ſo knowing our religion ns rar a ſtrict 
obſervation of the Lox »'s day, and not thinking that we 
fully anſwer' d the end of the inſtitution, by going to 
church, unleſs we fill'd up the intermediate ſpaces of 
time by other acts of pietyand devotion: I thought it my 
duty to ſpend ſome part of the day, in reading io and in- 
ſtructing my family. And ſuch time I eſteem'd ſpent 
in a way more acceptable to Gop; than if I had retired 
to my own private devotions. DSU 
This was the beginningof my preſent practice. Other. 
people's coming in and joining with us was merely ac- 
cidental.. Our lad told his parents: they firſt dehr'd to 
be admitted: Then others that heard of it, begged leave 
_ alſo. So our company.increas'dito about thirty: And it 
ſeldom exceeded forty laſt winter. 
But ſoon after you went to London laſt, 1 light on the 
account of the Daniſi miſſionaries. I was, I think, ne-- 
ver more affected with any thing. I could not forbear 
ſpending good part of that evening, in praiſing andador- 
ing the divine goodneſs, for inſpiring them with ſuch ar- 
dent zeal for his glory. For ſeveral days I could think 
or ſpeak of little elſe. At laſt it came intomy mind, Tho' 
Lamnot a man, nor a miniſter, yet if my heart were ſin- 
cerely devoted to Gov, and Ewasinſpired with a true 
_ zealfor his glory, I might do ſomewhat more than I do. 
Ithought, I might pray more forthem, and might ſpeak 
to thoſe with whom 1 converſe with more-warmth of 
affection. Ireſolved to begin with my own 8 3 
— = 1, which 


. 
which T obſerve the following method. I take ſuch a 
propotion oftime as I can ſpare every night, to diſcourſe 
with each child apart. On Monday I talk with Molly ; 
on Tueſday with Hetty; Wedneſday with Nancy; Thurſ- 
day with Jacky; Friday with Patty; Saturday with 
Charles ; And with Emily and Suky together on Sunday. 
With thoſe few neighbours that then came to me, I 
diſcourſed more freely and affectionately. I choſe the 
beſt and moſt awakening ſermons we have. AndI 
ſpent ſomewhat more time with them in ſuch exer- 
_ cifes, without being careful about the ſucceſs of my un- 
dertaking, Since this our company increas'd every 
night. For I dare deny none that aſk admittance. 
Laſt Sunday I believe we had above two hundred. 
And yet many went away, for want of room to ſtand, 
_ We baniſh all temporal concerns from our ſociety. 
None is ſuffer'd to mingle any diſcourſe about them, 
with our reading or ſinging. We keep cloſe to the bu- 
ſineſs of the day, and when 'tis over, all go home. 
I cannat conceive; why anypftt6uld reflect upon you, 
becauſe your wife endeavours tꝭ draw people to church, 
and to reſtrain them, from profaning the Lord's day, by 
reading to them, and other perſuaſions. For my part, 1 
value no cenſure upon this account. I have long fince 
ſhook hands with the world. And I heartily with, I 
had never given them more reaſon to ſpeak againſt me. 
As to its Jooking particular, I grant it does. And fo 
does almoſt any thing that is ſerious, or that may any 
pro advance the glory of God, or the ſalvation of 
ſouls. wore . > „ 1 
As for your propoſal, of letting ſome other perſon read, 
alas! You don't conſider what a people theſe are. I 
don't think one man among them could read a ſermon, 
without ſpelling a good part of it. Nor has any of our 
family a voice ſtrong enough, to be heard by ſuch a 
number of people. ,- 1-7: 5 a5 
But there is one thing about which Iam much diſſa- 
tisſied; that is, Their being preſent at family pray ers. I 
don't ſpeak of any concern I am under, batly becauſe ſo 
many are preſent. For thoſe who have the honour 
of ſpeaking to the. Great and Holy God, need not be 
aſhamed to ſpeak before the whole world: But becau - 
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of my fex, 1 doubt, if itis proper for me, to preſent the 
prayers of the people to Gop. Laſt Sunday I would fain 
have diſmiſt them before prayers; but they begg'd ſo 
earneſtly to ſtay, I durſt not deny them.— . 


To the Revd. Mr. WES LEV, in St. Margaret's Church- . 
SOT GL: yard, Weſtmanſter. | | 
For the benefit of thoſe, who are intruſted, as ſhe 
Was, With the care of a numerous family, I cannot but 
add one letter more, which I receiv'd from her many 
years ago. | | | | 


5 July 24, 1732. 
DAR SON, , | 
_ \ Ceoxpincto your deſire I have collected the prin- 
4 A cipal rules Iobſerv'd ineducating my family: which 
I now 220 you as they occur'd to my mind, and you 
may (if you think they can be of uſe to any) diſpoſe of 
them in what order you pleaſe, | 

The children were always put into a regular method 
of living, in ſuch things as they were capable of, from 
their birth; as in dreſſing, undrefling, changing their 
linen, &c. The firſt quarter commonly paſſes in ſleep. 
After that, they were, if poſſible, laid into their cradles 
awake, and rocked to ſleep; and ſo they were kept rock- 
ing, till it was time for them toawake. This was done to 


« 


bring them toa regular courſe of ſleeping; which at firſt 
Was three hours in the morning, and three the after- 
noon: afterward two hours, till they needed none at all. 
; When turn'da year old (and ſome before) they were 
taught to fear the rod, and to cry ſoftly : by which means 
they eſcaped abundanceof correction they might other- 
: wiſe have had; and that moſt odious noiſe of the crying 
of children was rarely heard in the houſe; but the fa- 
mily uſually lived in as much quietneſs, as if there had 
not been a child among them. F 
A4 s ſoon as they were grown pretty ſtrong, they were 
1 confied to g meals a day. At dinner their little table, 
aud chairs were ſet by ours, where they could be over- | 
looked; and they were ſuffered to eat and drink (ſmall 
| beer) as much as they would, but not to call for anything. 
If they wanted oughtthey uſed to wiſperthe maid which 
autended them who came and ſpake tome; and as ſoon as 
3 | they 
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the family. 
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theycould handle à knife and fork, theywere fet to our 


table. They were never ſuffer'd tochule their meat, but 


always made eat ſuch things, as were provided for 


* 


fy j 


Mornings they had always ſpoon-meat ; ſometimes on | 


| nights. But whatever they had, they were never per- 


mitted to eat at thoſe meals, of more than one thing, and 
of that ſparingly enough. Drink ing or eating between 


meals was never allow'd, unleſs in caſe of ſickneſs, 


which ſeldom happen'd. Nor were they ſuffer'd to go. 
into the kitchen to aſk any thingof the —.— when 
they were at meat; ifit was known they did, they were 
certainly beat, and the ſervants ſeverely reprimanded. 
At ſix, as ſoon as family-prayers was over, they had 
their ſupper ; at ſeven the maid waſh'd them, and be- 
ginning at the youngeſt, ſhe undreſt and got them all 
to bed by eight; at which time ſhe left them in their 
Teveral rooms awake, for there was no fuchthing allow- 
ed of in our houſe, as fitting by a child*till it fell aſleep. 
They were ſo con ſtantly uſed to eat and drink what 
was given them, that when any of them was ill, there 


was no difficulty in making them take themoſt unplea« 


ſant medicine: for they durſt not refule it, tho“ ſome 


of them would preſently throw it up. This I mention 


to ſhew that a perſon may be taught to take any thing 
though it be never ſo much again his ſtomach. _ 

In order to form the minds of children, the firſt thing 
to be done is to conquer their will, and bring them to 
an obedient temper. To inform the underſtanding is a 
work of time, and muſt with children proceed by flow 
degrees as they are able to bear it; but the ſubjecting the 
will, is a thing which muſt be done at once x and the 
ſooner the better, For by neglecting timely correction 
they will contract a ſtubborneſs, and obſtinacy, which 
is hardly ever aſterconquer'd, and never without uſing 
ſuch ſeverity as would. be as painful to me as to, the 
child. In the eſteem of the world they paſs for kind 
and Indulgent, whom I call cruel parents, who permit 
their children to get habits, which they know muſt be 


afterwards broken. Nay, ſome are ſo ſtupidly fond, as 


in ſport to teach their children to do things, Which in 
while after they haveſev SFONEMEN BEAR for doings! 


When 
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Whenever a child is correQed it muſt be conquer'd, 


and this will be no hard matter to do, if it be not 


grown headſtrong by too much indulgence. And when 


the will of a. child is totally ſubdued, and it is brought 
to revere and ſtand in awe of the parents, then a great 


many childiſh follies, and inadvertencies may be paſt 
by. Some ſhould be overlook'd and taken no notice of; 
and others mildly reproved, but no wilful tranſgreſ- 


ſion ought ever to be forgiven children, without chaſ- 
tiſement, leſs or more, as the nature and circumſtances 
of the offence require. 


1 inſiſt upon conquering the will of children betimes, 
becauſe this is the only ſtrong and rational foundation 
of a religious education ; without which both precept 


and example will be ineffectual. But when this is tho- 


roughly done, then a child is capable of being govern'd 


by the reaſon and piety of its parents, *till its own un- 
- derſtanding comes to maturity, and the principles of 


religion have taken root in the mind. 


I cannot yet diſmiſs this ſubject. As ſelf-will is the 


root of all ſin and miſery, ſo whatever cheriſhes this 


in children, inſures their after wretchedneſs and irre- 


tigion : whatever checks and mortifies it, eee 5 


their future happineſs and piety. This is ſtil] more 
evident, if we farther conſider, that religion is nothing 


elſe than the doing the will of God, and not our own: 


that the one grand impediment to our temporal and e- 
ternal happineſs being this ſelf-will, no indulgences of 


it can be trivial, no denial unproktable, Heaven or 


hell depends on this alone. So that the parent who 
ſtudies to ſubdue it in his child, works together with 


_Godin the renewing and ſaving a ſoul ; the parent who 


indulges it does the devil's work, makes religion im- 

practicable, ſalvation unattainable, and does all that in 

him lies to damn his child, ſoul, and body for ever. 
The children of this family were taught, as ſoon as 


they could ſpeak, the Lord's prayer, which they were 


7 


from other days; before they could well ſpeak, or go. 


. made to ſay at riſing and bed-time conſtantly : to which 


as they grew bigger, were added a ſhort prayer for their 
3 and fome collects; a ſhort catechiſm, and 
ſo 


me portion of ſcripture, astheir memoriescould bear. 


They were very early madetodiſtinguiſh the ſabbath 
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ant was chid if ſhe ever let them omit that word. Tak- 


read it off hand without any heſitation: ſo on tothe | 


be quickly did. Eaſter fell lou that year, and by Mut. 


L. 63. J 1 
They were as ſoon taught to be ſtill at family prayers, 
and to aſk bleſſing immediately after, which they uſed 0 
to. do by ſigns befors they could kneel or fpeak, _ l 
They were quickly made to underſtand, they might _ 17 
have nothing they cry'd for, and inſtructed to ſpeak. 
handſomly for what'they wanted. They were not fukl= | 
fered to aſk, even the loweſt ſervant for ought without | 
ſaying, “Pray give me ſuch a thing ;“ and the ſerv- | 


ing God's name in vain, curſing and ſwearing, profane- 
neſs, obſcenity, rude, ill bred names, were never heard 


among them. Nor were they ever permitted to call. Wot 

each other by their proper names, without the additi- Wi 
on ofbrecherpe ett. ; _ 
None of them were taught to read till five years old, | 1 5 


except Kezzy, in whoſe cafe I was over- ruled; and ſhe 
was more years learning than any of the reſt had been 
months. The way of teaching was this: The day before 

a child began to learn, the houſe was ſet in order, every 
one's work appointed them, and a charge given, that 
none ſhould come into the room from nine tilltwelve, . 
or from two *till five, which, you know, were our 
ſchool-hours. One day was allow'd the child, wherein: 
to learn its letters, and each of them did in that time 
know all its letters, great and ſmall, except Molly and 
Nancy, who were a day and a half before they knew 
them perfectly: for which I then thought them very 
dull; but ſince 1 have obſerved how long many child- 
ren are learning. the horn-book I have changed my 
opinion. But the reaſon why I thought them fo then 
was, becauſe the reſt learned ſo readily, and your Bro- 
ther Samuel, who was the firſt child 1 ever taught, 
learnt the alphabet in a few hours. He was five years 
old on the 10th of February: the next day he began to 
learn, and as ſoon as he knew the letters, began at the 
firſt chapter of Geneſis. He was taught to ſpell the frſt 
verſe, then to read it over and over, till he could 
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ſecond, &c. (tilt he took ten verſes for a leſſon, which 


ſuntide he could read a chapter very well: for he read 
continually, and had ſuch a prodigious memory that L 
cannot remember ever to have told him the ſame word 
twice, . E's: „ © "WR 
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and leaving ſchool, morning a 


E | 
What was yet Arapger ; any word, he had learnt in 
his leſſon, he knew wherever he ſaw it, either in his. 
bible, or any other book, by which means he learnt 
very ſoon to read an Englifh author well, 


* 


The ſame method was obſerv'd with them all. As. 
ſoon as they knew the letters, they were put firſt to 
ſpell; and read one line, then a. verſe, never leaving. 
till perfect in their leſſon, were jt ſhorter or longer. 
So one or other continued reading at ſchool-time, with 


out any intermiſſion, and before we left ſchool each 


child read what he had learnt that morning; and e'er 
we parted in the afternoon, what they had learnt that 


There was no ſuch thing as loud wking;or playin 
allow'd of; but every one was kept cloſe ta their buſi - 


neſs for the fix hours of ſchool, And it is almoſt incre- 


. dible, what a child may be taught in a quarter ofa year, 
by a vigerous application, if it have but a tolerable 


reiz and good health, Every one of theſe, Rezay 


5 excepte "3 could read better in that time, than the moſt. 


of women can do as long as they live. 


by ET 


Riſing out of their places, or going aut of the room, 
Was not permitted unleſs for good cauſę, and running 
inta the yard, garden, or ſtreet, withqut leave, Was al- 


ways eſtcemed a capital offence, 18 45 
For ſome years we went on very well, Never were 


children in better order. Never were children better 
pores to Pirie or in more ſuhjection to their parents; 
. 


that fatal diſperſion of them after the fire into ſe- 


veral families, In thoſe they were left at full liberty to 
converſe with fervants, which before they had always 
be en reſtrained from: and to run abroad and play with 

- any children, good or bad. They ſoon learntto Regie? 
' . a {trift obſervation of the ſabbath, and got know 
olf ſeveral ſongs and bad things, which before they had 


edge 


tt 


no notion of. That civil behaviour which made them 


admired; when at home, by all which ſaw them, was 


in great meaſure Joſt, and aclowniſh accent and many 
rude ways were learnt, which were not reformed. . 


Without ſome difficulty. kent 8 
When the houſe was re-built, and the children all 


: pf 


brought home, we enter'd upona ſtrict reform; and then 
was begun the cuſtom of nging plalms at beginning 
n 


evening. Then allo M. 


of i general retirement at gj o'clock was enter'd upon 


for the day, and a chapter in the new teſtament; as in 


equivocations, which none would have uſed (except 


ling, &c. ſhould ever paſs unpunifh'd..:. 


with fweetnels direted how to dobetter for the future. 


when the oldeſt took the yaungeſt that could ſpeak» 
and the ſecond the next, to whom they read the pſalms - 


the morning they were directed to read the pſalms and 
a chapter in the. old, after which they went to their 
private ' prayers, before they got their breakfaſt, or + 
came into the family. And I thank God, this cuſtom | 
is ſtill preſerv'd among us. „„ 
There were ſeveral by · laws obſerv'd among us, which 
flipt my memory, or elſe they had been inſerted in their 
proper place; but I mention them here, becauſe I 1 


think them uſeful. 


1. It had been obſerv'd, that cowardice and fear of 
puniſhment, oſten leads children into lying, tillthey get 
a cuſtom of it, which they cannot leave. To prevent 


bd 


this, a law was made, That whoever was charged with 


a fault, of which they were guilty, if they would inge- - 
nuouſly confeſsit, and promife'toamend, ſhould not be 
beaten; This rule prevented a great deal of lying, and 
would. have done more; if one in the family wouldhave - 
obſerv'd it. But he could not be prevail'd. on, and 
therefore was often impos'd on by falſe colours and 
one) had they been kindly dealt with. And ſome in 
fpite of all, would always {peak truth plainly... - 
2. That no finful action, as lying, . pilfering, playing; 
at church, or on the Lord's day, diſobedience, quarrel- 
3. That no child fhould ever be chid, or beat twice 
for the fame fault, and that if they amended; they 
ſhould never be upbraided with it afterwards...  _ 


5 4. That every fignat act of ' obedience, eſpecially. | 


when it croſsd upon their on inclinations, ſhould be 
always commended, and frequently rewarded, ac- 


_ eordmyg'to the merits of the cauſe. 
35. That if ever any child perform'd'an act of obedt-+- 


ence, or did any thing with an intention to pleaſe, tho? 
the performance was not well, yet the obedience and. 
intention ſhould be kindly. accepted, and the child 
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6. That propriety be inviolably preferv'd, and none 


| ſuffer'd to invade the property of another in the ſmall 


eſt matter, tho” it were but of the value of a fartbing, 
or a pin; which they might not take from the owner, 
without, much leſs, againſt, his conſent. This rule can 
never be too much inculcated on the minds of chil- 
dren, and from the want of parents gr governors doin 

it as they ought, proceeds that ſhameful negle& of 


| Juſtice, which we may obſerve in the world. 


7. That promiſes be {triftly obſerv'd: And a giſt 


once beſtow'd, and ſo the right paſs'd away from the 
donor, be not reſum'd, but leſt to the diſpoſal of him to 
whom it was given; unleſs it were conditional, and 


the condition of the obligation not perform'd. 
8. That no girl be taught to. work till ſhe. can read 


very well; and then that ſhe be kept to her workwith, 


the ſame application, and for the ſametime thatſhewas 


held to, in reading. This rule alſo ismuch to be obſery'd; 


for the putting childrentolearn ſewing before they can 


read perfectly, is the very reaſon, wby ſo few women 


can read fit to be heard, and neuverio be well underſtood. 


Fund, 8. I cried aloud, in Raddiff-/quare,, Wiy 


will ye die, O houſe f Iſrael? Only one poor man was 


touch 


believers, 


Beste. noiſy and turbulent. But in a moment God, 
d his heart, He hung down his head. Tears 
cover d. his face; and his voice was heard no more. 
I was. conſtrain'd this evening to ſeparate from the 
works, One of theſe, Samuel Prig, was degply diſ- 
lege. ſpoke many very bitter words, and went ab- 
ruptly away, The next morning he call'd.; told. me, 


Neither my brother nor 1, preach'd the. goſpel or 


knew what. it meant.” I aſk d, What do we preach 
then?“ He faid, © Heathen morality : Tully's cthces, 
and no more. So | waſh my hands of you both. We 


"I 


5 Y He wanted bis money and could ſtay.no longer.” 1 


Mall fee, what you will come to in little time. 
Medneſ. 11. He ſent me a, Note, demanding the 


5 Fai a year be hundred pounds, which he had lent mg 


ut A year hefore, io pay the workmen at the Foun- 
. On Fridey morning at eight, he came and ſaid, 


told 
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. 
told him, I would endeavour to borrow it,“ and de- 
fired bim to call: in the evening. But he ſaid, He 
could not ſtay ſo. long, and muſt have it atſtwelve 
o'clock.” Where to get it I Knew not: between nine 
and ten, one came and offered me the uſe of an hun- 
dred pounds, fora year. But two others had been with 
me before, to make the ſame offer. I accepted the 
bank note which ane of them brought, and ſaw that 
God is over all! 
Mond. 16. 1 rode to Oxford, and the next day to 
Eveſham. On Wedneſday and Thurſday, in riding from 
Eveſham. to Briſtol, L read over that ſurprizing book, 
The life of Ignatius Loyola : ſurely one of the greateſt 
mem that ever. was. engaged in the ſupport of ſo bad a 
cauſe! 1 wonder any man ſhould judge him to be an 
enthuſiaſt: no: but be knew the people with wham he 
had to do. And: ſetting out (like Count Z——) with 
a full perſuaſion, that he might 2% guile, to promote 
the glory of God, or (which he thought the- ſame 
thing) the intereſt of his church, he acted in alt things 
conſiſtent with his principle. 
In the evening I met my brother and Mr. Graves; 
who being able to delay it no longer, at length ſent 
the following leiter to the fellows of St. Mary Magda- 
len- college, in Oxford. ee, 2a "A 


Gentlemen, Briftol, Aug. 205 1742. 


FN December, 2740, I fign'd, a paper containing the 
I following Words, | © 1 Charles Caſpur Graves, do 
hereby declare, That I do renounce: the modern prac- 
tice and principles of the perſons commonly call'd Afe- 
thodiſts, namely, of preaching in fields, of aſſembling 
togethen and expounding the holy ſcriptures in private 
hovſes, and elſewhere than in churches, in an irregular 
and diſorderly manner; and their pretenſions to an en- 
traordinary inſpi ration and in ward feeling of the Holy 
m ; 4455 BAL ok 

| * L:do: farther declare my conformity to the liturgy: 
of the church of England, and my unfeigned aſſent 
aud conſent to the articles: thereof, commonly call'd 


the thirty-nine articles. | 1 | 
on iD a | A Fe 6 Laſtly, 
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Wert their | Fretending to any. extraordinary inſpirat jon, 


E * 
ee Laſtly, I do declare, that I am heartily ſorry, 
that I have given offence and ſcandal, by frequenting 
the meetings and attending the expoſitions of the per- 
ſons commonly call'd Methodiſts, and that I will not 
frequent their meetings, nor attend their expoſitions for 
the future; nor take upon me to preach and expound : 


the ſcripture, in the manner preach'd by them.“ 


CHARLES CAS PAR GRAvESs. . 


I believe myſelf indiſpenſably obliged openly to de- 
clare before God and the world, that. the motives 
whereby I was. induced to ſign that paper were, partly 
a ſinful fear of man, partly an improper deference to 
the judgment of thoſe, whom I accounted wiſer than 
myſelf, and laſtly, a reſolution that if my-own judg- 


ment, ſhould at any time be better inform'd, [ would 
then openly retract, in the preſence of God-and man, 


whatever 1 ſhou'd be convinc'd I had ſaid or done 
amis... | 


; eee having now had (beſides a ſtrong con- 
viction immediately conſequent thereon) many oppor- 


tunities of informing my judgment better, and bein 


fully convinced of my fault, I do hereby declare; 


my ſincere repentance, for my wicked compliancewith 


thoſe oppreſſive men, Who without any colour of law, 
divine or human, impoſed ſuch a condition of receiv- 
ing:a teſtimonial upon me. 8 . 

I do farther declare, That I know no principles of 
the Met hodiſts (ſo called) which are contrary to the 
word of God; nor any practices of them, but what 
are agreeable both to. ſeriptute and to the laws ef the 
church of England: that I believe, in particular, their 


HPreaclung the goſpel in the fields (being fvſt forbid ſo to 


do.in.churches, altho' a diſpenſation of the goſeli is com- 
mitted to them, and uo unto them if they - preach not the 
goſpe!) or in private houfes, or- in any part of his do- 
minion who filleih heaven and earth; can never be 
proved to be contrary to any written law, either of 
God or man: that I am not appriz'd, of their preach- 

ing any where, in an irregular, diſorderly mannier 3 nei- 
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or extraordinary TIN of the: Holy Spirit: but to 
thoſe ordinary ones only, which if a man have not, he 
is without: ohe and without G o o in the world. | 
I do yet fartherdeclare, That (whatever Ware 
J may in other reſpects have been guilty of) I know of 
no juſt offence ar ſcandal which J ever gave, by frequent. 
ing the meetings or attending the expoſitions of the - perſons- 
commonly called Methodifls: And that I verily believe 
no. offenge was ever taken thereat,. unleſs either by. 
perſons loaded with prejudice, or by. thoſe who emer. 
not into the kingdom of heaven themſelves, and it 
others wou'd enter in, ſuffer them not. | 
J do, laſtly, declare, That I look upon myſelf to be 
under no kind of obligation, (except only, that I do 
{till. aſſent and. conſent. to the articles and liturgy of 
the church) to abſerve any thing contain'd in that ſcan- 
dalous payer, ſo — impoſed . „ 


Hung. m Hand, 


: | CHARLES Carran Gravns,” 


Aer having regulated the ſociety: here and in Kings: 
wood, I ſet out again for London. On Monday go, I 
read gver that excellent tract, Mr, Midalrton's Eflay: 
an Church Government, ſo nicely avaiding-the two: 
extreams of either exalting or depreſſingthe regal pow- 
f er. Tuęſd. 31. I read once more the life of that good 
| and wiſe though: much miſtaken mau) Gregory Lopez. 
Surely it muſt be a compliment made him by the bio- 
grapher, (of which Gregory. himſelf was in no wiſe: 
worthy), That“ he aſcribed all his virtues to che me- 
riis and mediation of the queen of heaven,“ | 
We reached. London in the afternoon, . Frid. Sent. 3˙ 
I preached on Phil: i. 9. This 1 pray, that your lous 

may abound. mare and more, in knowltdge,.. and in a 
judgment: or rather:feehng,. as it is in the margin. It 
pleaſed: Gon to make this diſeourſe, an occaſion. of 
diſcoyering ſuch. wiles of Satan, 28 it never entered 
into my heart to conceive. * 
Saturd. 4, I Was preſt to wits 2- poor tee | 
, Newgate, whe was "much, aldaed. bed in body and. 


1 ſoul. 
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ſoul. I obje&ed, © It cou'd not be; for all the turn- 


keys, as well as the keeper, were /o good chriſtians, 
they abhor'd the name of a Methudiſt : And had abſo- 


hately refuſed to admit me even to one, who earneſtly 


begg'd it, the morning he was to die.” However I 
went: And found, by a ſurprizing turn, that all the 


doors were now open to me. I exhorted the ſick ma- 
lefactor, To cry unto Gov with all his might, for 


grace to repent and believe the goſpel. It was not 


long, before the reſt of the felons flock'd round; to 


whom I ſpoke ſtrong words, concerning the friend of 
finners: Which they receiv'd with as great figns of 
amazement, as if it had been a voice from heaven. 
When'lI came down into the common hall, (I think 
they call'd it) one of the priſoners there aſking me a 


queſtion, gave me occaſion to ſpeak among them alſo : 


More and more ſtill running together, while I declar- 
ed, Gop was not willing any of them ſhould periſh, 


but that all ſhould come to repentance. 


Mond. 6. Finding many had been offended, at the 
ſermon I preach'd on Friday night, eſpecially thoſe 
who were ſuppoſed to be ſtrong in faith, I determined 


to examine the matter thoroughly: /Accordingty I de- 
fired M. C, M. F, E. H, and A. &, and a few others, to 


meet me with Sarah Cl, Fane F--n, and Ann P. to whom 
they had ſaid moſt, concerning the point in queſtion. 


I then heard each of them relate her experience at 


large: I afterwards examined them ſeverally, touching 


the circumſtances which I had not underſtood: On 


which I then talk'd with ſeveral others alſo. And thus 
far I approved of their experience, (becaufe agreeable 
to the written word) as to their feeling the working of 
the ſpirit of Gop, in peace and joy and love. But as 
to what fome of them ſaid farther, concerning“ feel- 
ing the blood of CuRISrH, running upon their arms, 
or going down their throat, or pour'd like warm wa- 
ter upon their breaſt or heart, I plainly told them, 
The utmoſt I could allow, without renouncing both 
ſcripture and reaſon, was; that ſome of theſe circumſtan- 
ces might be from Gop(tho'I cou'dnot affirm they were) 
working in an unuſual manner, no way eſſential either 
to juſtification or ſanctification: But that all the _ 
£ | mull. 
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Now Satan hath deſired to have me, that he may 


E 

muſt believe, to be the mere, empty dreams of an 
heated imagination.“ 8 : | 

Mednęſ. 8, I obſerv'd, That the leaven of ſtillneſs, 
is not yet purged out from among us. One of our bre- 
thern ſaying, ** He was uneaſy, becauſe he bad wil- 
fully neglected the Loxp's ſupper; Another replied, 
„Then his faith was weak: Elſe his peace could not 
be ſhaken by ſuch little things.” Yea, but I think 
ſuch liule things as theſe, will ſhake the peace of any 
true believer, viz. A wilful breach of any command- 
ment of Gop, If it does not ſhake us, we are aſleep 
in the devil's arms. By | | 

Tat. 9. I buried the body of Lucy Godfaall, one 
of the hl women bands at Fetter-lane, After preſſing 
toward the mark for more than two years, ſince ſhe 
had known the pardoning love of Gop, ſhe was for 
ſometime weary and faint in her mind, ull I put her 
out of the bands. Gop bleſt this greatly to her ſoul, 
ſo that in a ſhort time ſhe was admitted again. Soon 
after, being at home, ſhe felt the love of Gon, in an 
unuſual manner pour'd into her heart, She fell down 
upon her knees, and deliver'd up her ſoul and body 
into the hands of God. In the inſtant, the uſe of all 
her limbs was taken away, and ſhe was in a burning 
fever. For three days ſhe mightily praiſed Goo, — 
rejoiced in Him all the day long. She then cried out, 


fift me as wheat.” Immediately darkneſs and heavi- 
neſs fell upon her, which continued 'till Saturday the 
fourth inſtant, On Sunday the light ſhone again upon 
her heart. About ten in the evening one ſaid to her, 
* ſesUs is ready to receive your ſoul,” She ſaid, _ 
6 Amen! Amen!” Cloſed her eyes and died. | 
Sund. 12, I was deſired to preach in an open place, 
commonly called the great gardens, lying between 
Whitechapel and Coverlets fields, where J found a vaſt _ - 
multitude gather'd together. Taking knowledge that 
a great part of them were little acquainted with the 
things of God, 1 called upon them in the words of our 
Lok p, Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. Many of the 
beaſts of the people labour'd much to diſturb thoſeẽwho 
were of a better mind. They endeavour'd to drive 8 A 
F 5 „ „ 
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a herd of cows among them: But the brutes were wiſer 
than their maſters. They then threw whole ſhowers 
of ſtones, one of which, ſtruck me juſt between the 
eyes, But I felt no pain at all, and when I had wiped 
away the blood, went on teſtifying with a loud voice, 
That Cop hath given to them that believe, not the 
Jpwit of fear, but of power and love and of a found mand, 
And by the ſpirit which now appeared thro' the whole 
congregation, I plainly ſaw What a bleſſing it is, when 
it is given us, even in the loweſt degree, to ſuffer for 
ins name's fake. © Es | 

Mond. 13. I preach'd about nine at Windfor, and 

the next evening came to Briftol, I ſpent the remainder 
of this, and the following week, in examining thoſe of 
the ſociety; ſpeak ing ſeverally to each, that I might 
| ee perfectly know, the ſtate of their ſouls to Gop- 
Ward. „„ : 
» Thurf. 2g. In the evening, almoſt as foon as I be- 
gan to pray in the ſociety, a voice of lamentation and 
bitter mourning was heard, from the whole congrega- 
tion. But in a while, loud thankſgivings were mixt 
therewith, which in a ſhort ſpace ſpread over all : So 
that nothing was to be heard on'every fide, but“ Praiſe 
to God and to the Lamb for ever and ever!” 

Frid. 24. I had notes from nineteen perſons, deſit- 
ing to return Gop thanks. Some of them follow. 

« Fohn Merriman, a blind man defires to return 
thanks to Almighty Gop, for the diſcovery of his love 
to him, an old finner, 7 B 

One deſires to return Gos thanks, for giving her 
a token of his love, in removing all prejudices, and 
een LIT 

4 Edith W-—— deſires to return thanks, for great 
and unſpeakable mercies, which the Loi was pleaſed 
to reveal to her heart; even telling me, I am He that 
blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions, and thy fins I will re- 

member no more, And I deſire, that the praiſe of the 

Lomy, may be ever in my heart. | 
Ann Simmonds defires to return Kkearty thanks to 
God, for the, great mercies ſhe received laſt night. 

For ſhe has full aſſurance, of her redemption in the 

blood of CHRIST. 5 . | 


* Mary 


„ 


19 fu 
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«© Mary K deſires to return thanks 8 Cod, for 


giving 54 a freſh ſenſe of her forgiveneſs. 

„% Mary F. 
Lord hath made her triumph, over ſin, earth and hell. 
Mary N n deſires to return thanks to At 
mighty God, for a freſh ſenſe of forgiveneſs. 

« Sir, 1 deſire to return humble thanks to Almighty 
God, for the comfortable aſſurance of. his pardonit * 
love.” EE 


Mary others took an opportunity of ſpeaking to me, 


and declaring, what God had done for their ſouls. 
But one came to me, Mrs. Sþ- 
in pieces with ſorrow and doubts and fears. Her chief 


fear, ſhe ſaid, was, That we were all papiſts.“ Iaſk'd 
her, How ſhe came to fear this, after ſhe had heard us 


preach for near three years, and been more than a 


twelvemonth in the ſociety ! She ſaid, * Why it is not 


long ſince I met with a gentleman, wha told me, He 


. was a Roman- Catholick. And when! aſk'd him, it 


Mr. Wefley was a Pauſe, he would not ſay, Yes or no: 
But only Mr. W. is a very good man, and you do well 
to hear him.“ Beſides, it is but wo or three nights 
lince, as I was juſt ſetting out to come to the Room ,Mifs 
Er- met me and faid, «© My dear friend, you ſha' nt 


go: Indeed you ſha'nt: You don't know what you do. 


I affure you, Mr. M. is a Papiſt: And ſo am I: He 


converted me. You know, How I uſed to pray to 
ſaints and to the virgin Mary, It was Mr. WW. taught 
me when I was in the bands. And I {aw him rock the 


cradle on Chriſtmas-eve: You knowl ſcorn totell a lie.“ 
6 Well, but, ſaid J, how: comes it that none of the reſt 
who are in the bands. have found this out as well as 


you?“ O, replied ſhe, they are not let into the ſe- 
cret yet. Perbaps if you was in the bands, you might 


not hear a word of it for a year or more, O: you can't 


imagine the depth of the deſign.“ The maid at her 
back then fell a crying and ſaid, * Indeed, Madam! . 
Miſs Gr—— talks fo fine! Do! Madam, mind what 


ſhe ſays.” So between one and the other, . Mrs. 
Sþ—— was utterly confounded, | 
Perhaps I need obſerve no more upon this, than that 


the Popifh prieſt knew 2 How much 1 I "Rod 15 5 
or 


deſires to return thanks, for that the 


, who was {till torn 


ers 
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for the intereſt of his church, to have me accounted a 
member of it : And that Miſs Gr had lately been 
raving mad, (in conſequence of a fever) That as ſuch, 
ſhe was tied down in bed: And as ſoon as ſhe was ſuf- 
fer'd to go abroad, went to Mr. Whitefield, to inquire 
of him, Whether ſhe was not a Papiſt? But he quickly 

perceiv'd, She was only a lunatick, the nature of her 
diſorder ſoon betraying itſelf. O that all who advance 
the ſame aſſertion with her, had as good a plea to urge 
in their excuſe! ; 
\. © Sund, 26. In the evening I rode to Marſhfield. The 
next evening I reach'd Whitchurch. Tuef, 28. In the 
morning I preach'd at Great Marlow, on the Phariſee 
and the Publican. Many were ſurprized, and perhaps 
in ſome meaſure convinced, (But how ſhort lived are 

woſt of theſe conviftions!) That 'tis very poſſible a 

ou may be a Pharifce now—yea, tho' he be not a Me- 
"of _-:: ED, 

ade before twelve I came to Windfor, I was 
- ſoon informed, that a large numberof the rabble, had 
combined together, and declared again and again, 
There ſhould be no preaching there that day.“ In 
order to make all ſure, they had provided Gun-pow- 
der enough, and other things ſome days before, But 
Burnham Fair coming between, they agreed to go thi- 
ther firſt, and have a liitle diverfion there. Accord- 
ingly they went, and beſtow d a few of their crackers, 
upon their brother-mob at Burnham. But thefe, not 
being Methodiſts, did not take it well, turn'd upon them, 
and gave them chaſe, They took ſhelter in an houſe. 
But that would not ſerve, For thoſe without, ſoon 
forced a way in, and ſeized on as many as they could 
find, who, upon information made, were lent to goal. 
The reſt run away: ſo that when I came, none hin- 
der d or interrupted. In the evening I came to Lon- 
don ; 1 propoſed ſpending a fortnight there, and then 

returning to Briſtal. : N 
I I ſpent this time, partly in ſpeaking ſeverally, to all 
the members of the ſociety; partly in making a full 
_ © enquiry into thoſe devices of Satan, whereot I had 

| ſcarce ever heard or read before. And I believethey | 

were now'throughly diſcovered and brought to nought. 
at ty | | | O may 
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O may they never more deceive the hearts of the 
ſimple! 3 : „„ 
Monday, Oct. 11. I had defigned to leave London. 
But Mr. Richards being taken ill, I put off my journey. 
He was much better on Tuęſday; ſo I ſet out the next 
morning, and before feven in the evening reach'd the 
half-way houſe, four miles ſhort of Hungerford. 

I now found it was well, I did not ſet out on Mon- 
day, in order to be at Briſtol on Tueſday night, as uſual. 
For all the travellers who went that way on Tueſday 

were robb'd. But on Thurſday, the road was clear, ſo 
that 1 came fafe to Kingswood in the afternoon, and in 
the evening preach'd at Briſtol, | 1 

My chief bufineb now was, To examine throughly 

the ſociety in Aingswood, This found me full employ- 
ment for ſeveral days. On Wednef. 27, having finiſhed 

my work, I ſet out very early, and{tho” my horſe fell 

: lame) on Tlurſ. evening came to London. ns 

Frid. 29. I largely explain'd, Where the ſpirit. of 

; 

1 
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the Lord is, there is liberty: namely, liberty to obey 
the whole will of God; to be and do whatſoever he 
hath commanded : in a word, to love God with all 
our heart, and to ſerve him with all our ſtrength. 


2 Fund. g1, Several of the leaders defired, to have 
; an hour's converſation with me. I found they were 
reatly perplext about Want of management, ill 

N Puſband ry, encouraging idleneſs, improper diſtribution 
+ of money,” being impoſed upon by fair pretences, 
* and “ men who talked well, but had no grace in their 
5 hearts.“ -I afk d, Who thoſe men were?” But that 

r they could not tell. Who encouraged idler:efs? when 
. and how?“ What money had been improperly diſtti- 

buted ? By whom and to whom?” „In what inſtances - 

I had been impoſed on (as I preſumed they meant me) 
N and what were the particulars of that ill huſbandry and 


miſmanagement of which they complain'd? They 
| ſtared at one another, as men in amaze. I began to 
be amazed too, not being able to imagine what Was 
3 the matter, till one dropt a word, by which all came 
F _ out, They had been talking with Mr. Hall, who had 
ſtarted fo many objections againſt all I faid or did, that 
8 | Cs | they 
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they were in the utmoſt conſternation, till the fire thus 

broke out; which then at once vaniſh'd away, _ 
Heang. Nov. 3. Two of thoſe who are call'd 
Prophets, deſired to ſpeak with me. They told me, 
„They were ſent from God, with a meſſage to me, 
which was, That very ſhortly, J ſhould be born'd a- 
gain.” One of them added, © That they would ſtay 
in the houſe *till it was done, unleſs I turn'd them 
cout.“ I anſwer'd gravely, © I will not turn you out.” 
and ſhewed them down into the ſociety-room. It was 
tolerably cold, and they had neither meat nor drink. 
However there they fat from morning to evening. 
' They then went quietly away, and I have heatd no- 

thing from them ſince. 2 


Sund. 7. I concluded the epiſtle to the Hebrews; 
that ſtrong barrier againſt the too prevailing imagina- 
tion, That the privileges of Chriſtian believers are to be 
meaſured by thoſe of the Jews. Not fo : That Chril- 
tians are under a better covenant, eſtabliſh'd upon bet- 
ter promiſes; That altho' the law made nothing perfect, 
made none perfe& either in holinels or happineſs, yet 
tue bringing in of a bitter hope did, by which we now 
draw mgh unte God: this is the great truth continually 
inculcated herein, and running thro' this whole epiitle.. 
Mond. 8, I ſet out at four, reach'd Northampton 
that night, and the next evening, Donninglon- Park. 
Medneſ. 10. I rode on to Rafworth-Inn, and on Sat. 
13, reach'd Newcaſile, .'. | 3 
My brother had been here for ſome weeks before, 
and was but juſt return'd to London. At eight I met 
the wild, ſtaring, loving ſociety. But not them alone, 
as 1 had deſigned, For we cou'd not perſuade the 
ſtrangers to leave us. So that we only ſpent about an 
hour in prayer. 8 . | 
Sund. 14. I began preaching at five o'clock, (a 
thing never heard. of before in theſe parts) on, I came 
not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. And 
the victorious {ſweetneſs of the grace of God, was pre- 
Jent with his word. At ten we went to AlL-Saints, 
where was ſuch a number of communicants, as I have 
_ - ſcarce ſeen but at Briſtol or London At four I preach'd 
in the ſquare of the Keelman's hoſpital, on, By grace 
A - | he £ | ye : 
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ye are ſaved thro' Faith. It rain'd and hail'd hard, 
both before and after; but there were only ſome ſcat- 
tering drops while I preach'd, which frighted away 
a few careleſs hearéers. I met the ſociety at fix, and 
exhorted all, who had ſet their hand to the plough, not 
to look back, : 5 | N 
Mond. 15. I began at five expounding The acts of 
the Apoſtles. In the afternoon (and every afternoon. 
this week) I ſpoke ſeverally with the members of the 
fociety. On Tueſday evening, I began the epiſtle to 
the Romans, After ſermon the ſociety met. I reprov'd 
ſome among them who walked diforderly ; and earneſt- 
ly beſought them all, To beware leaft by reaſon of 
their fins, the way of truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of. 
Thurſd. 18. I could not but obferve, the different 
manner, wherein God is pleas'd to work in different 
places. The grace of Gop flows here with a wider 
ſtream than it did at firſt either in Briſtol or Kingſwood, 
But it does not fink ſo deep, as it did there. Few are 
throughly convinced of fin, and fcarce any can witneſs, 
That the Lamb of Gop has taken away their ſins. 
Frid, 19. l found the firſt witneſs of this good con- 
feſſion. Margaret H—— (O how fallen ſince then!) 
told me, that the night before, her fight (an odd cir- 
cumſtance) and her ſtrength were taken away at once. 
At the ſame time the love of Gos fo overflow'd her 
foul, that ſhe could not ſpeak or move. 1 
James R— alſo gave me an account to day, That 
in going home the day before, he loſt his fight in a 
moment, and was forced to catch hold of ſome rails 


viction, longing for the ſalvation of Go. 
Sund. 21. After preaching in the Room at five, | 


for fear of falling. He continues under ſtrong con- 


began preaching about eight at the Hoſpital. It rain'd 


all the time ; but that did not diſturb either me or the 
congregation, while I explain'd, Thou fhalt call is 


name JI Ess; for He ſſiall fave his people from ther fins. 


Tre. 23. There ſeemed in the evening to be a 


deeper work in many ſouls than I had obſerv'd before. 
Many trembled exceedingly : fix or ſeven (both men 
and women) diopp'd down dead, Some cried unto- 
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Soy out of the deep: others would have cried: but 
their voice was loſt. And ſome have found that the 
ORD is gracous and meraful, forgiving iniquity and 
. 5 1 | TY TR fo 
*  Thurſd, 25. In the evening Gop was pleaſed, to 
Woune many more who were quiet and at eaſe. And 
I could not but obſerve, That here the very bejt people, 
Jo called, were as deeply convinced as open ſinners. 
Several of theſe were now conſtrain'd to roar aloud, 
for the diſquietneſs of their hearts: and theſe generally 
not young, (as in moſt other places) but either middle- 


aged, or well-{tricken in years. 


I never ſaw a work of Gop in any other place, ſo 
_ evenly and gradually carried on. It continually riſes 
ſtep by ſtep. Not ſo much ſeems to be done at any. 
one time, as hath frequently been at Briſtolor London: 
but ſomething, at every time. It is the ſame with 
particular ſouls. I ſaw none in that triumph of faith, 
which has been ſo cammon in other places. But the 
believers go on, calm and teddy, Let Gop do as 
ſeemeth Him good. | | „ 
' F1id, 26. Between twelve and one, I preach'd, in 
a convenient ground at Whickam, two or three miles 
from Newcaftle, I ſpoke ſtrong, rough words: but I 
did not perceive, that any regarded what was ſpoken. 
The people indeed were exceeding quiet, and the 
cold kept them from falling aſleep ; till (before two) 
I left them, very well ſatisfied with the preacher, and 
with themſelves. | OO | 
Sund. 28. I preach'd both at five in the room, and 
at eight in the hoſpital, on Him hath Gow exalted to le 
a prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of 
jms, We then walked over to Tanjield-Legh, (about 
ſeven miles from Newcafile.) Here a large company 
of people were gathered together, from all the countr 
round about; to whom I expounded the former part 
.of th: fift chapter to the Romans. But lo dead, ſenſe- 
 lefy dale ca a Congregation, have I ſcarce ſeen ex- 
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.cept at Wizckam, Whether goſpel or law, or Engljk 
VVV 
Jet the ſeed ſown even here; was not quite loſt. For 
424 — 5 . 2 — ; 
on Thurſday morning, between four and five, John 
ö | ; ; | Brown, : 


Broꝛn, then of Tanjeld-Leigh, was waked out of ſle ep 
by the voice that raiſeth the dead. And ever ſince he: 
has been full of love and peace and joy in the Holy | 
Ghoſt. „%% | 
0 four I preach'd in the Hoſpital- Square, to the 
largeſt congregation I had ſeen ſince we left London, 
on JE sus CaRisT our v], righteouſneſs, ſa nctiſica- 
tion and redemption. | By | 
Wednejd. Dec. 1. We had ſeveral places offer'd, on 
which to build aroom for the ſociety. But none was 
ſuch as we wanted. And perhaps there was a provi- 
dence in our not finding any as yet. For by this means 
I was kept at Newcaſtle, whether I would or no. 
Saturd. 4. I was both ſurprized and griev'd, at- a 


enuine inſtance of enthuſiaſm. B „of 
Tanjield-Leigh, who had receiv'd a ſenſe of the love of Wil 
Go a few days before, came riding thro” the town, 8 
hollowing and ſhouting, and- driving all the people 
before him, telling them, © Gop: had told him, he 9 
ſhould be a king, and ſhould tread all his enemies un- 100 


der his feet.” I ſent him home immediately to his: 
work, and adviſed him to cry day and night to Gop, 
that he might be lowly in heart; leſt Satan ſhould: 
again get an advantage over him. . 
To day a gentleman called and offered me a piece 
of ground. On Monday an article was drawn, wherein: F447 + 
he agreed to put me into poſſeſſion on Thurfday, upon 5 
payment of irty pounds, | SED hs 


f 


Tueſd. 7. I was ſo ill in the marning, that I was 
obliged to ſend Mr. Milliams to the Room. He after- 
"wards went to Mr. Stephenſon, a merchant in the town, 
who had a paſſage through the ground we intended to 
buy. I was willing to purchaſe that paſſage. Mr. 
Stephenjon told him, © Sir, I don't want money. But 
if Mr. Weſley wants ground, he may have a piece of 
my garden, adjoining to the place you mention, Lam. 
— at a word.. For forty pounds he {hall have fixteen yards 
T in breadth,. and thirty in length.“ n 
WE ' Weanejd, 8. Mr. Stephenſon and I ſigned am article, 11 
” and I topk poſſeſſion of the ground. But I could not ay 
: fairly go back from my agreement with Mr. Riddel. 00 
N 80 J enter'd on his ground at the fame time. The 


TS} 


whole is about forty yards in length: in the middle of 
which we determined to build the houſe, leaving 
room for a ſmall court-yard before, and a little garden 
behind the building. 

Sund. 12. I expounded at five the former part of 
the parable of the ſower. At eight I preached in the 
Square on, 1 am the good Shepherd : the good Shepherd 

layeth down his life for the ſheep. The effect of what 
had been {ſpoken in the morning, now evidently ap- 
peared. For one could not obſerve any in the congre- 
gation, to ſtir hand or foot. When the ſermon was 
done, they divided to the right and leſt, none offering 
to go 'till I was paſt. And then they walked quietly 

and ſilently away, left Satan ſhould catch the ſeed. 
out of their hearts. 5 | 
Mond. 13. I removed into a lodging adjoining to 
the ground where we were preparing to build, But 
the violent froſt obliged us to delay the work. I never 


felt ſo intenſe cold before. In a room where a con- 


Rant fire was kept, tho* my deſk was fixed within a 
yard of the chimney, I could not write for a quarter 
of an hour together, without my hands being quite 
benamb'd. 1 : 

Wedneſcl. 15. I preach'd at Horfely upon Tyne, eight 
(ccmputed) miles from Newcaſile, It was about two 
in the afternoon. The houſe not containing the peo- 
ple, we ſtood in the open air, in ſpite of the froſt, 1 


preach'd again in the evening, and in the morning. 


We then choſe to walk home, having each of us catch'd 
a violent cold, by riding the day before. Mine gra- 
dually wore off. But Mr. Meyrick's increaſed, ſo that 
on Friday he took his bed. 1 adviſed him to bleed: 
But he imagined he ſhould be well without it, in a 
few days. | To 5 
Sund. 19. I cried to all who ſelt themſelves loſt, 
Believe in the Lo RD JESUS CHRISTH and thou fhalt be ſaved: 
And in the Afternoon, Ho! every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters, At that hour one who was bit- 
terly mourning aſter CHRIST (Mary Emerſon) was fill'd 
une de = 
Mind, 20. We laid the firſt ſtone of the houſe. 
Many were gather'd from all parts to ſee it: But none 
Ff 55 „54 
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ſcoff d or interrupted, while we praiſed God and pray- 
ed, That he would proſper the work of our hands 


upon us. Three or four times in the evening, I was 


forc'd to break off E that we might pray and 


give thanks to GO | 


When I came home, they told me the phyſician faid, 
He did not expect Mr. Meyrick wou'd live *till the 
morning. I'went to him; but his pulſe was gone. He 


had been ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs for ſome time. A few 
of us immediately join'd in pravers, (I relate the nak- 


ed fact.) Before we had done, his ſenſe and his ſpeech 
returned. Now he that will account for this by na- 
tural cauſes, has my free leave. But I chuſe to ay, 


This is the power of Gop! 


* Thurſ. 2g. It being computed, That ſuch a houſe: 
as was propoſed, cou'd not be fimſhed under ſeven 
hundred pounds, many were poſitive, It would never 
be finiſhed at all: Others, That I ſhould not live to-ſee 
it covered. I was of another mind; nothing doubt- 
ing but as it was begun for Gop's ſake, He would pro- 


vide what was needful for the finiſhing it. 


Sat. Dec. 25. The phyliciap told me, He cou'd do 


no more: Mr. Meyrick cou'd not live over the night.” 


J went up and found them all crying about him; his 
legs being cold and (as it ſeem'd) dead already. We 


all kneeled down, and called upon Gop, with ſtrong 


cries and tears. He opened his eyes, and called for 


me. And from that hour he continued to recover 
his ſtrength, 'till.he-was reſtored to perſect health.— I 
wait to hear, Who will either diſprove this fact or 


philoſophically account for it. 


Sund. 26. From thoſe words, Sing we merrily unto- 


Gop our ” pas make a chearful noiſe unto the God of 
SEO E | | 

eeping theſe days holy in honour of the birth of our 
Lord: Namely, By an extraordinary degree of glut- 
tony and drunkeneſs; by beathen, and worle than 
heathen diverſions (with their conftant attendants, 
paſſion and ſtrife, curling, fwearing and blaſphemy :) 


And by dancing and card playing, equally conducive - 


to the glory of Gop., I then deſcribed The right way 
of keeping a day holy to the Lon p; by extraordinary: 
prayer, publick and private; by thankſgiving ; by hear- 


took occaſion to ſhew The uſual way of 


"DT is } 
ing, reading and meditating on his word, and by talk- 
ing of all his wondrous works, | | 
Mond. 27. I rode to Horſeley. The houſe being 
too ſmall, I was obliged again to preach in the open 
air. But ſo furious a ſtorm have I ſeldom known. The 
wind drove upon us like a torrent, coming by turns 
from eaſt, weſt, north and ſouth. The ſtraw and thatch 
flew round our heads; ſo that one would have ima- 
gined, it cou'd not be long, before the houſe muſt fol- 
low: But ſcarce any one ſtirr'd, much leſs went away, 
till 1 diſmiſt them with the peace of Gop. 
Tuęſd. 28. I preach'd in an open place at Swalwel!, 
two or three miles from Newcafile, The wind was high 
and extremely ſharp : but 1 ſaw none go away 'till ! 
went. Yet I obferved none that ſeem'd to be much 
convinced: Only ſtunn'd, as if cut in the head. 
Wednef. 29. After preaching (as uſual) in the ſquare, 
I took horſe for Tanfield, More than once I was only 
not blown off my horſe. However at three I reach'd 
the Leigh, and explain'd to a multitude of people the 
falvation which is thro' faith. Afterwards I met the 
ſociety in a large upper room, which rock'd to and fro 
with the violence of the ſtorm. But all was calm 
within, and we. rejoiced together in hope of a king- 
dom which cannot be moved. 25 12 
Thurſd. 3o. | carefully examined thoſe, who had 
lately cried out in the congregation. Some of theſe, 
I found, cou'd give no account at all, How or where- 
fore they had done ſo: Only, that of a ſudden they 
dropt down they knew not how ; and what they after- 
Wards ſaid or did they knew not: Others cou'd juſt re- 
member, They were in fear; but cou'd not tell, what 
they were in fear of, Several ſaid, They were afraid 
of the devil: And this was all they knew. But a few 
gave a more intelligible account, of the piercing ſenſe 
they then had of thei rfins, both inward and outward, 
which were ſet in array againſt them round about: Of 
the dread they were in, of the wrath of Gap and the 
* puniſhment they had deſerved, into which they ſeem'd 
to be juſt falling, without any way to eſcape. One of 


them told me, I was as if I was juſt falling down, 


from the higheſt place I had ever ſeen, I * = 


| . 

devil was puſhing me off, and that Gop had forſaken 
me.” Another ſaid, © I felt the very fire of hell, already 
kindled in my breaſt : And all my body was in as much 
pain, as if I had been in a burning fiery furnace.” 
What wiſdom is that, which rebuketh theſe, that they 
ſhould hold their peace? Nay, let ſuch an one cry after 
Jxsus of Nazareth, 'til! He faith, Thy faith hath made 


thee whole! | : 


At eleven I preached my farewell ſermon in the Hof- 


pital. ſquare. I never ſaw ſuch a congregation there 


before: Nor did I ever ſpeak fo ſearchingly. I cou'd 
not conclude 'till one, and then both men, women and 
children hung upon me, ſo that I _—_ not which way 
to diſengage myſelf. After ſome time I got to the gate, 


and took horſe; but even then. a muckle woman“ 


(as one called her in great anger) kept her hold and ran 
by the horſe's ſide, thro” thick and thin, down to Sand- 


gate. Fonathan Reeves rode with me. We reached 


Darlington that night, and Borough-Bridge the next day. 

What encouragement have we to ſpeak for Gop ! 
At our inn we met an ancient man, who ſeem'd by his 
converſation, never to have thought, Whether he 
had any ſoul, or no. Before we {et out, I ſpoke a few 
words, concerning his curſing and idle converſation. 
The man appear'd quite broken in pieces. The tears 
ſtarted into his eyes. And he acknowledged, (with 
abundance of thanks to me) his own guilt and the 


goodneſs of Go. 


Sat, January 1 1743. Between Doncaſter and Ep- c 


worth, ] overtook one who immediately accoſted me, 


wich ſo many, and ſo impertinent queſtions, that I was. 
quite amazed. In the midſt of ſome of them concern- 
ing my travels and my journey, I interrupted him and 
aſk'd, ** Are you aware, that we are on a longer jour- 
NEy ?. That we are travelling toward eternity ?* He re- 


_ plied inſtantly, “O, I find you, I find you! Ih 


where you are, Is not your name Weſley ? Tis pity ! 
Tis great pity | Why could not your father's religion 
ſerve you? Why muſt you have a new religion ?“ I was 


going to reply; but he cut me ſhort, by crying out in 


triumph, l am a chriſtian! I am a chriſtian! Iam 
. 8 a church- 


# 
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a church- man 11 am a church - man | Lam! none of your 
Culamites: As plain as he cou'd fpeak ; for he was ſo 
drunk, he could but juſt keep his ſeat, Having then 
clearly won the day, or as his phraſe was * put them 
all down,” he began kicking his horſe on both ns 
and rode off as fait as he cou'd.. | 
In the evening! reach'd Epworth. "SY 2, At five, 
I preach'd on So is every one who is born of the Spirit. 
About eight I preach'd trom my father's tomb, on Heb. 
viii. 11. Many from the neighbouring towns, aſk? d, If 
it would not be well, as it was ſacrament Sunday, for 
them to receive it? I told them, By all means. But 
it would be more reſpectful firſt To aſk Mr, Romley, 


the curate's leave.“ One did fo, in the name of the 


reſt. To whom he faid, Pray tell Mr. Weſley, I 
ſhall not give hm the ſacrament. For he is not fit.” 
How wiſe:-a Gop is our Gop! There could not 
| have been, fo fit a place under heaven, where This 
ſhould befall me firſt, as my father's houſe, the place 
of my nativity, and the very place, where, according to 
the flraiteſe ſect of our religion, 1 had ſo long lived a 
phanjee! It was alſo jit in the higheſt degree, That he 
who'repell'd me from that very hg where |] had 
myſelf ſo often diſtributed the bread of life, ſhould be 
one who owed his all in this world, to the tender love 
Which my father had ſhewn to his, as well as pon 
ally to A. | 
Mond. 3. I rode to Birſtal, where John Netfon gave | 


a melancholy account, of many that did run well, I 


dold him, © I was willing: they ſhould be with the 


Germans as with us, if they did but grow in grace.” 
He ſaid, But that is not the caſe. They grow worſe 
inſtead of better. They are changed both in their 
tempers and lives. But not for the better at all. They 
now do things without ſcruple, which. they could not 
do before. They are light and trifling in their beha- 
_ Viour, They are eaſy and thoughtlels; having now 
no holy fear, no eerneſt. care to work out, tithes OWN 
rien, „ ; 36" | 
_ Wedniſ. 5. 1eme wet, e weary? | eld and 
on, Friday to Donnington-Park : Which I left Before 


| eight, the next morving, in order to go to Wedneſbury 


In 


E 


ia Staffordſtire. I was immediately met by a vehe- 


ment ſhower of Rain, driven full in my face by a ſtrong © 
wind, But in an hour, the day was clear and calm. 
About four in the afternoon I came to Wedneſbury. At 
ſeven I preach'd in the Town-hall. It was fill'd from 


end to end! and all appear'd to be deeply attentive, 


while J explain'd Thas us the covenant winch J will make ; 


after thoſe days, faith the Lo Rp. 3 


Sund. 9. The hall was fill'd again at five; And © 
proclaim*d The name of the LoRD; The Lord, the Lord | 


Cop, merciful. and. gracious, long. ſuffering, and, abundant 
in goodnefs and truth, At eight we met in the place 
where my brother preach'd, made, as it were, for the 
great congregation. It is a large hollow, ſcarcely a 
mile from the town, capable of containing four or five 
thouſand people, They ſtood in a half circle one above 


another, and ſeem'd all to receive with joy, That great 
truth, The kingdom of Gobp..is not meats and drinks, but 


righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


In the afternoon, Mr, Egginton preach'd- a plain 
_ uſeful ſermon, Almoſt the whole congregation, then 
went down to the place, where abundance of people 
were already waiting for us: So that the hollow cou'd. . 


not contain them, but was edged round, with thoſe 


who came from all parts. My ſubject was, By grace ye _ 
are ſaved thro faith. O that all who heard might expe- = 


rience this ſalvation! | 


Mond 10, 1 preaeh'd at five, at eight, and at three. 
In the intervals of preaching I ſpoke to all who deſir'd 


it. Laſt night twenty-nine of them were joined toge- 
ther, Tueſd. 11, about an hundred. O that none of 
theſe. may draw back to perdition Let theſe believe, unto 
the ſaving of the foul ! 


Weanef, 12, I took my leave of them in the morn- 


ing, by ſhewing the difference between the righteouſ- 


neſs of the law and that of faith: And in the evening, 
explained to a large corigregation at Eveſham, So is cvery 


one that is born of the Spirit. 


Thurſ. 13. I rode to Stratford upon Avon. I had 


5 ſcarce fat down, before I was inform'd, That Mrs. K 


a middle aged woman, of Shattery, half a mile from 8 
1 Stratford, had been for many weeks laſt paſt, in a 8 


vg 


6 
way which no body cou'd underſtand : That ſhe had 


ſent for a miniſter, but almoſt as ſoon as he came, be- 
gan roaring in fo ſtrange a manner, (her tongue at the 


ſame time hanging out of her mouth, and her face diſ- 


torted into the moſt terrible form) that he cried out, 
« It is the Devil doubtleſs! It is the Devil!” And im- 
mediately went away. - Cn 
I ſuppoſe, this was ſome unphiloſophical miniſter. 
Elſe he would have ſaid, Stark mad! Send her ta 
Bedlam,” © | 


I aſk'd, What good do you think I can do?” One 


anſwer' d,. We cannot tell. But Mrs. K. (I juſt re- 


late what was ſpoken to me, without paſſing any judg- 


ment upon it) earneſtly defired you might come, if you 


was any where near: ſaying, She had ſeen you in a 


dream, and ſhould know you immediately. But the 
Devil ſaid (thoſe were her own expreſſions,) I will tear 
thy throat out before he comes.” But © afterwards 
(ſhe ſaid) his words were, © If he does come, I will 
let thee be quiet; and thou ſhaltbe as if nothing ail'd 
thee, till he is gone away.“ ; D 
A very odd kind of madneſs this! I walk'd over 


about noon : But when we came to the houſe, deſired 


all thoſe who came with me, to ſtay below. One ſhew-/ 
ing me the way, I went up ſtrait to her room. As ſoon 


as I came to the bedfide, She fixt her eyes and ſaid, 


Mou are Mr. Weſley, I am very well now, I thank 


SOD. Nothing ails me: only l am weak.“ 1 call'd : 


them up, and we began to ling, 
& Jzsv, thou haſt bid us pray, 


Pray always and not faint: 
With the Word, a Power convey 
. To utter our Complaint 


I felt as if I had been plunged into cold water. And 
immediately there was ſuch a roar, that my voice was 


quite drown'd, tho' I ſpoke as loud as I uſually do, to 


three or four thouſand people. However I pray'd on. 


She was then rear'd up in the bed, her whole body 


After finging a verſe or two we keeel'd down to pray- 
er, I had but juſt begun (my eyes being ſhut) when 


. 


moving at once, without bending one joint or limb, 


juli 


1 
juſt as if it were one piece of tone. Immediately after 
it was writhed into all kind of poſtures, the ſame hor- 
rid yell continuing ſtill. But we left her not, till all 
the ſymptoms ceaſed, and ſhe was, (for the preſent, at 
leaſt) rejoicing and praiſing Gov. | 8 
Between one and two I preach'd at Stratford, on, The 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive fins. Moſt of the 
hearers ſtood like poſts. But ſome mock'd. Others 
blaſphemed. And a few believed. LG 
I preach'd at Eveſham in the evening, rode to Painſ- 
wick the next day, and on Sat. 15. to Briſtol: Where, 
the following week I ſpoke to each member of the ſo- 
ciety, and rejoiced over them, finding they had not 
been barren or unfruiſul in the knowledge of our Lok 
Jzsus CHarnsT, - + „„ : . 
Mond. 24. I preach'd at Bath. Some of the rich 
and great were preſent: To whom, as to the reſt I de- 
clared with all plainneſs of ſpeech, 1. That, by na- 
ture, they were all children of wrath, 2. That all their 
natural tempers were corrupt and abominable, and g. 
All their words and works, which could never be any 
better but by faith: And that, 4. A natural man has 
no more faith than a devil, if fo much. One of them 


my Lord , ſay'd very patiently, till I came to 
the middle gf the fourth head. Then ſtarting up he 
ſaid, © Tis hot! *Tis very hot,” and got down ſtairs 
as faſt as he cou'd. NE: nas 
Several of the gentry defired to ſtay, at the meeting 
of the ſociety To whom | explain'd the nature of in- 
ward religioß 


words flowing upon me faſter than I 
\ cou'd ſpeak. One of them (a noted iufidel) hung over 
the next ſcat in an attitude not to be deſcribed : And 
when he went, left half a guinea with Mary Naylor, 
for the uſe of the poor. . | 
On the following days I ſpoke with each member 
of the ſociety in Kingswood, I can't underſtand, How. 
any miniſter can hope, ever to give up his account 
With joy, unleſs (as * adviſes) he“ know all his 
flock by name; not overlooking the men ſervants and 
__ maid ſervants.” 1 5 | WE | 8 
Ill left Briſtol on Friday 28: Came to Reading on Sa- 
- turday, and to Windfor on Sunday morning. Thence I WW 
<< | | 2 __walk'd 


* 


Walk'd over to Egham, where Mr. 


＋L 88 J 


preached, 
one of the moſt miſerable ſermqns I ever heard: Stuff'd 


ſo full of dull, ſenſeleſs, improbable lies, of thoſe he 


complimented with the title of Falſe Prophets. 
I preach'd at One, and endeavour'd to reſcue the 


poor text (Matt. vii. 16.) out of ſo bad hands. About 


four ] left Egham, and at eight in the evening met a 
: joy ful congregation at the Foundery. oy a 


Mond. 31. One writing to deſire, that I would 


> preach on {/aah lviii. I willingly complied with his 


f - 
* 
7 
. 
| 
N 


tequeſt in the evening. A day or two after I recety'd 


a letter, from a girl of ſixteen or ſeventeen, whom J 
had often obſery'd, as being in an eminent degree, of a 


meek and lowly ſpirit. Some of her words were; I 
do not think, there were above ſix or ſeven words of 


the true goſpel in your whole ſermon, I think nothing 


ought to concern yu, but the errand which the Lozp 
gave you But, how far are you from this? You | 


preach more the law than the goſpel!” Ah, my poor 


Fill bſter! Thou art an apt ſcholar indeed! I did not 


expect this quite ſo ſoon. 


Wednef. Feb. 2. My brother and I began viſiting the : 


ſociety together, which employed us from fix in the 
I every day, till near {ix in the evening. Sund. 


1 preach'd- in the morning, on While we haue op- 
gomunity, let us do good. unto all men, and in the after- 
noon, on By manifeſtation of the truth, commending our- 


elves to every man's caonſcience in the fight of Gop. So 
rough a charity-ſermon was ſcarce ever heard. But 


GO gave it his ble ſſing: Inſomuch N fifty pounds 


were contributed, toward finiſhing the houſe at Ne- 


l 


5 a few who had taſted the good word: One of whom 


Frid. 11. 1 call'd on poor Fofeph Hodges, who after 


ſo long withſtanding all the wiles of the enemy, has 


been at laſt induced, by his fatal regard for Mr. Hall, 
to renounce my brother and me, in form. But he had 


perfectly learn'd the exerciſe of his arms, He was ſo 


happy, ſo paor a ſinner, that to produce either ſcripture 


or reaſon againſt him, was mere beating the air. 


Mond. 14. I left London, and (riding early and late) 


the next evening came to Newark. Here I met with 


re- 


3 


receiv'd me gladly, and deſired me whenever I came 
to Newark, To make his houſe my home. | 
Wednef. 16. I reach'd Epworth, I was to preach: 
at ſix. But the houſe not being able to contain half 
the congregation, I went out and declared, Ve love 
Him, becauſe He firſt loved us. In the morning, Thur/.. 
17. I largely explain'd, The fpirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba Father. And it was high time; for I 
ſoon found the ſpirit of deluſion was gone abroad here 
alſo: And ſome began to boaſt, That CHRISH had 
made them free, who were {till the ſervants of ſen. In 
the evening I preach'd on that bold aſſertion of St. 
John (indeed of all who have the true ſpirit of adop- 
tion) We know that we are of GO, and the whole world: 
beth in wickednefs. ; | EL | 
Friday 18. I rode forward for Newcaſtle, We en- 
quired at Poplington, a little town three miles beyond 
York, and hearing there was no other town near, 
thought it beſt to call there. A bible lying in the win» 
dow, my fellow-traveller aſk'd the woman of the houſe, 
If ſhe read that book ? She ſaid, “Sir, I can't read, 
the worſe is my luck. But that great girl is a rare 
ſcholar. And yet ſhe cares not, if ſhe never look in a 
book. She minds nout but play.” I began ſoon. after 
to ſpeak to our landlord, while the old woman drew 
cloſer and cloſer to me. The girl ſpun on. But all on 
a ſudden ſhe ſtopp'd. her Wheel, burſt out into tears, 
and, with all that were in the houſe, ſo devoured our, 
words, that we ſcarce knew how io go aways & 
In the evening we came to Borough-bridge, and Sat. 
19, to Newcaflle. | 5 | 
Sund. 20. I went on in expounding the Acts of the 
| Apoſtles, and St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, In the; 
following week 1 diligently enquired, who they were“ 
that did not walk according to the goſpel? In conſe- 
quence of which I was obliged to put away above fiſty- 
perſons. There remained above eight hundred in the- 
lociety. 5 | e 
Sat. 26. I viſited thoſe that were ſick. One of theſe- 
had kept her room for many months, ſo that ſhe had ne- 
ver heard the voice or ſeen the face of any preacher of 
tis way. But Gop had taught her in the ſchool of = 
REES H 3 affliction. 


(a girl, about fifteen) had a pi 


* 


affliction. She gave a plain and diſtinct account of 


the manner wherein ſhe received a ſenſe of her ac- 
| 8 with Gop, more than a year before: and of 
a Iu 


[ler manifeſtation of his love, of which ſhe never 
after doubted for a moment. | | 
Mond, 28. I preached again at Horſeley, and ſpoke 
feverally with thoſe of the ſociety. The world now 
begins to take alarm, and to caſt out their name as evil. 
Aſter a very good woman (fo call'd) had uſed abundance 
of arguments, to hinder her neighbour from going 
near theſe people, ſhe told her at length, © Why none 
but the wickedeſt people, upon earth go there:” 
& Nay then, replied ſhe, I will go immediately. For I 


am ſure, none upon earth is wickeder than me,” Such 


be the event of all worldly wiſdom! 

- Tueſday, March i. I preached: at two in Pelton, 
Hve miles ſouth of Newcajtle, A multitude of people 
were gathered together, from all the neighbouring 
towns, and (which I rejoiced at much more) from all 
the neighbouring pits, In Tiding home, I obſerved a 
little village call'd Chowden, which they told me con- 
fiſted of colliers only, 1 reſolved to preach there as. 
foon as poſſible; for theſe are ſinners, and need repen- 
tance, : . | | | 
Sundl. 6. I readoverin the ſociety, the rules which all 
gur menbers are to obſerve, and deſired every one ſe- 
riouſly to conſider, whether he was willing to conform 


. thereto or no? That this would ſhake many of them I 
knew well: and therefore on Mond. 7, I began viſiting 
the claſſes again, left that which is lame ſhould be turned 


out of the wax. . 
Tueſd. 8. In the afternoon I preach'd on a fmooth 

part of the Fell (or Common) near Chowden. I found we 
were got into the very Kingswood of the north. I'wenty 
or thirty wild children ran round us, as ſoon as we 
came, ſtaring as in amaze. They could not properly be 
ſaid to be ag cloath'd * One of the largeſt, 
ce of a ragged, dirty blan- 


* 


ket, ſome way hung about her, and a kind of cap on 
her head, of the ſame cloth and colour. My heart 
© was exceedingly inlarged towards them. And they 
Lok'd as if they would have ſwallowed me up: eſpe- 
Te pre H __ cially 


Tat J 


cially while J was applying theſe words, Be ic łknoum 


— 


unto you, men and brethren, hat through this man is 
preach'd unto you the forgiveneſs of funs. WOT: 
concluded my ſecond courſe of viſiting, 
in which I enquir'd particularly into twothings, 1. The 
caſe of thoſe who had almoſt every night the laſl week 
_ cried out aloud, during the preaching, 2. The num- 
ber of thoſe who were ſeparated from us, and'the rea- 
fon and occaſion of it. | | „ 
As to the former I found. Rh 
1. That all of them (I think, not one excepted) were 
perſons in perfect health, and had not been ſubject to 
fits of any kind, till they were thus affected: 
2. That this had come upon every one of them in. 
a moment, without any previous notice, while they 
were either hearing the word of Gop, or thinking on 


Sat. 12. 


— 


what they had heard. FS 
3. That in that moment they dropt down, loſt all 
their ſtrength, and were ſeized with violent pain. 
This they expreſs'din different manners., Some ſaid, 
They felt, juſt as if a ſword was running through them: 
others, that they thought, a great weight lay upon 
them, as if ii would ſqueeze them into the earth. Some 
ſaid, They were quite choak'd, ſo that they could nat: 
| breathe: others, That their hearts ſwelled ready to 


| burſt: others, that it was as if their heart, as if, - 
nhde, as if their whole body was tearing all 


all their 1 


to pieces. 
Theſe ſympt 


coming to CURIST, 


= 'S 


Oms I can no more impute to any na- 
tural cauſe, than to the ſpirit of Gon, I can make 
no doubt, but it was Satan tearing them, as they were 


And hence proceeded thoſe griev- 


ous cries, whereby he might deſign both to diſcredit 


* 


++ 


the work of Gov, and to affright fearful people from, 
hearing that word, whereby their ſouls might be ſaved. 

I found 4. That their minds had been as variouſly - 
affected as their bodies. Of this ſome could give ſcarce. 
any account atall, which alfo I impute to that wiſe 
ſpirit, purpoſely ſtunning and confounding as many as 
he could, that they might not be able to bewray his de- 
vices. Others gave a very clear and particular account, 
from the beginning te the end. The word of Goo 
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pierced their ſouls, and convinced them of inward, as 
well as outward fin. They ſaw and felt the wrath of 
Soy abiding on them, and were afraid of his judg- 

ments. And here the accuſer came with great power, 
telling them, © There was no hope, they were loſt for- 
ever.” The pains of body then ſeized them in a mo- 
ment, and extorted thoſe loud and bitter cries. 
2 tothe latter, I obſerved, the number of thoſe who 
had left the ſociety, fince Dec. 30, was ſeventy ſix: 
Fourteen of theſe (chiefly diſſenters) ſaid, © They 
left it, becauſe otherwiſe their miniſters wou'd not 
give them the ſacrament : 
Nine more, “ becauſe their huſbands. or wives were 
not willing they ſhould ſtay, i in it: 
Twelve, © becauſe their] parents were. not willing : 
Five, becauſe their maſter and miſtreſs would not 
let them come: 
Seven, e becauſe their acquaintance perſuaded em 
to leave it: 
+ Five, * becauſe people ſaid ſuch bad things of the 
fobiet 
Nine, © becauſe they would not be laugh'd at: 
1 hree, 5 becauſe they would not loſe the poor's al- 
 Jowance: | 
Three more,“ becauſe they could not ſpare lime. 
to come : | 
Two, © beczuſe it was too far off: 
One, * becauſe ſhe was afraid of falling 1 into fits: 
One, © becauſe people were fo rude in the ſtreet: 
Two, © becauſe Thomas Naiſbit was in the ſociety : 
© One, © becaule he would not turn his back on his 
meim: 
One, „ becauſe we were mere church of England 
men: Aud 
Me, becauſe it was time enough to ſerve Gop 
et. 53 
The number of thoſe Who were expell'd the ſociety 
wa s ſixty-four. | 
' Two, for curfing and ſwearing, | 
Iwo, for habitual ſabbath-breaking, 
Seventeen, for drunkenneſs, | 
Two, for retailing ſpirituous liquors, 
5 Three, for quartellng and brawling, 


my 
One, for beating his wife, 
Three, for habitual, wilful lying, 
Four, for railing and evil-ſpeaking, 


One, for idleneſs and lazineſs: And | Re” 


Nine and twenty, for lightneſs and careleſneſs. 


Sund. 13. 1 went in the morning in order to ſpeak 
ſeverally with the members of the ſociety at Tanfeld. 
From the terrible inſtances I met with here (and indeed 
in all parts of England) I am more and more con- 
vinced, That the Devil himſelf deſires nothing more 
_ than this, That thepeople of any place, Should be half - 
awaken'd, and then left to themfelves, ta fall aſle ep 
again. Therefore I determine, by the grace of Gon, 
not to ſtrike one ſtroke in any place where I cannat 
follow the blow. | 5 5 
Mond. 14. I preach'd again near Chouden: and this 
I continued. to do weekly, as well as at all the other 
places round Necaſt le, (except Swalwel:) where I had 
preach' d once. 3 fore 5 

Thurſd. 17. As 1 was preaching at Pelton, one of 
the old colliers, not much accuſtom'd to things of this 
kind, in the middle of the ſermon, began ſhouting a- 


main, for mere ſatisfaction and joy of heart. But their 


uſual token of approbation {which ſomewhat ſurpriaed 
me at firſt) was clapping me on the back. 5 
Frid. 18. As I was meeting the leaders, a company 
of young men, having prepared themſelves by ſtrong 
drink, broke open the door, and came ruſhing in 
with the utmoit fury. I began praying for them im- 
mediately. Not one opened his mouth, or lifted up 
a finger againſt us. And after half an hour, we all 
went away together, jm great quietneſs and love. 


Tuefd. 22, I went to Sout hlidaich, a village of col- 


liers, ſeven miles ſouth-eaſt of Newcaſtle. The ſpot 


where I ſtood, Was juſt at the bottom of a ſemi-circular- 
hill, on the riſing ſides of which many hundreds ſtoog 


but far more on the plain beneath. I cried to them, 


in the words of the prophet, O ye dry bones hear the 
word of the Lo RD. Deep attention fat on every face. 


So that here allo I believed it would be well, to preach 


weekly, _ 


$4.0. 
a 
4 
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Wed. 23. I met a gentleman in the ſtreets, curſing 
and ſwearing in fo dreadful a manner, that I could not 
but ſtop him, He ſoon grew calmer, told me, He 


_ muſt treat me with a glaſs of wine; and that he would 


come and hear me: only he was afraid, I ſhould ſay 
ſomething againſt fighting of cocks.” 1 
Frid. 25. At the preſſing inſtance of a curling, 
fwearing, drunken Papiſt, who would needs bring me 
into a ſtate of ſalvation, I ſpent ſome hours in reading 
an artful book, intitled, The Grounds of the old Religion. 


In the firſt thirty pages the author heaps up ſcriptures, 
concerning the privileges of the church. But all this 


is beating the air, 'tilf he proves the Romaniſts to be 
the church, i. e. That a part is the whole. In the ſe- 
eond chapter he brings many arguments to ſhew,** That 
the ſcripture is not the ſole rule of faith; at leaſt, not 
if intrepreted by private judgment, becauſe private 


judgment has no place in matters of religion!“ Why 


at this moment you are appealing to my private judg- 
ment: and you cannot poſſibly avoid it. The founda- 


tion of your, as well as my religion, muſt neceſſarily reſt 
here. Firſt you (as well as I) muſt judge for yourſelf, 


whether your are implicitly to follow the church or no; 


And alſo which is the true church ? Elſe it is not poſ- 


 fible to move one ſtep forward. | 
This evening I preach'd in the ſheil of the new- 
\ Houſe, on the rich man and Lazarus. A great multi- 
tude were gathered together there, moiſt of whom 
ſtay'd with us and watch'd unto the LORD. . 


Sat. 26, I preach'd at Burley, a village four miles 


ſouth of Newcaſtle, ſurrounded by colliers on every 
fide. The greater part of the congregation, earneſtly 
attended to thoſe ſolemn words, 7he Sprrit of the Los p 


ts upon me; becauſe He hath anointed me to preach the geſpel 


to the poor. „ 1 

Monday 28. I was aſtoniſh'd to find it was real 
fact (what I would not believe before) That three of 
the diſſenting miniſters, (Mr. As, Mr. A—ns, and 
Mr. B—) had agreed together, . Toexclude all thoſe 


from the holy communion, who would not refrain from 


hearing us.” Mr. Aus publickly affirmed, We were 
all Papiſts, and our doctrine was mere popery.“ And 
BEE ac : E 3 VMXr. 
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Mr, B—, in the concluſion of a courſe of ſermons, 


which he preach'd profeſſedly againſt us, went a ſtep 
farther ſtill: for after he had confeſt many texts in the 
bible are for them: he added, But you ought not 
to mind theſe texts: for the Papiſts have put them in!“ 
Mednq. go. While I was reafening (from the xxivth, 


chapter of the acts) on righteouſneſs, temperance and 


Judgment to come, God conſtrain'd many of the ſtout- 


hearted ſinners to tremble. O that they may not put 
Him off to a more convenient Seaſon, 


April 1, Being Good friday, 1 had a great deſire to 
viſit a little village call'd Placey, about ten meaſured 


miles north of Newcaftle, It is inhabited by colliers 


only, and ſuch as had been always in the firſt rank for 
ſavage ignorance and wickedneſs of every kind, Their 
grand aſſembly uſed to be on the Lord's day, on which 
men, women and children met together, to dance, 


fight, curſe and ſwear, and play at chuck, ball, ſpan- 


farthing, or whatever came next to hand. I felt great 
compaſſi on for theſe poor creatures, from the time I 
- heard of them firſt; and the more, becauſe all men 

ſeem'd to deſpair of them. Between ſeven and eight 1 


ſet out with John Heally, my guide. The north'wind 
being unuſually high, drove the fleet in our face, 
which froze as it fell, and caſed us over preſently, 
When we came to Placey, we could very hardly ſtand. 


As Toon as we were a little recover'd, .] went into the 


{quare, and declared Him who was bruifed for our fins, 
and wounded for our iniquities. The poor ſinners were 


quickly gather'd together, and gave earneſt heed tothe 
things which were ſpoken. And ſo they did in the af- 


ternoon again, in ſpite of the wind and ſnow, when I 

beſought them to receive Him for their king; to repent 

and believe the goſpel, . 5 . 

On Eaſter Monday and Tueſday I preach'd there again, 

the congregation continually increaſing. And as moſt 
of theſe had never in their lives pretended to any re- 


ligion of any kind, they were the more ready to cry to 
God as mere ſinners, for the free Redemplion which is in 


e ſus. 


Thur. 7. Having ſettled all things according to my : 
defire, I chearfully took leave of my friends at Netw- | 
„„ e 5 caſtle, 
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caſte, and rode that day to Sandbutton, At our inn 1 
found a good natur'd man, fitting and drinking in the 
chimney corner; with wham I began a diſcourſe, ſul. 
peRting nothing. leſs, than that he was the miniſter of 
the pariſh. Before we parted I ſpoke exceeding plain. 
And he receiv'd it in love; begging he might lee me 
when I came that way again, But before I came, he 
was gone into eternity. ET VN 
Fed. 8. I preach'd at Knareſborough and at Leeds, 
on By grace ye are ſaved through faith, The three fol- 
lowing days I divided between Leeds and Birſlal, and 
on Tuefday rode to Sheffield. | | 
found the ſociety both here and at Barky hall, 
earneſtly preſſing on toward the mark: Altho' there 
had not been wanting here alſo thoſe who by fair 


he had not yet had time to work up the poor people, 
into the rage and madneſs which afterwards appear'd; 
So that they were extremely quiet both this and the 
following days, while I improv'd the preſent oppor- 
tunity, and exhorted them, morning and evening, to 


believe onthe Lord Jeſus, and to work out their ſal- 


vation with fear and trembling, _ 

Yet on Sund. 17. The ſcenè began to open. I think 
1 never heard ſo wicked a ſermon, and deliver'd 
with ſuch bitterneſs of voice and manner, as that which 
Mr. E-— preach'd in the afternoon, I knew what 
effect this muſt have in a litile time, and therefore 
judged it expedient, to prepare the poor people for 
what was to follow, that when it came, they might not 
be offended. Accordingly on Tuefd, 19. I ſtrongly in- 


forced thoſe words of our Lord, of any man come after 


me, and hate not his father and mother) ea, and his 
own life, he cannot be my diſciple. And whoſoever doth not 
bear his croſs and come after me cannot be my diſciple. 


While Iwasſpeaking,a gentleman rode up very drunk, 9 


and after many unſeemly and bitter words, labour'd 
much to ride over ſome of the people, I was ſurpriz d 
8 . | | : | . | to 


E 


to hear, he was a neighbouring clergyman, And this - 


too is a man zealous for the church! Ah poor Church! 
If it ſtood in need of ſuch defender! | 
Thurf. 21, I ſpent an hour with ſome of my old 
friends, whom I had not ſeen for many years. I re- 
Joiced to find them ſtill loving and open of heart, juſt 
as they were before I went to Georgia. In the after- 
noon I called at Barkfewell, near Coventry; where I had 
formerly ſpent many pleaſant hours. And here like- 


wiſe I found friendſhip and opennels ſtill. . But the 
maſter of the houſe was under heavy affliction: And 


ſuch affliction as I believe will never be removed, till 
he is fill'd with peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, | 

Frid, 22, I rode to Painſwick: and on Sat. 23. 
thro' heavy rain to Briſtol, | 1. % a6 vet 

I had now a week of reſt and peace, which was re- 
freſhing both to my foul and body, Sund. May 1, I 
had an opportunity of receiving the Lok 's, upper, at 
St. James s, our pariſh:church:. We had another com- 
fortable hour in the afternoon, while | was explaining, 
1hes is the covenant whach I will make, ſaith the Lord, 1 
will put my laws in their minds and write them in thar hearts, 
and I will be unto them a Gop and they fhall be unto me 
à people. | | 


Tueſd. May g. 1 ſet out for Tales, in company with 


one who was my pupil at Oxford, We cou'd get that 
night no farther than the Bull, five Welch miles beyond 


Aberga'ny, The next morning we came to Bulth, juſt 
as the church-prayers began, Mr. Plullips, the rector 


of Maefmennys, (at whole invitation I came) ſoon took 


knowledge of me, and we began a friendſhip which I 
truſt ſhall never end. I preach'd on a tomb at the eaſt 
end of the church at four, and again at ſeven. Mr. 
Gwynne and Mr. Prothero ( Juitices of peace) ſtood on 


either hand of me: And all the people before catching 


every word, with the moſt ſerious and gager attention. 
Thurfd. CL 


we came in, ſo that I could not preach that night. 


Friday 6, L preach'd at eleven in the new Room, which 


the ſociety had juſt built in the heart of the town. And 
our ſouls were ſweetly comforted together. About 
| 1s - two 


I rode over ſuch rugged mountains, as 
I never ſaw before to Cardiff, But it was late before 
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two I preached at Lantriſſent: and at Fonmon in the 
evening, to a loving and ſerious congregation, 
Ssaturd. 7. I was defired to preach at Cowbridge. 
We came into the town about eleven. And many 
people ſeemed very defirous to hear for themſelves, 
concerning the way which is every where ſpoken a- 
gainſt, But it could not be. The ſons of Belial ga- 
thered themſelves together, headed by one or two 
wretches, call'd gentlemen: and continued ſhouting, 
curſing, blaſpheming, and throwing ſhowers of ſtones, 
almoſt without intermiſſion. So that after ſome time 
ſpent in prayer for them, 1 judged it beſt to diſmiſs the 
- Congregation, 7 | 
Sund. 8. I'preach'd in the caſtle-yard at Card, 
at five in the morning and ſeven in the evening: in 
the afternoon at Venvo, where the church was quite 
filled, with thoſe who came from many miles round, 
And Gov anſwered many of them in the joy of their 
hearts: it was a ſolemn and refreſhing ſeaſon. 3 
Mond. . 1 returned to Briſtol. Moſt of the week 
I ſpent, in viſiting the ſociety in Kingwood : whom I 
now found quite clear of thoſe vain janglings which 
had for a time well nigh torn them in pieces. 

Tuęſd. 17. My brother ſet out for Cornwall: where 
(according to the accounts we had frequently receiv'd) 
abundance of thoſe, who before neither feared Gov, 
nor regarded man, began to enquire what they muſt 
do to be ſaved ? But the ſame imprudence, which had 
laid the foundation for all the diſturbances in Staford- 
- Fare, had broke out here alſo; and turned many of 
our friends, into bitter and implacable enemies, Vio- 
lent perſecution wasa natural conſequence of this: bu 
the power of Goo triumph'd over all. 7 
| May 22, being Whitſunday, I preach'd both at Kings- 
wood and Briſtol, on thoſe ſolemn words, Jzsus ſtood 
and cried, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
out of has belly ſhall flow rivers of living water, | 
Tueſd. 24. I rode to Cirenceſter, and preach'd on a 
green place, at a little diſtance from the town, on 
"Lhe kingdom of Gop is not meats and drinks, but Tighte- 
- oufntfs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Medneſ. 25. 
| OS: | I preach'd 
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I preach'd to a little company at Oxford : 7 hurfd, 26. 


I had a large congregation at #ycombe : from whence 
I haſten'd'to London and concluded the day, by inforc- 
ing thoſe awful words at the Foundery The Los D hath 


proclaimed unto the end of the world, ſay ye to the daugh- _ 
ter of Zion, Behold thy ſalvation cometh | Behold tus 


reward is with Him, and his work before Him. 


Sund. 29, being Trinity. ſunday, I began officiating 


at the chappel in Weft-ſtreet. near the Seven-dials, of 


which (by a ſtrange chain of providences) we have a 
leaſe for ſeveral years. I preach'd on the goſpel for 
the day, part of the third chapter of St. John: and af- 
terwards adminiſter'd the Loxp's-Jupper, to ſome hun- 
dreds of communicants. I was a little afraid at firſt, 
that my ſtrength would not ſuffice, for the buſineſsof the 
day, when a ſervice of five hours (for it laſted from ten 
to three) was added to my uſual employment. But Go 
look 'd to that. So I muſt think, and they that will call 
it enthuſiaſm, may. I preach'd at the Great. gardens 


at five to an immenſe congregation, en Ye muſt be born 


again, Then the leaders met (who filled all the time 
that L was not ſpeaking in publick :) and after them 
the bands, At ten at night; I was leſs weary than at 
hx inthe morning. 2D 

The following week I ſpent in viſiting the ſociety? 


On Sunday, June 5, the ſervice af the chappel laſted 


till near four in the afternoon: ſo that I found it need- 


ful, for the time to come, to divide the communi- 


cants into three parts, that we might not have above 
fix hundred at onoe, + | F 
Medne/. 8. 1 ended my courſe of viſiting; through- 
out which I found great cauſe to bleſs Gop : ſo very 


few having drawn back to perdition, out of nineteen. 


hundred and fifty ſouls, | 

Saturd. 18. I received a full account of the terrible 
riots which had been in Staffordſhire, I was not ſur- 
prized at all : neither ſhould I have wonder'd, if after 
the advices they had ſo often heard from the pulpit, 
as well as from the epiſcopal chair, the zealous high- 
church-men had roſe, and cut all that were call'd 
Methidiſts in pieces. | Mr a 
| 5 V ns Mond. 
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ther ſor the hope of the goſpel. 


Avalk'd ftrait from the church to the Sand-hil/, and gave 
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Mond. 20. Reſolving to aſſiſt them as far as I cou'd, 
I ſet out early in the morning, and after preaching at 
Wycombe about noon, in the evening came io Oxford, 
Tucſd. 21. We rode to Birmingham; and in the morn- 
ing, Ned. 22, to Francis Ward's, at Wedneſbury, 
'- Altho* I knew all that had been done here, was as 
contrary to law, as it was to juſtice and mercy, yet 1 
knew not how to adviſe the poor ſufferers, or to pro- 
cure them any redreſs. I was then little acquainted 
with the Engliſi courle of law, having long had ſcru- 
ples concerning it. But, as many of theſe were now 
removed, I thought it beſt to enquire whether there 
could be any help from the laws of the land? I there- 


fore rode over to counſellor Litton at Tamworth 2 
Who aſſured us, we might have an eaſy remedy, if 


we reſolutely proſecuted, in the manner the law di- 
rected, thoſe rebels againſt Gop and the King.“ 
Thurſd. 2g. I left Wedneſbury, and in the evening 
preached at Melb:urn in Derbyſinre. | preach'd at 
Nottingham (where I met my brother coming from the 


north) on Friday, and on Saturday and Sunday at Ep- 


Mond. e. I preach'd at Awkborough, on the Trent- 


fide io a ſtupidly-attentive congregation. We then 


croſs'd over, and rode to Sykehoufe : on Tueſday to Sme- 


ton, and on Wedneſday to Newca{le. 


Thurid. go. I immediately enquired into the ſtate 
of thoſe whom ] left here, ſtriving for the maſtery. 


And ſome of them I found were grown faint in their 


minds; others had turn'd back as a dog to the vomit. 
But about fix hundred {till continued, ſtriving toge- 


Monday, July 4, and the following days had time 


ſo finiſh the Inſtrictions for Children. Sund. 10. 1 
pPreach'd at eight on Clowdon Fell, on Why ii ge die, 


O houſe of Iſrael? Ever fince | came to Newcaſile the 
firſt time, my ſpirit had been moved within me, at 
the crowds of poor wretches, who were every dunday 
in the afternoon, ſauntring to and fro on the Sand-hil , 
] reſolv'd, if poſiible, to find them a better employ, 
and as ſoon as the ſervice at Ali-Saints was over, 


Out 
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out a verſe of a pſalm. In a few minutes I had com- 


pany enough, thouſands upon thouſands crowding to- 
gether. But the prince of this world fought with all 
his might, leſt his kingdom ſhould be overthrown. 
Indeed the very mob of Newcaſtle, in the height of 
their rudeneſs, have commonly ſome humanity left. 
I ſcarce obſerved, that they threw any thing at all: 
neither did I receive the leaſt perſonal hurt. But they 
continued thruſting one another to and fro, and mak- 
ing ſuch a noiſe, that my voice could not be heard:: 
ſo that after ſpending near an hour in ſinging and pray- 
er, I thought it beſt to adjourn to our own houſe. 
Mond. 11, I had almoſt ſuch another congregation, . 
in the High-ftreet at Sunderland. But the tumult ſub- 
ſided in a ſhort time; fo that I explain'd, without any 


interruption, the one true religion, Righteouſneſs. and 


peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, - 
Thurjd, 14. I preach'd at the Lower-fpen, ſeven: 
or eight (northern) miles from Newcaftle, Fohn Brown: 
had been obliged to remove hither from Fanfield Leigh, 
(I believe by the peculiar providence. of Gop) By 
his rough and ſtrong, tho? artleſs words, many of his 
neighbours had been much convinced; and began to 
ſcarch the ſcriptures as they never had done beſore: ſo: 


that they did not ſeem at all ſurprized, when 1. decla»- 


red, He that beheveth, hath. everlaſting life, ” 
Sund. 17. I preach'd (as 1 had done the Wedneſday 
before) to my favourite congregation at Placey, on. 
Him hath God exalted with his own right-hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour. I then join'd a little. company 
of them together, who delire Repentaunce and remiſſion 


2 of fins. 


Mond. 18. L ſet + from Newcaſtle with : Fol 


Downes of Horſley. We were four hours riding to Ferry-- 
uli, abouttwenty meaſured miles. After reſting there: 
an hour, we rode ſoftly on: and at two o'clock came 
to Darlington. I thought my horſe was not well. He: 
thought the ſame of his; Tho' they were both young, 
and very well the day before. Weorder'd the hoſtler: 
to fetch a farrier, which he did without delay; Butt 
before the men cou'd determine, What was the. mat+- 
ter, both the horſes laid down and died. 
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J hired a horſe to Sandhutton, and rode on, deſiring 
John Downes to follow me. Thence I rode to Byrough- 
bridge, on Tueſday morning, and then walk'd on to 
Leeds, 3 858 | 

Wednef. 20. I preach'd at Birflal and High-town. 
After I had viſited all the ſocieties in theſe parts, and 
preach'd at as many of the little towns as I could, on 
Mond. 25. I rode to Barley-hal/. Many from Sheffield 
were there. We rejoiced greatly together, in Him 
who juſtifieth the'ungodly. On Tuę/ night and Wed. moin- 
ing 1 preach'd at Nottingham : On Wednef. evening, at 
Markfield. Frid. 28. We rode to Newport- Pag nel, and 
Sat. 29. to London. 44 . 

Sat. Auguft 6. A convenient chappel was offer'd 
me in Snowsfield on the other fide the water. It. was 
built on purpoſe, it ſeems by a poor Anan miſbeliever, 
for the defence and propagation of her bad faith. But 
the wiſdom of God brought that device to nought, and 
order'd by his over-ruling providence, that it ſhould. 
be employ'd, not for cruciſying the Son of God afreſh, 
but for calling all, to believe on his name, 

Mond. 8, Upon mention made of my deſign to 
preach here, a zealous women warmly replied, © What! 
At Jnowsfielss ! Will Mr. V. preach at Snowsfeelds ? 
Surely he will not do it! Why, there is not ſuch ano- 
ther place in all the town. The people there are not 
men but devils.” However I reſolv'd to try, if God 
was not ſtronger than them. So this evening | preach'd 
there on that ſcripture, Jeſus fad, they that be whole 
need not a phyſician ; but they that are ck. I came, not to 
call the righteous, but funners to repentance, EVE. 

Sund, 14 Mr. G. aſſiſted me at the chappel, one 
who had then a deep ſenſe of the goodneſs of God, in 
lifting him up from the gates of death, and delivering 
him out of all his troubles. | 

Mond. 22, After a few of us had join'din prayer, 
about four 1 ſet out, and rode ſoftly to Snow-1!', 
where the ſaddle ſlipping quiteupon my mare's neck, 
J fell over her head, and ſhe ran back into Smithfelc, 
Some boys caught her, and brought her to me again, 
curſing and {wearing all the way. I ſpoke plainly to 
them, and they promiſed to amend, I was ſetting for- 
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wards, when a man cried, © Sir, you have loſt your ſad 
dle-cloth.” Two or three more wou'd needs help me to 
put it on; but theſe two ſwore at almoſt every word. 
I turned to one and another and ſpoke in love. They 
all took it well and thank'd me much, I gave them 
two or three little books which they promiſed to read 
over carefully. | | | 
Before I reach'd Kenjington, I found my mare had 
loſt a ſhoe, This gave me an opportunity, of talking 
cloſely, for near half an hour, both to the ſmith and 
his ſervant, 1 mention theſe little circumſtances to 
ſhew, How caly it is To redeem every fragment of 
time (if I may ſo ſpeak) when we feel any love to thoſe 
fouls for which CHRIST died, 3 E 
Tuejd. 23. I came to Amgswood in the afternoon, 
and in the evening preach'd at Briſtol. Wednef. 24. 1 
made it my buſineſs to inquire, concerning the truth of 
a ſtrange relation which had been given me. And 1 
found there was no poſſibility of doubting it, Theplain 
fat was this, N 68 0 FB | 
% The Red, Mr. (I uſe the words of a gen- 
tleman of Byjſtol, whole manuſcript lies by me) preach'd 
at two or three churches on theſe words, Having the 
form of godlineſs, but denying the power there f. Aſter 
ſhewing the different ſorts of diſſenters from the church 
of England, who (as he ſaid) had only the form of 
godlineſs, he inveigh'd very much againſt The novel 
je, The upſtart Methodifts, (as he termed them) Which 
indeed he was accuſtom'd to do, more or lefs, in al- 
molt all his ſermons. © Theſe are the men, ſaid he, 
whom St. { foretold, who have the form, the out- 
ſide ſhow of holineſs, but not the power; for they are 
ravening wolves, full of hypocriſy within.” He then 
alledged many grievous things againſt them; but with- 
out all colour of truth: And warn'd his flock to turn 
away from them, and not to bid them Gov ſpeed, leaſt { 
they ſhould be partakers of their evils deeds. + 9 
. 6 Shortly after he was to preach at St. Nicholas | 
church. He had named the above mention'd text 
twice, when he was ſuddenly ſeized with a ratling in 
mis throat, attended with an hideous groaning. He fell 
backward againſt the door of the puipit; burſt it open, if 
1 1 . ; : WR 8 
Ps | 1 | 


— — 
— — 


— — 
— 


Ml 


* 

. 
1 
ITAL 
i: 

[1 

4 [1 

[1 


1 


— — 5 "Ng —_—_—_ 
WR LIE = 28 2 — 2 


. 


- 
- Cy = — oy 2 
- - n K — — — — 
—_— . 0 5 — — mor wr — — = _— 
— 4 . G yy . 1 by y — : LY * 
G7 PLS, 0+ er Serge Ar Wes — — — 
n. 3 n — — — — — 
1 7 : EE : — - — — 


rr 


OE ET ————— BITE LT, 


. ͤͤ | wp. gan} SIO ESI x 


BF 


and wou'd have fallen down the ſtairs, but that ſome 
people caught him, and carried him away, as it ſeem'd, 
dead, into the veſtry. In two or three days he re- 
cover'd his ſenſes, and the Sunday following, died!“ 
In the evening, the word of Gon was indeed quick 
and powerful. Afterwards I defired the men as well 
as women to meet. But ] cou'd not ſpeak to them. 
The ſpirit of prayer was ſo poured upon us all, that 
we cou'd only ſpeak to Gop. N 
Having found for ſome time a ſtrong deſire to unite 
with Mr. Whtefeld as far as poſſible to cut off needleſs 
diſpute, I wrote down my ſentiments, as plain as I 
could, in the following terms: 39 
There are three points in debate, 1, Unconditional 
election, 2. Irreſiſtible grace, g, Final preſeverance. 
With regard to the firſt, unconditional election, I 
believe, „„ 5 
That Gop before the foundation of the world, did 
unconditionally clect certain perſons to do certain works, 
as Paul to preach the goſpel: 5 
That he has unconditionally elected ſome nations to re- 
ceive peculiar privileges, the Jeuuiſi nation in parti- 
cular: | i | 
That he has unconditionally elected ſome nations to 
hear the golpel, as England and Scotland now, and 
many others in paſt ages: 
That he has uncond:tionally elected ſome perſons, to 


many peculiar advantages, both with regard to tempo- = 


ral and ſpiritual things: 185 
And I do not deny (tho' I cannot prove, it is ſo,) 
That he has unconditionally elected ſome perſons, 
thence eminently ſtiled, The elett;.to eternal glory. 
But I cannot believe, 8 
Iuhat all thoſe who are not thus elected to glory; 
| mujt periſh everlaſtingly: or i 
| That there is one ſoul on earth, who has not nor 
| ever had, apoffbility of eſcaping eternal damnation. 
| 1 Wich regard to the ſecond, irreſiſtible grace, I be- 
eve. 8 Io 
| | That the grace which brings faith, and thereby ſal - 
vation into the ſoul, is irreſiſtible at that moment. 


* . A s £ 3 
* 4 _ 
} ; * 
- Fs -- 5 7 at- 
* * 
. 


1 

That moſt believers may remember ſome time when 
God did irreſiſtibly convince them of ſin: 

That moſt believers do at ſome other times find God 
irre ſiſlꝛbly acting upon their ſouls : , | 

Yet I believe, That the grace of God both beſore 
and after thoſe moments, m__ be and hath been re- 
ſiſted: And | 

That, In general it does not act irrefilibly, but we 
may comply therewith or may not. 


And 1 do not deny, 
That in thoſe eminently ſtiled The Elec (if ſuch there 


be) the grace of God is ſo far irreſiſtible, that they 
cannot but believe and be finally ſaved. 


But I cannot believe 
That, All thoſe mu be damn'd, in vhown it docs 


not thus zrrefiſably work: Or 


'T hat there is one ſoul on earth, wh has not, auld | 


never had any other grace, than ſuch as does in fact 
increaſe his damnation, and was deligned of God ſo 


to do. 
With regard to the third, final preſeverance, 1 We 


lie ve. 
That there is a ſtate attainable in this liſe, from 


which a man cannot finally fall: 

That he has zttain'd this, who is, according to St. 
Paul's account, a new creature; that is, who can ſay, 
Old things are paſt away ; All things in me are became 
nero. 


And 1 do not deny 


That all thoſe eminently ſtiled The e Ele, will ; * c 


fallibly perſevere to the end. 5 
Thurfd. 25, My ſabje& in the evening was, As ye 


have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo walk ye in 


Him, O what a ſeaſon was this! I ſcarce remember. 


ſuch an mowers ſince the firſt ſtone 2 the hople Was 


N . 
Fyid. 26. I ſet out for Cornwall. Jo _ evening, 


] preached at the croſs in Taunton, on, The Ringadom , 


God is not meats and drinks, but righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft, A poor man had poſted him 


ſelf behind, in order to make ſome diſturbance. Buy 


the time was not come, 1 he acelous reiches who "ny 
ine 
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people, Many cried out, Throw down that raſcal 


there: knock him down: bear out his brains.“ So 
that I was obliged to intreat for him more than once, 


or he would have been but roughly handled, 
Saturd. 27, I reach'd Exeter in the afternoon ; but 
as no one knew of my coming, I did not preach that 
night, only to one poor ſinner at the inn: who after 
liſtning to our converſation for a while, look'd earneſt- 


ly at us and aſk' d, whether it was poſſible for one Who 


had in ſome meaſure known the ' pawers of the world 
to come, and was fallen away, (which ſhe ſaid was her 
caſe) to be renewed again to repentance, We beſought 
God in her behalf, and left her ſorrowing; yet not 
without hope. | | 
Sund. 28. I preach'd at ſeven to a handfut of peo- 
ple. The ſermon we heard at church, was quite in- 
nocent of meaning: what that in the afternoon was, I 
know not; for I could not hear a fingte fentence. 
From church I went to the caſtle: where were ga- 
thered together (as ſome imagined) half the grown per- 
ſons in the city. It was an awful ſight, So vaſt a 


| congregation in that folemn amphitheatre! And all fi- 


lent and ſtill, while I explain'd' at large and'inforced 


that glorious truth, Happy are they whoſe iniquities are for- 
given and whoſe fins are covered. . | 


1 went thence to poor Mr. V— the clergyman, ly- 
ing under ſentence of death. He had for ſome time 


atted the lunatick : but 1 ſoon put him out of his play; 
and he appeared to have wit eneugh in his anger. I 


deſigned to cloſe in with him immediately: but two 
eruelly- impertinent gentlemen, would needs come into 
the room, fo that I could ſay no more, but was oblig- 


ed ta leave him in their hands. 


The lad, who was to die the next day, was quite 
of another ſpirit. He appeared deeply affected while 
we were ſpeaking, and yet more during our prayer. 
And no ſooner were we gone, than he broke out into 


a bitter cry. Who knows but he might be heard by 
Him that made him ? | rg RS . 


Mond. 29. We rode forward. About ſunſet we 


1 were in the middle of the firſt, great, pathleſs moor 


* 


beyond 


L. 1 


2 beyond Launceſton. About eight we were got quite 


. - out of our way. But we had not gone far before we 
heard Bodmin-bell. Directed by this, we turned to 


the left, and came to the town before nine. x 


Tugſd. go. In the evening we reach'd St. Ives. | 
At ſeven I invited all guilty, helpleſs ſinners, who were 


couſcious, they had nothing to pay, to accept of free 


forgiveneſs, The room was crowded both within and 


without. But all were quite and attentive. 


Medngſd. 31. 1 ſpoke ſeverally with thoſe of the 


ſociety, who were about one hundred and twenty. 
Near an hundred of theſe had found peace with God. 
Such is the bleſſing, of being perſecuted for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake! As we were going to church at eleven, a 
large company at the nt ons welcomed us with 
-a loud huzza: wit as harmleſs as the ditty ſung under 
my window (compoſed, one aſſured me, by a gentle- 
woman of their own town) | 5 ST 
Charley Weſley is come to town, 
To try if he can pull the churches down.” 

In the evening I explain'd © the promiſe of the Fa- 
ther,”, After preaching, many began to be turbulent. 
But Fohn Nelſon went into the midſt of them, and 
ſpoke a little to the loudeſt, who anſwered not again, 
but went quietly away. | "OE 


- 


Thurſday Sept. 1. We had a day of peace. Frid. 5 
2. I preach'd at Morva, about eight miles weſt of St. 


Toes, on the north ſea, My text was, The land of Za- 


bulon and the land af Nephthali, by the way of the ſea— 
The people which ſat in darkneſs faw great light, and to 


them wich ſat in the region and ſhadow of death, light is 
ſprung up. 8 e eee 
5 I obſerved an earneſt, ſtupid attention in the hearers, 
many of whom appeared to have good deſires, but I 
did not find one who was convinced of fin, much lels 
who knew the pardoning love of Gd. 


Saturd. 3. 1 rode to the Three corner'd down (ſo call- 


ed) nine or ten miles caſt of St. Ives, where we found 
two or three hundred tinners, who had been ſome 


time waiting for us. They all appeared quite pleaſed _ 


and unconcerned ; and many of them ran after us o 
8 : | Gwynap, 
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Gwynap, (two miles eaſt) Where their number Was 


quickly increaſed, to four or five hundred. I had 


much comfort here, in applying theſe words, He hat/: 


anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor. One who 
lived near, invited us to lodge at his houſe ; and con- 
ducted us back to the green in the morning. We came 
thither juſt as the day dawned, I ſtrongly applied 


- thoſe gracious words. I will heal their bachſliding, 1 
will love them freely, to five or {ix hundred ſerious 


people. At Trezuthan-downs, five miles nearer St. 
Ives, we ſound ſeven or eight hundred waiting: to 
whom 1 cried aloud, Caſt away all your tranfgreffions ; 
for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? After dinner 1 
preach'd again to about a thouſand people, on, Him 
whom God hath exalted to be a Prince and Saviour. 
It was here firſt I obſerved a little impreſſion made, on 


two or three of the hearers : the reſt (as uſual) ſhewin 


huge approbation, and abſolute unconcern, | 
At ſeven I met the ſociety at St. Ives, where two 
women, who came from Penzance, fell down as dead, 


and ſoon after cried out, in the bitterneſs of their fouls. 
But we continued crying to God in their behalf, *till 


He put a new ſong in their mouths. At the ſame time, 
a young man of the ſame place, who had once known 
the peace of God, but had ſinned it away, had a freſh 


and clear manifeſtation of the love of God. 


Tuzjd, 6. I preach'd at Mova, on Righteouſneſs and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. But ſtill I could not 


find the way into thy hearts of the hearers: Although 
they were earneſt to hear, what they underitood not. 
Miedneſd. 7. I preach'd to two or three hundred 


eople at Zunnor, (four miles weſt of St. 1ves,) and 
found much goodwill in them, but no life. It was 
much the ſame on IH], 8, while I preached at Can- 
negy-downs, five miles ſouth of St. Ives) on Ihe rejurrec- 
tion of the dry bones. There is not yet ſo much as a 
ſhaking among them: much leſs is there any breath 


in them, 


Frid. 9. I rode in queſt of St. Hilary downs, ten or 
twelve miles ſouth-eaſt of St, Tues. And the Dow ns 1 | 


Found; but no congregation, neither man, woman nor 


child. But by that I had put on my gown and caſ- 


ſock, 


[ 109 +] 


fork, about an hundred gathered them ſelves together, 
whom [ earneſtly call'd To repent and believe the goſpel. 


And if but one heard, it was worth all the labour. _ 
Saturd. 10. There were prayers at St. Juft in the 


afternoon, which did not end till four, I then preach'd 
at the Crofs, to, I believe, a thouſand people, who 
all behaved in a quiet and ſerious manner. ig 

At lix I preached at Sennan, near the Land's-end, and 
appointed the little congregation {conſiſting chiefly of 


old, grey headed men) to meet me again at five in 


the morning. But on Sund, 3 part of them 


were got together between three and four o'clock. So 


between four and five we began praiſing Gop; and I 
largely explained and applied I will heal their back= 
flidings; I will love them freely. | 


e went afterwards down, as far as we could go 


ſafely, toward the point of the rocks at the Lands end. 


It was an awful fight! But how will theſe melt away, 


when Go arifeth to judgment !—The, ſea between 


does indeed Soi like a pot. One would think the deep to 
be hoary, But tho" they ſwell, yet can they not prevail : 


He hath yet their bounds, which they cannot paſs. .. 


Between eight and nine I preached at St. Juſt, on 


the green plain near the town, to the geit congre- 


gation {I was informed) that ever had been ſeen in theſe 
parts [ cried out, with all the authority of love 


Ld 


hy wall ye die, O houfe of Iſrael ? The people trem- 


bled and were ſtill. I had not known ſuch an hour 


before, in Cornwall. e wh hi ak 

Soon after one, we had ſuch another congregation, 
on the north- ſide of Marva church, - The Spirit of the 
great King was in the midſt. And I was filled both 
with matter and words, even more abundantly than at 
St. Juſt. My firength will I aſcribe unto Thee. | 
Ai Zunnor I preached about five, and then haſten'd 


to bt, ves, where we concluded the day in prailingGop 


with joyful lips. 


and in the evening at St. Ives. The dread of Gon 


- 


fell upon us while 1 eee that 1 could 
hardly utter a word: but moſt of al 


in 


Mond. 19, I preached at one on Trezuthan-downs, . 


in prayer, where- | 
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in I was ſo carried out, as ſcarce ever before in my 

Be -* ” _ | | 

I had had for ſome time a great deſire to go and 
Publiſh the love of God our Saviour, if it were but 
for one day, in the iſles of Scully, And I had occafion- 
ally mention'd it to ſevaral. This evening three of our 
brethren came and offered to carry me thither, if I 
could procure the mayor's boat, which (they ſaid). 
Vas the beſt ſailor of any in the town.” I ſent, and 
he lent it me immediately. So the next morning, 
Tuejd. 13, John Nelſon, Mr. Shepherd and I, with three 
men and a pilot ſail'd from St Ives. It ſeem'd ſtrange 
to me, to attempt going in a fiſher- boat, fifteen leagues 
upon the main ocean: eſpecially when the waves be- 
gan to ſwell, and hang over our heads. But I call'd 
to my companions, and we all join'd together, in ſing- 
ing luſtily and with a good courage. 55 
| When paſling thro? the watry deep, 

I aſk in faith his promiſed aid, 
The waves an awful diſtance keep, 
And ſhrink from my devoted head. 
Fearleſs their violence I dare: 

They cannot harm; for God is here. 
About half an hour after one, we landed on St. Mary's, 
the chief of the inhabited iſlands. „„ 
We immediately waited upon the governor, with _ 
the uſual prefent.. viz, A news-paper. I deſired him 
likewiſe to accept of an earneſt appeal. The miniſter 
not being willing I ſhould preach in the church, I 
preach'd at fix in the ſtreets, to almoſt all the town, 
and mary ſoldiers, ſailors and workmen, on, Why wil 
ye die, O houfe of Iſrael? It was a bleſſed time, ſo that 
I ſcarce knew how to conclude. After ſermon I gave 
them ſome little books and hymns, which they were 
fo eager to receive, that they were ready to tear both 


them and me to pieces. 


. 


* 4 


For What political reaſon ſuch a number of workmen 
were gathered togetber, and employed at ſo large an 
expence, to fortify a few barren rocks, which whoſo- | 
ever would take, deſerves to have them for his pains, | 
I could not poſſibly deviſe : but a providential reaſon 
F 5 | „„ Was 


E 
was eafy to be diſcover'd. God might call them to- 
gether to hear the goſpel, which perhaps otherwiſe 
they might never have thought of. | „„ 
At five in the morning I preach'd again on, I will  » 
heal their bachſliding, I will l9ve them freely, And 
between nine and ten, having talk'd with many in pri- 
vate, and diſtributed both to them and others, between 
two and three hundred hymns and little books, we left 
this barren, dreary place, and ſet fail for St. Ives, tho? 
the wind was ſtrong, and blew directly in our teeth. 
Our pilot ſaid we ſhould have good luck, if we reach'd 
the land: but he knew not Him whom the wind and 
ſeas obey, Soon after three we were even with the 
Land's-end, and about nine we reach'd St. Tves, | 
Frid. 16. I preach'd to four or five hundred on St. 
Hilary-Downs, And many ſeem'd amazed. But 1 
could find none as yet, who had any deep or laſting 
conviction. | „ c 
In the evening, as I was preaching at St. Ives, Satan 
began to fight for his kingdom. The mob of the town, 
burſt into the room, and created much diſturbance: 
roaring and ſtriking'thoſe that ſtood in their way, as 
tho”. Legion himſelf poſſeſt them, I would fain have 
rng wf our people to {md ſtill: but the zeal of 
ome, and the fear of others had no ears: So that find- 
ing the uproar increaſe, I went into the midſt, and 
Brought the head of the mob up with me to the deſk, 
1 receiv'd but one blow on the {ide of the head: After 
which we reaſon'd the caſe; till he grew milder and 
milder, and at length undertook to quiet his compani- 
ons: | hs 8 5 
Sat. 17. I preach'd at St. Juſt, and at the Land's- ' 
: end, where in the morning, Sund. 18, 1 largely de- 
|| - clared {what many ſhall witneſsin due time,) By grace 
pe are ſaved through faith, „ | oy | 
The congreation at. St Juſt was greatly increaſed, : 
. while I proclaimed to every convicted ſinner, Believe 
in the Lord [eſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſavet. 
| About one I preach'd at Morva on Rom. vin. 15. to 
1 the largeſt congregation J had ſeen in Cornwall. The 
| ſociety afterwards met, conſiſting of above an hundred” 
members. Which of theſe will endure to the end ? 
„ ES "£905 ol 
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At Eunnor I preach'd on Tjaiah the 53d, feeling no 
wearinels at all; and concluded the day with our bre- 
thren at St. Ives, rejoicing and praiſing God. = 

Mond. 19. We were informed the rabble had de- 
ſigned, to make their general aſſault in the evening. 
But one of the aldermen came, at the requeſt of the 
mayor, and ſtayed with us the whole time of the ſer- 
vice. So that no man opened his mouth, while 1 ex- 

plained, None is like unto the God of Jeſhurun, who 
ridethi upon the heavens unto thy help, and in his exellency 
upon the fly, EL 

Tuęſd. 20. I concluded my preaching here, by ex- 
horting all who had efcaped the corruption that is in the 

world, to add to their faith, courage, knowledge, tem- 
| þerance, + patience, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs and cha- 
rity. At eleven ] ſpent ſome time with our brethren 

in prayer and.commended them to the grace of God, 

At Trezuthan-Downs I preached to two or three 
thouſand people, on The hugh-way of the Lord, the 
way . of holineſs,, We reached Gwynap a little before 

ſix, and found the plain cover'd from end to end. It was 
ſuppoſed, there were ten thouſand people; to whom I 
preached Chriſt our Hiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctſica- 
| tion end redemption. I could not conclude till it was 
lo dark, we could ſcarce ſee one another. And there 
was on all ſides the deepeſt attention, none ſpeaking, 
ſtirring or ſcarce looking aſide. Surely here, tho' in a! 
temple noi made with hands, was God worfhpped in 
the beauty of hatmefs ! ES EL 5 

One of thoſe who were preſent was Mr. P—— once 
a violent adverſary. Before ſermon began he whiſpered 
one of his acquaintance, © Captain, ſtand by me, don't 
ſtir from me.” He ſoon burſt out into a flood of tears; 

and quickly after, funk down, His friend caught him 
and prevented his falling to the ground, O may the 
Friend of ſinners lift him up! _ | 4 

 Wedne/. 21. I was waked between three and four, 

by a large company oftinners, who fearing they ſhould - 
be too late, had gathered round the houſe, and were 

_ ſinging and praifing God. At five I preached once 
more on Believe in the Lord Jelus Chuit, and thou 


fralt 


[11g ] E 
alt be ſaved, They all devour'd the word. O may 
it be health to their ſoul and marrow unto their bones 

We rode to Launceſton that day. Thurfd. 22, as we 
were riding through a village, call'd Sticklepath, one 
ſtopt me in the ſtreet, and aſk'd abrupt, Is not thy 
name John Weſley ?*” Immediately two or three more 
came up, and told me, © I muft ſtop there.“ I did fo, 
and before we had ipoke many words, our fouls took 
acquaintance with each other. I found, they were 
call'd Quakers : but that hurt not me; ſeeing the love ! 
of God was in their hearts. | „ 1 

In the evening I came to Excter, and preach'd in the 
caſtle: and again at five in the morning, to ſuch a 
people as I have rarely ſeen; void both of anger, fear 
and love. 1 ee | | 

We went by Axminſter, at the requeſt of a few there- 

that fear'd God, and had join'd themſelves together 
' ſome years ſince, 1 exhorted them, So to ſeek after 
the power, as not to deſpiſe the form of godlineſs +: 
and then rode on to Taunton, where we were gladly. _ 
5 by a little company of our brethren from 
nftol, | 

! has cleſign'd to preach, in the yard of our inn; but 
before I had named my text, having utter'd only two 
words, Jeſus Chriſt, a tradeſman of the town, (wha 
it ſeems was mayor c t, made ſo much noiſe and up- 

_ roar, that we thought it beſt, To give him the ground. 
But many of the people follow'd' me up into a large: 
room, where I preached unto them Jeſus. The next: 
evening, Sat. 24, we arrived ſafe at Briſtol. 6 

Sund. 25. I preach'd at Briftolin the morning and at 
King ſcoood in the aſterrnoon on Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame» 
yeſterday and to day and for ever. A vaſt congregation in 
the evening, were quite ſerious and attentive. | 

Mond. 26, J had a great deſire to ſpeak plain to ax 
young man, who went with us over the Ne Paſſage. 

- | + To that end I rude with him three miles out of my 
; way: But I could fix nothing upon him. Juſtas we 
parted, walking over Carleon- bridge, he ſtumbled and 
was like to fall. I caught him, and hegan to ſpeak of: 
God's care over us. Immediately the tears ſtood” in 
his eyes, andhe appear'd to feel every word which was, 
Rs „ laid: 
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ſaid; fo I ſpoke and ſpared not. The ſame I did to 
a poor man, who led my horſe over the bridge, to our. 
landlord and his wife, and to one who occalionally 
came in. And they all _— a ſurprizing thankful- 5 
neſs. 
About ſeven in the evening we reach'd Kirk-howell, 
four miles beyond. Aberga'ny. Tueſd. 27, we came to 
Mr. Gaynne's at Garth. It brought freſh to my mind 
our firſt viſit to Mr. Jones at Fonmon : how ſoon may 
the maſter of this great houſe too, be call'd away into 
an everlaſting habitation ! | 
Having ſo little time to tay, I had none to loſe. So 
the ſame afternoon, about four o'clock, I read prayers 
and preach'd, to a ſmall congregation. on the faith 
which is counted to us for righteouſneſs, | 
Very early in the morning I was obliged to ſet out 
in order to reach Cardiff before it was dark. I found 
a large congregation waiting there, to whom | explain- 
ed Zech. ix. 11. By the blood of thy covenant 1 have ſent 
forth thy prijaners out of the pit wherein is no water, 
Thurſd. 29. I preached at the caſtle of Fonmon, to 
F loving, ſimple people. Frid. go, it being a fair, ſtill 
evening, I preached in the e e ard at Gd! iff ; and 
the whole congregation, rich and poor, behaved as in 
the preſence of God. Saturday, Off, 1. I preached 
at Carphilly in the morning, Lantriſſent at noon, and 
Card:ff at night. 
Sund. 2. Fearing my ſtrength would not ſuffice for 
Preaching moe than four times in the day, I only 
p ent half an hour in prayer, with the ſociety in the 
* At ſeven, and in the evening I preach'd in 
the caſtle, at eleven in Henvo church : and in the af- 
teraoon in Portkerry-church, on, RKepent ye and believe 
' the goſpel. 
Mond. g. I return'd to Briſtol, and employ d ſe- 
5 veral days in examiningand purging the ſociety, which 
- 1285 27 conſiſted, (after many were put away) of more 
mon ſeven hundred perſons. The next week I exa- 
we . "ed the ſociety in Aingswood, in which 1 found but 
. a few things to reprove. 
Saturd. 18. The leaders brought in what had been 
contributed i in their ſeveral claſſes, toward the public 
5 | | debt, 


: L 5 5] 
debt. And we found it was ſufficient to diſcharge it: 
which was therefore done without delay. e 
Mond. 17. 1 left Briſtol and preach'd in the even- 
ing to a very civil congregation at Painjwuk, Tueſd, 
18, „ to a little earneſt company at Gutherton, 
near Tewkſbury ; and in the evening at Eveſham, on the 
happineſs of him whoje iniquities are forgiven, and his fins 
covered: | * 5 5 : 

Wednefd. 19, 1 called on Mr, Taytor at Quinton, fix 
or ſeven miles north of Eveſham. About eleven I 

eached in his church, to a thin; dull congregation, 
and then rode on lo Birmingham, 
 Thurſd. 20. After preaching to a ſmall, attentive 
congregation, I rode to IWedneſbury, At twelve I 
preached in a ground near the middle of the town, to 
a far larger congregation than was expetted, on, Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday and to day and forever, I be- 
lieve every one preſent felt the power of God. And 
no creature offered to moleſt us, either going or com- 
ing: but tte Lord fought for us, and we held our peace, 

I was writing- at Francis Ward's in the afternoon, 
when the cry aroſe, That the mob had beſet the 
houſe.“ We prayed, that God would diſperſe them. 
And it was ſo: one went this way, and another that: 
fo that in half an hour, not a man was left. I told our 
brethren, © Now is the time for us to go:“ But they 
preſt me exceedingly to ſtay. So, that I might not 
offend them, 1 fat down, tho' 1 forefaw what would 
follow. Before five the mob ſurrounded the houſe 
again, in greater numbers than ever. The cry of one 
and all was, Bring out the miniſter : we wil have 
the miniſter.” I defired one, to take their captain by 
the hand, and bring him into the houſe. After a few 
ſentences interchanged between us, the lion was be- 
come a lamb. Idelired him4o go and bring one or two 
more of the moſt angry of his companions... He brought 
in two, who were ready to ſwallow the ground with 
rage; but in two minutes, they were as calm as he. 
1 then bad them make way, that I might go out a- 
mong the people, As ſoon as I was in the midſt of 
them, I called for a chair, and ſtanding up aſk d, 
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ran before to tell Mr. L 


1133 
% What do any of you want with me?” Some ſaid, 
* We want you to go with us to the juſtice?” I re- 
plied, © That I will with all my heart.” I then ſpoke 
a few words, which God applied; ſo that they cried 
out with might and main, * lhe gentleman is an ho- 
neſt gentleman, and we will ſpill our blood in his de- 
fence.” Jaſk'd, Shall we go tothe juſtice, to night 
or in the morning? * Moſt of them cried, © To night, 
to night: On which I went before, Tad two or three 
hundred followed, the reſt returning whence they 
came. | 
The night came on before we had walk'd a mile, 
together with heavy rain. However on we went to 
Bentley Hall, two miles from IWenſbury. One or two 
„They had brought Mr. 
_ Hefley be fore his worſhip.” Mr. R— replied, © What 
have 1 to do with Mr, Hey? Go and carry him back 
again.“ By this time the main body came up, and 
began knocking at the door, A ſervant told them, 
« Mr, L—- was in bed.” His ſon follow'd, and aſk- 
ed, What was the matter?” One replied, 5 Why, 


an't pleaſe you, they ſing plalms all day; nay, and 


make folks rife at five in the morning. And what 

would your Orme adviſe us 0 do ?” + To go home, 

ſaid Mr. J „aud be quiet.” 
Here they were at a full ſtop, till one adviſed, 

* To go to juſtice Perſelouſe at Waljal,” All agreed 
this... So we haſtened on, and about ſeven came to 
his houſe. But Mr. P— likew ile ſent word, “ That. 
he was in bed.” Now they were at a land again: 

but at laſt they all thought it the wiſeſt courſe, to make. 
the beſt of their way home. About fiſty of them un: 
der took to convoy me. But we had not gone a hun- 
dred yards, when the mob of Hahl came, pouring in 

like a food, and bore down all before them. The 

Lazlefion- wab made what defence they could; but they 

were weary, as well as out- numbered. So chat in a 
ſhort time, many being knock'd down, the reſt ran 

away, and leſt me in their hands. 

10 a'tempt ſpeaking was vain; for the noiſe on every | 
ſide was like the roaring of the ſea. So they Uragg'd 
me along 'wll we came to the town: where N ; 
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door of a large houſe open, I attempted to go in; but 
a man catching me by the hair, pull'd me back into 
the middle of the mob. They made no more ſtop till 
they had carried me thro' the main ſtreet, from one 
end of the town to the other, I continued ſpeaking all 
the time to thoſe within hearing, feeling no pain or 
wearineſs. At the weſt-end of the town, ſeeing a door 
half open, I made toward it and would bave gone in. 
But a gentleman in the ſhop would not ſuffer me, ſay- 
ing, © They would pull the houſe down to the ground.” 
However, I ſtood at the door and aſk'd, Are you 
Willing to hear me ſpeak ?“ Many cried out, No, 
no! knock his brains out: down with him: kill him 
at once,” Others ſaid, * Nay ; but we will hear him 
firſt,” I began aſking, * What evil have I done? 
Which of you all have I wrong'd in word or deed ?” 
And continued ſpaking for above a quarter of an hour, - 
till my voice ſuddenly failed. Then the floods began 
to lift up their voice again; many crying out, Bring 
him away, bring him away.” „ „„ 
In the mean time my ſtrength and my voice return'd, 
and I broke out aloud into prayer. And now the man who 
Juſt before headed the mob, turn'd and ſaid, * Sir, I 
will ſpend my life for you. Follow me, and not one 
ſoul here ſhall touch a hair of your head. Two or 
three of his fellows confirm'd his words, and got cloſe 
to me immediately. At the ſame time the gentle- 
man in the ſhop_ cried out, © For ſhame, for ſhame, 
let him go.” An-honeſt butcher, who was a liule far- 


ther off, ſaid, © It was a ſhame they ſhould do thus: ?? - 
And pull'd back four or five one after another, who. 


were running on the moſt fiercely. The people then, 
as if it had been by common conſent, fell back to the 
right and left: While thoſe three or four men took me 
between them, and carried me through them all. But 
on the bridge the mob rallied again : We therefore 
went on one fide, over the Mill-dam, and thence thro”. 
the meadows : 'till a little before ten, God brought me. 
ſafe to Wenſbury: Having loſt only one flap of my. 
waiſtcoat, and a litile ſkin from one of my hands. 
I never ſaw ſuch a chain of providences before: So 
many convincing prools, that the hand of God is on 
NS + | every 
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> every perſon and thing, over-ruling all as it ſeemeth | 


\ 


Him good, . | 
The poor woman of Darlaſton, who had headed that 
mob, and ſworn, that none ſhould touch me, when 
the ſaw her fellows give way, ran into the thickeſt of 
the throng, and knock'd down three or four men, one 
after another, But many aſſaulting her at once, ſhe 
was ſoon overpower'd, and had probably been kill'd in 
a few minutes, (three men keeping her down, and 
beating her with all their might) had not a man call'd 
to one of them, © Hold, Tom, hold!“ “Who is there 
ſaid Tom, What, Honeſt Munchin ? Nay then, let her 
80.“ So they held their hand and let her get up, and 
crawl home as well as ſhe could, 8 
From the beginning to the end I found the ſame pre- 
ſence of mind, as if I had been fitting in my own ſtudy, 
But I took no thought for one moment before another: 
Only once it came into my mind, That if they ſhould 
throw me into the river, it would ſpoil the papers that 
were in my pocket. For myſelf, I did not doubt but 
F ſhould ſwim acroſs, having but a-thin coat, and a 
light pair of baots 3 5 55 222 
The circumſtances that follow I thought, were par- 
ticularly remarkable, 1. That many endeavour'd tothrow 
me down, while we were going down-hillon a ſlippery 
path to the town; as well judging, that if I was once on 
the ground, | ſhould hardly riſe, any more. But IJ made 
no ſtumble at all, nor the leaſt flip *till I was intirely 
out of their hands. 2. That altho' many ſtrove to lay 
hold on my collar or cloths, ro pull me down, they 
could not faſten at all : Only one got faſt hold of the- 
flap of my waiſtcoat, which was ſoon left in his hand, 
The other flap, in the pocket of which was a bank 
note, was torn but half off. g. That a luſty man juſt 
- behind, ſtruck at me ſeveral times, with a large es 
ſtick ; with which if he had ſtruck me once on the back 
part of my head, it would have ſaved him all farther 
trouble. But every time the blow was turned aſide 1 
' know not how ; for I could not move to the right-hand 


* 


oer left. 4. That another came ruſhing thro! the preſs, 


and railing his arm to ſtiike, on a ſudden let it drop, 
and only ſtroked my head, ſaying, © What foft hair he 
8 „%%% 5 has P“ 
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bas?“ 5, That I ſtop exactly at the mayor's door, as 
if I had known it, (which the mob doubtleſs thought I 
did :) And found him ſtanding in the ſhop, which gave 
the firſt check to the madneſs of the people: 6. That 
| the very firſt men whoſe hearts were turn'd, were the 
heroes of the town, the captains of the rabble on all 
occaſions, one of them having been a prize-fighter at _ 
the bear-garden, 7. That from firſt to laſt, I heard 
none give a reviling word, or call me by any opprobrt- 
ous name whatever. But the cry of one and all was, 
* The preacher! The preacher! The parſon! The 
miniſter!” 8. That no creature, at leaſt within my 
hearing, laid any thing to my charge, either true or 
falſe: Having in the hurry quite forgot to provide 
themſelves, with an accuſation of any kind : And, 
laſtly, That they were as utterly at a loſs What they 
ſhould do with me: None propofing any determinate 
thing; only, Away with him; kill him at once.“ 
By how gentle degrees does God prepare us for his 
will! Two years ago a piece of a brick grazed m 
ſhoulders. It was a year after, that the ſtone ſtruck me 
between the eyes. Laſt month I received one blow: 
And this evening, two: One before we came into the 
tovyn, and one after we were gone out. But both were 
as nothing: fortho* one man ſtruck me on the breaſt 
with all his might, and the other on the mouth with. 
ſuch a force that the blood guſh'd out immediately: I 
felt no more pain from either of the blows, than if 
they had touch'd me with a ſtraw. „ 
It ought not to be forgotten, That when the reſt of 
the ſociety, made all haſte to eſcape for their lives, 
four only would not ſtir, Milliam Stitch, Edward Slater, 
John Griffiths, and Joan Parks: Thele kept with me, 
reſolving to live or die together. And-none of them 
received one blow, but Witkam Stitch, who held me 
by the arm, from one end of the town to the other. 
He was then dragg'd away and Knock'd down: but he 
* roſe and got to me again. I afterwards aſk'd him, 
66 


77 | | 
hat he expected when the mob came upon us.” 


He ſaid, © To die for Him who had died for us; and 

he felt no hurry or fear, but calmly waited till God 
Fhould require his foul of him.” „„ 
F 1 . I aſk'd 
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* from me? She ſaid, © No: no more than I am 
now. I could truſt God for you as well as for myſelf. 
From the beginning I had a full perſuaſion, that God 
would deliver you. I know not how ; but I left that 
to Him, and was as ſure as if it were already done.” 

I afk'd, If che report was true, that ſhe had fought for 
me. She faid, © No: I knew God would fight for 
his children. „And ſhall thefe ſouls periſh at the laſt? 

When I came back to Francis Ward's, I found many 

ol our brethren waiting upon God. Many alſo whom 
I never had ſeen before, came to rejoice with us. And 
the next morning, as I rode thro' the town in my way 
to Nottingham, every one I met expreſs'd ſuch a cordial 
affection, that I could ſcarce believe what 4 faw and 
heard, | 


| this remarkable Occurrence at Walfal. | 
Tz | Staffordſhire. 
70 4h high-conſtables, petty conſtables, and other 
treib majltzy's peace officers,” within the laid 


ton, (near Walfal.) 


& Whereas we his majeſty's juſtices of the peace, for 
the ſaid county of Stafford, have received en, 
that ſeveral diſorderly perſons, tiling themſelves Me- 
thodift preachers, go about, raiſing routs and riots, to 

the great damage of his majeſty” s leige people, and a 
"againſt the peace of our ſovereign lord the king: 
FTheſe are in his majeſty's name, to command you 
andevety one of you, within your reſpective di ſtricts, io 
make diligent ſearch after the ſaid Methodift preachers, 


oo Juſtices of the peace, to be. examin'd concern- 
their unlawful doings:” 
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A ried, and who rerally iefus'd to ſce me! 


„ 


= I afk'd 3 P—,1f ſhewas not afraid, Che ri ew i tore | 


I cannot cloſe this head without inſerting as a great | 
curioſity in its kind, as I believe, was ever yet ſeen in 
England; which bad its birth withina very few days, of 


county, and particularly 10 the conſtable of Tip- 


and to bring him or them before ſome of us his ſaid 
Siven under our hands and ſeals this. e of 


"I B. The very FE ED whoſe houfes: was car- 
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Suk. 22. TI rode from Nottingham to Epworth, and 
en Monday ſet out for Grimſby, But at Ferry we were 
at a full ſtop: The boatmen telling us, We could 
not paſs the Trent: It was as much as our lives were | 
worth to put from ſhore, before the ſtorm abated, We . 
waited an hour. But being afraid, it would do much | 
hurt if Iſhould diſappoint the congregation at Grimſby, 
Laſk'd the men, © If they did not think it poſſible, to 
get to the other ſhore ?” They (aid, They could not 
tell; but if we would venture our lives, they would 
venture theirs.” So we put off, having ſix men, two 
women, and three horſes in the boat. Many ſtood 
looking aſter us on the river-ſide : In the middle of 
which we were, when in an inſtant, the fide of the 
boat was under water, and the horſes and men rolling 
one over another. We expected the boat to ſink 
every moment, but I did not doubt of being able to 
ſwim aſhore. The boatmen were amazed as well as 
the reſt ; but they quickly recover'd and row'd for life, -- 
And ſoon after our horſes leaping overboard, light- 
ened the boat, and we all came unhurt to age. e 
They wonder'd what was the matter, I did not riſe 
(for I lay along in the bottom of the boat:) And I won- 
der'd too; 'till upon examination we found, that a 
large iron crow, which the boatmen ſometimes uſed, -. 
was (none knew how) run thro' the ſtring of my boot, 
which pinn'd me down that I could not ſtir, So that 
if the boat had ſunk, I ſhould have been ſafe enough - 


from ſwimming any further, . _ ad ID 
Ihe ſane day, and as near as we could judge, the 
| ſatne hour, the boat in which my brother was croſſing .  - 
the Severn, at the New Paſſage, was carried away by © 
the wind, and in the utmoſt danger of ſplitting upon 
the rocks. But the ſame God, when all human hope 
was paſt, delivered them as well as us. CIS DON. 
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In the evening, the houſe at Grimſpy not being able 

to contain one fourth of the congregation, I ſtood in 
the ſtreet, and exhorted every prodigal, to ariſt and gs 
10 his father, One or two endeavour'd to interruft: 

dut they were ſoon ſtill'd by their own companions. _ 
The next day, Tugſd. 2g. one in the town promis'd us 

te uſe of a large room. 8 he Was real 5 
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[| - © -ratrafthis-promiſe, before the hour of preaching came. 
I then deſign'd going to the Croſs; but the rain pre- 
vented: ſo that we were a-little at a-tofs, till we were 
. offerd a very convenient place, by a woman. which 
was a ſinner. I there declared Him (about one o'clock) 
whom God: hath exalted, to give repentance and re- 
os miſſion of fans, And God 3 the word of his 
grace, that I marvell'd any one cou'd withſtand Him. 
JJ However The prodigal held out till the evening, 
[When I inlarged upon her ſins and faith, who wafhed 
dur Lord's feet with. tears, and wifed them with the hairs. 
lf of ker Read. She was then utterly broken in pieces 
lf (as indeed, was well nigh the whole congregation) 
and came aſter me to my lodging, crying out, O 
Sir! What muſt. I do to be Fave ?” Being now informed 
cane 


[of her caſe, Iiſaid, © E for your-life. Return in- 
der Which way can go? He is above an hundred 
miles aff. I have juſt-receiv'd a letter from him; and 
hs is at Neucaſtle upon Tyne, I told her, I am go- 
ing for Netucaſtle in the mornings. You may go with. 
we. Hiltam lam ſhall take you behind him. And 
= fo.he did. Glory be tothe Friend of ſinners! He 
bath pluck'd one more brand out of the fire. Thou. 
Poor ſinner, thou haſt receiv dia prophet in the name 
> IEEE <a prophet : and thou art found of Him that ſent him. 
HH _ . Wedneſd. 26, I inlarged upon thoſe deep words, 
ack, Whe 


o 


TK. © Repent and believethe. gf | nl. had done a mau, 
tod forth in the midſt, one who had exceedingly. 
traubled his brethren, vehemently maintaining(forthe 
[ft plague bad ſpread hither alſo) That they ought not to 
Pray, to ling, to communicate; to ſearch the ſcriptures 
pr to trouble themſelves about works, but only to be- 
| - lieve and de i) and ſaid with a loud voice, Mr. 
1 Weſley ! Let me ſpeak a few words. Is it not ſaid, 4 
FH. certatn man had two fons? And he faid unto the younger, 

vo and work. in ny vineyard. And he anfwer'd, I will 
note: but afterwards he repented and went? I am he. 
I aid yeſterday, © I will not go te hear him: I will 

+. have-nothingto do with him,” But I repent. Here 
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ne. William Blow, Mrs. S. and I ſet out at fix. During 
re-. | our whole journey to Newcaſtle, I ſcarce obſerv'd her fr 
ere to laugh or even {mile once. Nor did ſhe ever com- 

ch plain of any thing, or appear moved in the leaſt with . 
dk) thoſe trying circumſtances which many times occurd 


re- | in our way. A ſteddy ſeriouſneſs or ſadneſs rather ap- 


his pear'd in her whole behaviour and converſation, as be- 

Ms. | came one that felt the burden of fin and was groanin f 

Ng, after ſalvation. In the ſame ſpirit, by all I could ob- 5 
Au ferve or learn, ſhe continued during her ſtay at NW. 


caſtle, Not long after her huſband removed from 
' thence, and wrote to her to follow him. She ſet out 
in a ſhip bound for Hull. A ſtorm met them by the 
way. The ſhip ſprung a leak. But tho' it was near 
the ſhore, on Which many people flock'd together, yet 
the ſea ran fo exceeding high, that it was impoſſible to 
make any help. Mrs. S. was ſeen ſtanding on the deck, 
as the ſhip gradually ſunk: And afterwards, hanging 
by her hands on the ropes, till the maſts likewiſe di- 
appear d. Even then for ſome moments they could 
w ee her, floating upon the waves, till her cloaths, 
which buoy'd her up, being througly wet, ſhe ſunk 
1 truſt, into the ocean of God's mercy. 9 


* 


t 2 
1 ; 
"aA 
"4 2 Ms 
Vf, A x 
1 
RN 
( «ROY 
5 : - 
. , je „% 
8 8 5 LEI © ; 
; 8 , A624 
. * 1 5 
5 . : 7 a # * 
, at > | - 
. 2 
1 2 
1 * % 
780 7 4 by 
N : 5 SS. op: 
* *. * 9 
* 
3 1 ; 
a ets > n 
the ; BE 
5 — * 
* - j * 22 
£5 j& 
— * 5 
a 4 f 
3 * Wn 


r 


r 


t; 
4 Hg 
[ E's 
; Z 


* 


8 
85 
1 „ 
n 
4 * * of - 


— 


LT: TH 
Hog 25s a 


